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2001-2002  GIFT  COLLECTION 


Birdhouse.  $26.99 
Sweatshirt  blanket  $29.95 
Fleece  blanket.  $32.95 
Pewter  hitch  cover.  $18.25 
Collectable  snowman.  $27.50 
Collectable  Santa  2nd  edition.  $35.95 
Available  in  1  st  edition  for  $36.95. 
Collectable  Christmas  ornament.  $24.25 
Pewter  tag.  $20.95 
Available  in  other  styles. 
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12.  Youth  football  kit-helmet  shown.  $35.95 

(Kit  includes:  rubber  football,  chin  strap,  helmet, 

jersey,  and  pants). 

Available  in  small  and  medium  only. 

13.  Youth  hat  $8.95 

14.  Youth  long  sleeve  shirt.  $9.95 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL 

Available  in  other  colors  and  short  sleeve. 
Prices  may  vary. 

15.  Football  jersey.  $15.50 

Sizes:  12mo,  2,  3,  4    youth:  S,  M,  L,  XL  for  $17.25 

16.  Baby  hat.  $11.50 

17.  "Pjvo  piece  cheerleader  suit  $38.95 
Sizes:  2T,  3T,  4T,  5,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14 
Available  in  other  styles. 

Prices  may  vary. 


Nylon  jacket  lined  with  polyester  by 
Charles  River  style  #9934. 

$56.99  for  S,  M,  L,  XL      $58.99  for  2XL 

$59.99  for  3XL 

Available  in  other  styles.  Prices  may  vary. 
19.  Adult  long  sleeve  shirt  100%  cotton.  $1 3.95 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL 

Available  in  other  colors  and  short  sleeve. 

Prices  may  vary. 

Adult  sweatshirt.  $20.95 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL,  3XL 

Available  in  other  colors. 

Adult  "EAGLE  "sweatshirt.  $40.50 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL 
22.  Adjustable  hat.  $10.95 


20 


21 


9.  Ladies  100%  cotton  vest  by  Castles 
Sport.  $47.95 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL 

10.  Ladies  100%  cotton  shirt  by  Cutter  a 
Buck  with  3/4  length  sleeves.  $37.95 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL 

Also  available  in  black. 

1 1.  Ladies  100%  polyester /fleece  full  zip 
vest  by  Castles  Sport.  $40.00 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL 


26.  Flexfit  hat.  $17.95 

27.  Miniature  collectors  helmet.  $26.99 

28.  Adjustable  hat.  $10.95 

29.  Pullover  v-neck  100%  polyester  by 
Cutter  a  Buck.  $81.25 

Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL 

30.  Vest  by  Mulligans.  $39.95 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL 

31.  Polo  shirt  by  Cutter  a  Buck.  $35.95 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL 

32.  White  polo  shirt  by  Cutter  a  Buck. 
$37.95 
Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL,  3XL 


23.  Adult  full  zip  fleece  vest  by  Charles 
River  style  #9929. 

$39.99  for  S,  M,  L,  XL 

$42.99  for  2XL         $44.99  for  3XL 

24.  Alumni  pewter  tag.  $20.95 

25.  Adult  full  zip  fleece  by  Charles  River 
style  #9978. 

$55.99  for  S,  M,  L,  XL,  2XL,  3XL 
Available  in  other  styles. 
Prices  may  vary. 


FOR  QUICK  CONVENIENT  SERVICE,  CALL:  601-261-9690,  Toll  free:   1-888  712-5083, 
FAX:  601-261-9691,  or  order  on-line:  http://www.campusbookmart.com 
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MasterCard                      D  Discover               American  Express                    2908  H ardy  Street                                ms  Residents  add  7%  Sales  Tax 
Credit  Card  #                                                                 Exp.  Date         /               Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 

$5.00 

ALUMNI     STAFF 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR   ROBERT  D.  PIERCE,  II  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR    MARK  BOYLES  73 

MANAGER  OF  COMMUNICATIONS    BONNIE  GIBBS  '97 

MANAGER  OF  MARKETING  GENE  F1TTS  '90 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS    TIM  BRELAND  77,  '82 

COORDINATOR  OF  CHAPTER  SERVICES    CHRIS  MOORE  '99 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT    MONA  REEVES 
INFORMATION  SERVICES  SPECIALIST  MELISSA  BLACKBURN 

mail  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

data  entry  clerk  TAWANA  WALKER 

COMMUNICATIONS  GRADUATE  ASSISTANT 

HEATHER  D.  PALMER 

THE  LEGACY  GRADUATE  ASSISTANT    KATE  MCARTHUR  01 
CONSULTANT  IN  RESIDENCE    RICHARD  CRAIG  '86 

DIRECTOR  EMERITUS  POWELL  OGLETREE  '48,  '51 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITER    DONNA  MCGUYER 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER   YVONNE  ARNOLD 

CONTRIBUTING  WRITER   MATHEW  COX 


ALUMNI     ASSOCIATION     OF 

PRESIDENT  SHARON  HERR1N 

PRESIDENT-ELECT    ED  LANGTON 

vice  PRESIDENT  DR.  EUGENE  OWENS 

past  president  DR.  DON  BENEFIELD 

BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS 

RON  RUSSELL,  TREY  BOBINGER,  ELIJAH  JONES, 

REX  KELLY,  MICHAEL  MARKS,  MICHAEL  RATLIFF, 

ROBIN  ROBINSON,  DON  SMITH,  STACY  BUSBY, 

DR.  JOHN  GUICE,  DR.  JAMES  HUTTO, 

RAYMOND  McMULLAN,  TOM  O'SHIELDS,  BOB  POSEY, 

RICHARD  YOUNG,  STEVE  FLOYD,  ED  HATTEN,  PATRICK 

JACKSON,  TRACY  POWELL,  CHARLOTTE  RAHAIM, 

DR.  TERRELL  TISDALE,  SANDI VECCHIO 

EX -OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  DR.  AUBREY  K.  LUCAS, 

CURT  REDDEN,  IRA  MIDDLEBERG, 
BILL  PACE,  KATIE  JACK 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Active  membership  dues  of  $35 

(single  membership)  or  $40  (couple) 

include  subscription 

acknowledgements:  USM  University  Relations, 

USM  Teaching  Learning  Resource  Center  (TLRC),  USM  Sports 

Information,  Hederman  Brothers  Printing  in  Ridgeland,  Miss., 

and  the  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Periodical  postage  paid  at  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 
(Approved  January  20,  1955) 

POSTMASTER: 

Send  address  changes  to 

Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

(601)  266-5013 

e-mail:  alumni@usm.edu 
WEBSITE:  vvww.southernmiss.org 


AA/EOE/ADAI 


THE 


VOLUME     55.     NUMBER     6 


FALL     2001 


17  MISSION  ACCOMPLISHED 

Many  college  students  consider  summer  a  time  to  relax  and  catch  up  with  old  friends.  But  for 
two  fraternity  brothers  from  Southern  Miss'  Pi  Kappa  Phi  chapter,  this  past  summer  was  spent  raising 
money  and  raising  awareness  for  people  with  disabilities. 

18  STRENGTHENING  THE  TIES  THAT  BIND 

During  their  undergraduate  years,  many  Southern  Miss  students  discover  an  enjoyable  experience  in  the 
Greek  system.  And,  following  graduation,  several  of  those  students  remain  active  with  their  organizations, 
volunteering  their  time  and  services  on  the  local  and  national  levels. 

20       DIVIDING  LINES 

The  issue  of  redistricting  the  College  Board  will  top  many 
legislators'  priority  lists  during  this  upcoming  session.  In  an 
effort  to  inform  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  about 
possible  courses  of  action,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  hosted  several  USM  alumni  state  legislators  to 
meet  to  discuss  the  topic.  A  transcribed  excerpt  of  their 
discussion  begins  on  page  20. 
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HEAD  OF  THE  CLASS 

Founded  in  1979,  the  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  was  established  to  futther  the  education  of  gifted 
students  through  teaching,  research  and  services.  Programs  of  study 
include  the  Saturday  Gifted  Studies  Program,  the  Summer  Gifted  Studies 
Program  and  the  Summer  Program  for  Academically  Talented  Youth. 


A  TIME  TO  HEAL 

Galvanized  by  the  tragic  events  that  took  place  on  September  11,  Southern 
Miss  students,  faculty  and  staff  immediately  went  to  work  raising  money, 
training  disaster  relief  volunteers  and  remembering  the  thousands  of  inno- 
cent victims,  including  two  of  Southern  Miss'  own. 
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ON  THE  COVER: 

USM  alumni  legislators  met  recently  to  discuss  the  possible 

redistrictino  of  the  College  Board.  Current  appointments  are 

partially  based  on  a  map  that  was  drawn  in  the  1940s 

BACK  COVER: 

As  Dixie  Darlings  from  the  1960s  congregate  on  Pride  Field. 
Dixie  Darling  Alumnae  Association  President  Anne  Sharp  Lar- 
man  (standing)  calls  lor  any  latecomers.  The  dance  teams 
alumnae  were  practicing  for  their  Homecoming  halftime  per- 
formance with  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band. 
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We've  all  heard  the  phrase  "Pardon  our  progress"  and  those  words  have  never  been  more  fitting  for 
The  Talon.  What  began  in  1945  as  a  four-page,  black  and  white  newsletter  has  evolved  more  than  55 
years  later  into  a  glossy,  48-page  publication  that  consistently  delivers  the  best  Southern  Miss  news.  And 
it  is  upon  that  strong  foundation  that  we  are  taking  The  Talon  to  the  next  level. 

Armed  with  fresh  ideas,  seasoned  freelance  writers  and  an  experienced  graphic  design  team,  the  staff 
of  The  Talon  is  working  harder  than  ever  to  make  your  alumni  magazine  the  best  it  can  be.  We've 
revamped  our  News  Around  Campus  and  Athletic  News  sections  and  retooled  other  departments.  We've 
added  a  section  devoted  solely  to  news  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  of  local  chapters.  We've  broadened 
our  editorial  scope  to  feature  all  aspects  of  the  University  including  expanded  coverage  of  alumni,  campus 
life,  athletics,  academics  and  government.  We've  enlisted  the  help  of  professional  writers-many  of  them 
Southern  Miss  alumni-to  ensure  stories  are  of  the  highest  quality.  And,  most  importantly,  we've  initiated 
measures  to  solicit  feedback  from  our  readers. 

Despite  these  changes,  one  constant  remains:  Readers  can  continue  to  rely  on  The  Talon  for  relevant, 
timely  news  about  fellow  alumni  and  the  University.  This  was  the  publication's  purpose  when  it  began 
in  1945,  and  it  remains  our  objective  today. 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 

Alumni  Legislators  Discuss  College  Board  Redistricting 

When  Lt.  Gov.  Amy  Tuck  announced  this  summer  the  need  for  redistncting  the  College  Board,  the  people 
of  south  Mississippi,  especially  Southern  Miss  alumni,  took  notice.  Current  districts  are  based  on  a  map  that 
was  drawn  in  the  1940s,  when  the  majority  of  the  population  still  resided  north  of  Jackson.  Now,  60  years 
later,  a  growth  spurt  in  the  southern  half  of  the  state  has  resulted  in  a  shift  in  population. 

Due  in  large  part  to  Tuck's  announcement,  the  issue  of  redistricting  the  College  Board  will  top  many 
legislators'  priority  lists  during  this  upcoming  session.  In  an  effort  to  inform  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
University  about  possible  courses  of  action,  the  Alumni  Association  hosted  several  USM  alumni  state  leg- 
islators to  meet  for  a  roundtable  discussion.  Moderating  the  talk  was  Hattiesburg  attorney  Moran  Pope  44, 
a  former  mayor  of  Hattiesburg  and  a  former  president  of  both  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and 
the  USM  Foundation. 

The  hour-long  conversation  among  the  legislators  lent  a  unique  perspective  to  the  issue.  The  informative 
discussion  not  only  introduced  several  bills  up  for  possible  proposal  this  upcoming  session,  it  also  conveyed 
the  intentions  of  some  of  our  alumni  state  legislators. 

Included  in  this  feature  is  a  listing  of  the  legislators'  contact  information.  We  encourage  alumni  to  contact 
their  state  legislators  on  all  legislative  issues  involving  higher  education  in  Mississippi. 

Greek  Leaders-Alumni  Still  Giving  Back 

Alumni  who  were  involved  in  Southern  Miss'  Greek  system  statistically  are  among  those  most  likely  to  give 
back  to  the  University,  and  their  willingness  to  give  back  doesn't  stop  with  USM.  Many  alumni  hold  active  roles 
within  their  Greek  organizations,  whether  on  the  national,  regional  or  local  level.  As  Charity  Moseley  Wallace 
'01  reported,  alumni  support  is  essential  for  growth  and  success  in  any  fraternity  or  sorority 

As  the  president  of  one  Southern  Miss  sorority  said,  alumni  involvement  has  a  way  of  linking  the  past 
with  the  present.  "It's  the  neatest  thing  when  an  alumnae  comes  back  to  visit  Southern  Miss  and  she 
walks  into  the  chapter  room  for  the  first  time  in  years,"  she  explained.  "Her  face  just  lights  up  and  you 
realize  the  same  love  and  devotion  you  have  for  your  sorority  is  something  she  still  carries  with  her, 
despite  the  time  and  life  changes  that  have  passed." 

It  almost  goes  without  saying,  but  The  Talon  is  designed  for  our  alumni  and  friends.  In  our  goal  to  produce 
the  best  publication  possible,  we  want  to  ensure  that  our  readers'  voices  are  heard.  If  you  have  any  story 
ideas,  critiques  or  comments,  please  don't  hesitate  to  share  them  with  us.  You  can  call  (601)  266-5013, 
fax  (601)  266-4214,  or  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Bonnie  Gibbs 

Manager  of  Communications 
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like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there.® 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 
228-388-1120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601-833-6786 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601-544-6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601-5451511 

Hattiesburg 

Jason  Wesley 
601-264-1117 

Jackson 

Steve  Weeks 
601-922-7440 

Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 


Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 

Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

McComb 

Jeff  Webb 
601-684-4531 

Petal 

Ted  Cannon 
601-582-1574 

Picayune 

Ted  Musgrove 
601-798-4425 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 
601-798-4082 
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NEWS  AROUNDCAMPWS 


The  Band  Plays  On... 

Regardless  of  Size 

■  The  Pnde  of  Mississippi  marching 
band  is  smaller  than  in  years  past,  a 
reflection  of  cuts  in  funding  and  the 
decreasing  number  of  band  members. 
The  musicians  in  The  Pride  have 
reduced  in  number  from  260  in  1997 
to  162  in  2001.  The  entire  on-field 
contingent,  musicians,  Dixie  Darlings  and  Guard  Corp  have  reduced  dunng 
the  same  period  from  330  to  230. 

"The  numbers  are  just  not  there,  and  our  scholarship  awards  have  been 
mainly  limited  to  attracting  the  serious,  quality  musician  who  plans  to  major 
in  music,"  said  Steven  Moser,  associate  professor  of  music  and  director  of  The 
Pride  for  the  last  1 1  years.  "In  years  past,  we  were  able  to  also  attract  non- 
music  majors,  those  members  who  were  in  the  band  in  high  school  who  now 
want  to  join  The  Pride  for  the  university  experience.  These  non-music  majors 
contnbute  to  the  size  of  the  marching  band." 

Travel  is  another  victim  of  reduced  funding;  the  band  will  not  play  at  any- 
regular  season  road  games.  According  to  Moser,  the  funds  are  not  available 
for  either  The  Pride  or  a  pep  band. 

The  Pride  was  able  to  make  their  scholarship  funds  go  farther  by  having 
other  expenses  covered  by  band  members  themselves,  and  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  fnends  and  supporters.  T-shirts  were  donated  by  Sports  Graphics 
for  the  students  to  wear  in  place  of  wool  uniform  tops  during  the  hot  weath- 
er, and  students  purchased  their  own  marching  shoes  and  shorts  to  wear  dur- 
ing Eagle  Walk.  The  Dixie  Darlings  purchased  their  own  uniforms  and  equip- 
ment, and  students  provided  their  own  meals  when  they  reported  to  campus 
in  early  August  for  pre -semester  camp. 

"It  saddens  me  to  ask  the  members  of  the  band  to  buy  their  own  uniforms 
and  equipment  for  University  use,  but  there  was  no  other  way  to  outfit  the 
group,"  Moser  explained.  "It  says  a  lot  about  the  dedication  these  students 
have  to  the  band  and  to  Southern  Miss  to  be  willing  to  spend  their  own 
money  to  the  benefit  of  the  University." 


Enrollment  Reaches 
Ail-Time  High 


Consultant  Named  for 
Presidential  Search 


■  According  to  figures  released  by  the 
Southern  Miss  Office  of  Admissions,  enroll- 
ment for  the  fall  2001  semester  has  reached 
an  all-time  high.  The  number  of  overall  reg- 
istered students  has  climbed  to  15,233,  up  from  14,495  in  2000. 

The  University  is  also  experiencing  significant  growth  with  the  size  of  its 
incoming  freshman  class,  whose  total  enrollment  has  jumped  8  percent.  Addi- 
tionally the  number  of  freshmen  who  have  scored  25  or  more  on  their  ACT  has 
nsen  by  12.8  percent,  a  statistic  that  represents  a  yearlong  University  effort. 

"We're  always  happy  about  a  steady  growth  in  USM  enrollment,"  said 
Mathew  A.  Cox,  director  of  recruitment  operations.  "And  what's  especially 
exciting  is  the  increase  in  the  freshman  class,  specifically  the  increase  in  high- 
caliber  students  who  have  scored  exceptionally  well  on  their  ACTs." 


■  Two  firms  have  been  selected  to  assist  the  state  College  Board  in  its  pres- 
idential searches  for  Southern  Miss  and  Mississippi  University  for  Women. 
Korn/Ferry  of  Dallas  was  named  the  consultant  for  the  Southern  Miss 
search.  William  "Bill"  Funk  is  the  principal  consultant  for  the  Dallas  firm. 
Funk  earlier  assisted  the  board  in  executive  searches  for  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  Mississippi  State  University.  A.T  Kearney  of  Alexandria,  Va., 
was  selected  as  the  consultant  for  the  MUW  search. 

The  USM  search  committee  is  chaired  by  Virginia  Shanteau  Newton  of 
Gulfport.  Other  committee  members  include  Carl  Nicholson  of  Hattiesburg, 
Bryce  Gnffis  of  Starkville,  Thomas  Colbert  of  Jackson,  Dr.  D.E.  Magee  of 
Jackson  and  Roy  Klumb  of  Gulfport.  Provost  Andy  Griffin  will  head  a  cam- 
pus advisory  group. 


Carlisles  Become  $1  Million  Donors 


■  August  brought  good  news  for  hamburger  lovers  in  Hattiesburg  and 
good  news  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  During  the  grand 
reopening  of  the  Wendy's  restaurant  on  West  over  Drive,  franchise  owner 
Gene  Carlisle  made  a  commitment  to  USM  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Gallery  of  Benefactors  during  the  University's  comprehensive  campaign. 

To  become  a  Gallery  member,  an  individual  or  business  must  cumu- 
latively contribute  $1  million  or  more  to  the  University.  Carlisle  has  pre- 
viously contributed  more  than  $700,000.  In  August,  he  contributed  an 
additional  $100,000  to  the  Circle  of  Champions  and  $50,000  in 
Wendy's  gift  certificates  for  the  Athletic  Department  and  pledges  the 
balance  to  reach  $1  million. 

Carlisle  and  his  wife,  Karen,  have  contributed  generously  to  the  ath- 
letic and  academic  programs,  including  giving  the  fully  operational 
Westover  Drive  restaurant  to  the  University  in  1999. 


GENE  CARLISLE  (LEFT).  OWNER  OF  THE  WENDY'S  FRANCHISE  IN 
HATTIESBURG,  AND  WIFE,  KAREN,  DR.  HORACE  FLEMING  (ON 
RIGHT),  FORMER  USM  PRESIDENT,  AND  CURT  REDDEN,  VICE 
PRESIDENT  FOR  ADVANCEMENT,  PRESENT  A  CHECK  REPRESENT- 
ING CARLISLE'S  $1  MILLION  DONATION  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY. 
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College  Report 


CBA  Students  Get  Words  from  the  Wise 

■  The  College  of  Business  Administration  opened  the  fall  semester  by 
bringing  together  a  host  of  speakers  for  two  unique  lecture  series. 

The  CBA  opened  with  "Executives-on-Campus,  Fall  Tectures  Series 
2001-2002,"  a  series  affording  students  insight  into  the  business  world. 
Guest  speakers  from  the  Business  Advisory  Council  participated.  The 
Business  Advisory  Council  comprises  a  prestigious  group  of  business 
leaders  chosen  for  their  experience  and  expertise  in  business  or  public 
and  nonprofit  organizations,  as  well  as  their  commitment  to  the  CBA. 

Participants  include  Hans  Weger,  CFO,  LaSalle  Hotel  Properties;  Phil 
Bryant,  state  auditor  for  Mississippi;  Rusty  Coker,  president  and  CEO, 
Airgas;  David  Landrum,  senior  national  sales  director,  PRIMER1CA;  Kerry 
H.  Vrx,  partner/general  manager,  Arciero  Winery;  and  Tom  McDonnell, 
CEO,  U-Save  Auto  Rental  of  America  Inc.  These  speakers  lecture  to  grad- 
uate and  undergraduate  students  about  a  range  of  topics  significant  to  the 
field  of  business  administration. 

Also  this  semester,  the  CBA  launched  its  first  "Distinguished  Entrepre- 
neurial Lecture  Series."  This  series  seeks  to  foster  the  same  spirit  of  determi- 
nation and  vision  that  has  resulted  in  an  American  success  story  in  CBA  stu- 
dents. The  speaker  for  this  inaugural  event  was  David  Oreck,  founder  and 
chairman  of  Oreck  Corporation.  Students  were  able  to  hear  firsthand  how 
one  man  built  an  empire  as  a  result  of  focus,  determination  and  hard  work. 

Oreck  said  sticking  to  the  fundamentals  was  the  key  to  building  his 
Oreck  vacuum  cleaners  into  the  top-selling  brand  in  the  country.  His 
secret  was  finding  the  right  niche,  and  today,  more  than  50,000  hotels 
throughout  the  world  use  Oreck  vacuum  cleaners.  He  recently  opened  a 
375,000-square-foot  facility  in  Long  Beach,  Miss. 

Dr.  Bill  Gunther,  CBA  dean,  said  Oreck  embodied  exactly  what  the 
University  was  looking  for  when  it  decided  to  start  an  entrepreneurial 
lecture  series.  "By  definition,  an  entrepreneur  is  a  risk-taker  who,  by 
assuming  that  risk,  is  a  creator  of  jobs  and  a  creator  of  hope,"  he  said.  "A 
word  to  the  wise  may  be  proficient,  but  we  felt  a  word  from  the  wise 
would  be  even  better." 

—  Heather  D.  Palmer 


Lewis  Named  Museum 
of  Art  Director 

■  The  Department  of  Art  recently  named  a  new 
museum  of  art  director  and  assistant  professor. 
Tony  Lewis,  formerly  the  acting  assistant  director 
for  the  Middlebury  College  Museum  of  Art  in 
Middlebury,  Va.,  assumed  the  position  in  August. 
As  director  of  the  museum,  his  duties 
include  developing  exhibitions  and  acquiring 
loans  for  the  museum,  maintaining  and  developing  the  permanent  collec- 
tion, supervising  student  workers  and  building  the  reputation  of  the  muse- 
um. Lewis  also  teaches  art  history  and  administers  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  museum  studies. 


Freshmen  Lend  a  Helping  Hand 


■  Before  stepping  into  their  first  college  classroom,  several  hundred  new 
Southern  Miss  students  fanned  out  across  Hattiesburg  for  a  lesson  in  com- 
munity service.  Set  up  as  part  of  Premier  2001 ,  the  University's  annual  get- 
acquainted  weekend,  freshmen  lent  a  helping  hand  to  civic,  community, 
charitable  and  government  agencies  in  a  day  of  service.  Over  the  course  of 
the  four-hour  community  service  project,  students  did  everything  from 
walking  dogs  at  the  Forrest  County  Humane  Society  to  picking  up  litter 
for  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Transportation.  In  addition  to  the  work 
for  local  agencies  and  groups,  the  project  also  put  between  400  and  500 
students  in  neighborhoods  to  collect  canned  goods,  which  were  donated 
to  the  Breadbasket  Pantry  on  Hardy  Street,  Christian  Services  and  the  Sal- 
vation Army. 

"We  want  to  instill  that  sense  of  community  service  early  on,  so  that  they 
will  be  more  likely  to  volunteer  in  their  communities,"  said  Latrina  McCarty, 
who  coordinated  the  project  for  the  Office  of  Community  Service  Learning. 

According  to  Alicia  Parker,  a  staff  member  at  Wesley  Manor  Retirement 
Center,  the  idea  of  getting  students  involved  in  community  service  early  in 
their  college  careers  is  an  important  one.  "It's  good  to  emphasize  communi- 
ty service  and  giving  something  back  to  the  community,"  she  said.  "We  need 
young  people  to  help  service  the  community." 


E-Learning  Begins  at  USM 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
began  offering  self-paced  online  profession- 
al development  programs  this  fall  for  people 
interested  in  pursuing  a  variety  of  career 
paths.  The  short-term  courses  allow  people 
to  complete  classwork  at  their  own  pace  in  the  comfort  of  their  homes.  The 
coursework  is  handled  via  the  Internet  on  the  student's  own  timetable  from 
any  Web-enabled  computer.  Upon  completing  the  course,  students  are  ready 
to  apply  for  full  or  part-time  jobs  without  any  additional  training. 

"We're  excited  to  offer  Web-based  professional  development  opportunities," 
said  Kathy  Bailey,  manager  of  marketing  and  professional  development  for 
USM's  Department  of  Continuing  Education  and  Distance  Learning.  "Most  peo- 
ple who  enroll  in  these  Web-based  courses  across  the  country  are  either  young 
adults  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  are  unable  to  seek  a  college  degree  at  this 


time,  or  individuals  over  the  age  ol  30  who  are  looking  to  change  careers." 

The  courses  are  offered  in  conjunction  with  Gatlin  Education  Services, 
one  of  the  country's  leading  educational  services  companies.  Each  course  has 
a  set  of  lessons  and  tests.  The  student  wall  receive  a  certificate  of  completion 
for  earning  a  70  percent  or  better  on  all  lessons  and  tests  within  90  days.  The 
course  offerings  touch  a  variety  of  last-growing  career  fields,  including 
tourism,  health  care,  Web  design  and  e-commerce.  Students  participating  in 
the  programs  are  assigned  an  instructor  for  one-on-one  work. 

"These  [students]  are  attracted  to  the  fact  that  these  self-paced  courses  can 
lit  into  their  individual  time  schedules."  said  Bailey.  "This  is  but  one  exam- 
ple of  our  commitment  to  use  the  Internet  to  broaden  our  reach  to 
non-traditional  students  and  to  adult  workers." 

For  more  information,  call  USM  Continuing  Education.  (601)  266-4186. 
or  visit  http://www.cice. usm.edu/ce/noncredit/nconline.lndex.html. 
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Athletic  Training 
Major  New  to 
Program 

■  Southern  Miss  received  the  green  light  from 
state  College  Board  officials  to  begin  offering  a 
bachelors  degree  in  athletic  training.  The  new 
degree  is  being  offered  for  the  first  time  this  fall  and  replaces  the  bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  human  performance  with  a  specialization  in  athletic  training. 
"This  is  partly  an  accreditation  issue,"  said  Dr.  Ben  Velasquez,  who  directs  the 
athletic  training  education  program.  "The  standards  for  accreditation  state  that 
the  athletic  training  curriculum  has  to  be  an  undergraduate  academic  degree." 
The  Southern  Miss  athletic  training  program  has  been  an  accredited  pro- 
gram for  more  than  25  years.  The  program  was  recently  re-accredited  by  the 
Commission  on  Accreditation  of  Allied  Health  Education  Programs  and  is  the 
only  nationally  accredited  athletic  training  program  in  the  state. 

Audiology  Doctoral  Program 
to  be  Offered 


■  In  order  to  meet  upgraded  entry-level  standards  for  audiologists,  Southern 
Miss  will  begin  offenng  a  doctoral  degree  in  audiology  as  early  as  2004. 

According  to  Dr.  Steve  Oshrin,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Speech  and 
Hearing  Sciences,  the  American  Speech-Hearing-Language  Association 
passed  a  resolution  in  1997  to  require  a  doctoral  degree  for  entering  audiol- 
ogists beginning  in  2012.  While  currently  only  a  masters  degree  is  required 
to  work  as  an  audiologist,  by  2007  audiologists  will  be  required  to  have  addi- 
tional hours  equivalent  to  a  doctoral  degree. 

Oshrin  said  Southern  Miss  will  begin  the  changeover  from  a  masters  degree 
with  an  emphasis  in  audiology  to  a  Au.D.  degree,  with  a  tentative  date  of  August 
2004  to  begin  admitting  doctoral  students.  Currently,  12  programs  in  the  nation 
have  been  approved  for  or  are  offering  the  Au.D.  degree.  "We  anticipate  USM 
being  the  only  university  in  the  state  to  offer  the  Au.D.,"  Oshrin  said. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  recently 
approved  the  doctoral  program. 


Rock  Stars  Present 
Guest  Lectures 

■  Two  popular  rock  stars  presented  guest  le 
Music  about  the  professional  music  business 
singer  of  the  popular  music  group  Steppenv 
singer  of  Gary  Puckett  and  The  Union  Gap 
campus  as  guests  of  Mark  McKean,  coordii 
program,  and  Dr.  Charles  Elliott,  director  of 
Both  performers  are  interested  in  establi 
University's  music  industry  program. 

ctures  to  the  USM  School  of 
John  Kay,  founder  and  lead 
/olf,  and  Gary  Puckett,  lead 
,  visited  the  Southern  Miss 
lator  of  the  Music  Industry 
the  School  of  Music, 
shing  a  scholarship  for  the 

Cuting-Edge  Science  Hall  Dedicated 

■  Betty  Reuben  knows  a  good  investment  in  the  future  when  she  sees  it.  By 
establishing  a  10-year,  $400,000  trust  fund,  Reuben  has  assured  that  a  new 
200-seat,  state-of-the-art  auditorium  in  USM  s  just-renovated  Walker  Science 
Building  will  stay  up  to  date.  The  Marvin  and  Betty  Reuben  Science  Lecture 
Hall-complete  with  a  revolving  stage-was  unveiled  in  late  September  to  rave 
reviews.  The  hall  is  named  after  Mrs.  Reuben  and  her  late  husband,  Marvin, 
who  was  the  longtime  general  manager  of  WDAM-TV.  Mrs.  Reuben  also  is 
the  mother-in-law  of  the  former  dean  of  USM's  College  of  Science  and  Tech- 
nology, Dr.  Steve  Doblin. 

The  auditorium,  the  first  at  Southern  Miss  dedicated  to  the  sciences,  is  one 
of  two  built  as  part  of  a  $5  million  renovation  of  Walker  Science  Building. 

"This  hall  will  provide  the  best  in  teaching  technology,"  said  Dr.  Robert 
Lochead,  dean  of  the  College  of  Science  and  Technology.  "It  has  a  rotating 
stage  for  demonstrations  and  the  capability  of  using  multimedia  presenta- 
tions as  an  integral  part  of  the  learning  experience." 


Grant  to  Bolster  Educational 
Technology 


■  Thanks  to  a  $1.8  million  federal  grant,  Southern  Miss  students  will  gain 
access  to  the  latest  education  technology  over  the  next  five  years.  The  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  Title  III 
grant-designed  to  boost  faculty 
resources  and  training-will  be  divided 
nearly  equally  to  purchase  equipment 
and  help  USM  faculty  integrate  the  new 
technology  into  curricula. 

The  first  $322,669  installment  of 
the  2001-2006  grant  allocation  was 
channeled  to  Southern  Miss  October  1 
for  implementation  by  the  University's 
Office  of  Technology  Resources, 
directed  by  Chief  Technology  Officer 
Candy  Santell. 

According  to  Eddie  Williams,  who 
co-authored  the  successful  370-page 
grant  proposal  with  fellow  Office  of 

Technology  Resources  staff  member  Lin  Harper,  the  grant  will  allow  the  Uni- 
versity to  purchase  such  equipment  as  data-video  projectors,  laptop  and  desk- 
top computers,  VCRs,  projection  screens  and  electronic  whiteboards.  Modifi- 
cations are  possible  over  the  life  of  the  grant  as  new  technologies  emerge. 

Harper  said  that  faculty  will  not  only  have  access  to  better  equipment,  but 
will  receive  more  support  and  incentives  in  developing  the  new  technologies 
for  classroom  use.  "The  office  of  the  provost  has  agreed  that  there  will  be  a 
change  in  the  campus  climate  so  that  utilizing  the  newer  educational 
methodologies  will  be  recognized  in  the  tenure  and  promotion  process,"  she 
said.  "Faculty  who  need  assistance  in  training  to  use  the  technology  will  have 
a  center  well  equipped  and  staffed  to  support  their  efforts." 
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Southern  Miss  Nets  Record 
$50.1  Million  for  Research 


■  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  faculty 
was  awarded  a  record  $50. 1  million-plus  in  research 
funding  last  fiscal  year,  topping  the  previous  year  by 
$  10  million  and  more  than  doubling  externally  gen- 
erated dollars  over  a  three-year  period. 

In  the  process,  the  University  gained  recog- 
nition as  a  Doctoral-Research  Extensive  Insti- 
tution from  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Teaching,  placing  USM  in  the 
nations  top  tier  of  research  universities. 

Southern  Miss  was  awarded  $50,137,450 
during  the  fiscal  year  that  ended  June  30,  a  25 
percent  increase  over  the  $40,130,656  taken  in  by 
USM  researchers  during  the  previous  year.  Federal  sources  provided 
$42,521,839,  or  84.8  percent,  of  last  years  dollars. 

Perhaps  even  more  significantly,  the  University  more  than  doubled  its 
external  funding  over  a  three-year  period.  USM  received  $30,156,477  in 
fiscal  1999  and  $20,612,472  back  in  fiscal  1998. 

Southern  Miss'  College  of  Science  and  Technology  which  includes  the 
internationally  prestigious  School  of  Polymer  Science  and  High  Performance 
Materials,  led  the  way  last  year  with  $14,063,876  in  grants  and  contracts. 

That  was  followed  closely  by  the  College  of  Marine  Sciences,  based  at 
the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs,  with  $13,707,023 
in  external  funding. 

The  Department  of  Marine  Science,  located  at  Stennis  Space  Center, 
received  more  than  $2.4  million  from  the  U.S.  Navy  to  support  the 
research  of  a  newly  established  Hydrographic  Science  Center,  which  is 
conducting  highly  concentrated  studies  related  to  ocean  navigation. 

The  College  of  Health  and  Human  Sciences  received  $5,612,883, 
institutional-wide  projects  amounted  to  $3,971,232  and  the  Division  of 
Student  Affairs  accounted  for  $3,584,624  during  the  year. 

Within  USM's  College  of  Education  and  Psychology,  the  55-year-old  Cen- 
ter for  Literacy  and  Assessment,  headed  by  Dr.  Dana  Thames  since  1990,  gar- 
nered a  grant  of  nearly  $1  million  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education  dur- 
ing the  year  to  reach  farther  into  the  community  to  teach  children  how  to  read. 


Conference  Center  to  Open 
Auditorium 

■  In  January  2002,  a  500-seat  auditorium  is  slated  to  open  at  the  Gulf  Park 
Conference  Center  at  USM  Gulf  Park,  further  expanding  the  meeting  capac- 
ity on  the  Long  Beach  campus.  With  its  60  guest  rooms  and  meeting  space 
for  up  to  300  people,  the  facility  offers  guests  an  affordable  alternative  to  the 
typical  hotel.  Recreational  amenities  include  on-site  tennis  and  volleyball, 
and  local  attractions  are  nearby. 

Southern  Miss  alumni,  staff,  students  and  faculty  can  stay  overnight  on 
an  individual  basis  for  $30  per  night;  meetings  and  conference  are  priced 
at  a  different  rate. 

Foundation  Thanks  Hub  Award 
Recipients 

■  Through  proceeds  from  the  Hub  Awards  annual  dinner  and  investment 
earnings,  the  USM  Foundation  has  established  21  endowments  currently  val- 
ued at  more  than  $500,000.  More  than  200  students  have  been  awarded 
scholarships  over  the  years.  To  show  its  appreciation  for  such  generosity,  the 
USM  Foundation  recently  held  a  luncheon  for  the  Hub  Award  recipients. 

Since  1979,  the  annual  Hub  Award  has  recognized  the  achievements  and 
contributions  of  outstanding  Hattiesburg  citizens,  hononng  one  such  person 
each  year.  An  important  part  of  the  award  is  the  establishment  of  a  scholar- 
ship fund  in  honor  of  the  recipient. 

Worth  Recognized  McCarty's  Charity 

■  In  its  October  2001  issue,  Worth  magazine 
ranked  the  top  100  people  who  have  revolution- 
ized the  way  America  thinks  about  money.  Posi- 
tioned between  media  mogul  Ted  Turner  and  the 
wealthiest  1  percent  of  Amencans  is  Oseola  McCany, 
who  in  1995  donated  her  life  savings,  $150,000,  to 
Southern  Miss.  According  to  the  article,  "Oseola 
McCarty  changed  the  way  all  of  us  think  about 
what  we  can  really  afford  to  give  to  chant}-." 

Other  members  of  the  list  include  Bill  Gates,  Alan  Greenspan.  eBay's 
Pierre  Omidyar,  Bill  Clinton  and  Michael  Jordan. 


Career  Planning  and  Placement:  Alumni  Welcome 


■  The  Office  of  Career  Planning  and  Placement  recently  held  the  annual  Fall 
Career  Fair.  In  attendance  were  91  businesses  and  more  than  1 ,200  students. 
As  a  result  of  the  slow  down  in  the  economy  and  recent  hiring  freezes,  the 
CPP  experienced  a  much  smaller  turnout  than  in  years  past.  However,  it  has 
not  weakened  the  spirit  of  the  CPP  as  they  begin  planning  the  spring  2002 
Career  Fair  for  February  5,  2002. 

These  fairs  provide  a  great  place  for  businesses  to  network  with  a  great 
number  of  students  in  a  short  amount  of  time,  said  Rusty  Anderson,  CPP 
director.  "Through  resumes  obtained  in  that  one  day,  employers  have  an 
excellent  applicant  pool  to  look  for  new  hires,"  he  said.  "Many  companies 
use  it  as  a  prerequisite  for  later  interviews." 

Alumni  involvement  is  key  in  making  fairs  such  as  this  a  success.  The  CPP 
is  taking  steps  to  increase  this  involvement  by  encouraging  alumni  busi- 
nesses to  exhibit  in  the  spring  and  also  by  providing  e-recruiting.  In  order  to 


participate  in  e-recruiting,  the  alumnus  registers  his  or  her  company  and 
then  can  access  student  resumes  posted.  It  is  a  great  way  to  see  what  types 
of  applicants  are  available,  he  said. 

Anderson  said  he  is  working  diligently  to  launch  a  program  in  the  near 
future  for  alumni  mentoring  across  the  nation.  It  will  provide  a  way  tor  stu- 
dents to  gain  a  network  and  learn  what  resources  are  available  in  their  field 
as  well  as  give  alumni  a  chance  to  remain  active  with  the  actual  student  >od 

The  Office  of  Career  Planning  holds  a  general  career  tatr  in  the  fall  and  in 
the  spring  and  an  Education  Fair  each  April,  which  is  open  only  to  the-.  - 
dents  that  are  enrolled  in  the  education  program.  The  College  of  Xursing 
hosts  its  own  career  lair  as  well. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  exhibiting  at  the  Spring  2002 
lair  or  how  to  become  involved  with  e-recruiting  or  mentoring,  visit 
wwwcpp.usm.edu  or  call  (601)  2oo-4153. 
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CALENDAR    FEVENTS 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  Chris 
Moore,  coordinator  of  chapter  services,  at 
christopher.moore@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


B   E   R 


1-2     Southern  Miss  Campus 

USM  Theatre  presents  Stephen  Schwartz's  "Godspell" 
Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  /  8  p.m. 
Call  (601)  266-5418  for  tickets 

6  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain  Pep  Rally 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  / 
7:30  p.m. 

7  Eagle  Club 

Fund-raising  Advisory  Council  Meeting 
Location  TBA/ 12  noon 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Golden  Eagle  Advocacy  Network 
University  Commons  /  3:30pm  -  5:00pm 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Eagle  Walk 

The  District,  Eagle  Walk  Drive  /  5:00pm 


Southern  Miss  Campus 

Southern  Miss  vs.  TCU 
Lettermen's  Day  and  Eagle  Club  Day 
The  Rock  /  Kickoff  7:00p.m. 


12-14  New  Orleans 

Training  and  Development  Certificate  Program  - 
Session  IV 

The  goal  of  this  certification  program  is  to 
offer  training  and  human  resource  development 
professionals  a  systematic  method  for  develop- 
ing competencies. 

For  registration,  call  (601)  266-4186  or  visit 
www.cice.usm.edu/ce/credit/training2 

J   A   N   U  A 

17       Southern  Miss  Campus 

USM  Symphony  Orchestra  Season  presents  the 
Fine  Arts  String  Quarted  "From  Court  to  Continent" 
Bennett  Auditorium/8  p.m. 
Call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at  266-5418 
for  tickets 

21       Southern  Miss  Campus 

The  Saint  Louis  Brass  Quintet,  in  concert 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  Auditorium  / 
8:00  p.m. 
Call  (601)  266-5418  for  tickets. 


26 


29 


31 


F   E 


Southern  Miss  Campus 

UAC  -  Miss  Southern  Pageant 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  /Time  TBA 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

USM  King's  Violins  "Music  for  a 
Royal  Occasion"  concert 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  8  p.m. 
Call  (601)  266-5418  for  tickets. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Richard  Perry  Faculty  Recital  (Tuba) 

Free  admission 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  /  6  p.m. 


Southern  Miss  Campus 

Lincoln  Center  Jazz  Orchestra  with  Wynton 

Marsalis,  in  concert 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  8:00  p.m. 


Southern  Miss 


1.  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  Southern  Miss 
fight  song  and  in  what  year  was  it  penned? 

2.  Who  was  the  first  Southern  Miss  couple  ever  to 
be  wed  on  the  island  at  Lake  Byron? 

3.  What  did  the  original  Dixie  Darling  uniform 
look  like? 

4.  In  1972,  the  new  mascot  for  Southern  Miss,  the 
"Golden  Eagle,"  was  selected  from  a  list  of  five. 
What  were  the  other  four  possible  mascots? 


ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  45 


/ 


ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS  •  ARTS 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

College  of  The  Arts 


tKPCOMatfg  £V£<rf<fs 

2002 

THE  UNION  PLANTERS  BANK  CONNOISSEUR  SERIES 

presents 

The  Saint  Louis  Brass  Quintet,  Jan.  21 

Lincoln  Center  Jazz  Orchestra 

with  Wynton  Marsalis,  Feb.  7 

Bravo  Broadway  with  the 

USM  Symphony  Orchestra,  Feb.  21 

Doug  Varone  and  Dancers,  March  23 

Shenandoah  Shakespeare  Express,  March  26-28 

Promenade,  in  concert,  April  4 


FOR  TICKETS,  CALL  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  TICKET  OFFICE 

at  (601)  266-5418  or  toll  free  at  1-800-844-8425 

or  order  online  at  <www.tickets.usm.edu>. 

For  more  information  on  College  of  The  Arts  events,  call  (601)  266-4984  or 
check  out  our  Web  site  at  <www.arts.usm.edu>. 
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How  fast  can  we 

react  to  your  commercial 

banking  needs? 


With  so  much  on  your  mind,  the  last  thing  you  need  to  worry  about  is  banking.  Fortunately,  you  don't  have  to. 

Our  business  experts  have  an  in-depth  understanding  of  your  needs,  and  they  can  respond  quickly  because  all 

the  decisions  are  made  locally.  They  also  have  the  resources  to  offer  creative,  flexible  lending  solutions. 

In  fact,  Union  Planters  Bank  has  been  named  one  of  the  top  small-business  friendly  banks  in  the  country 

by  the  United  States  Small  Business  Association.  So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

For  the  nearest  Union  Planters  location,  call  (601)  268-5421.  Time  is,  after  all,  money. 


SOLUTION: 


AUNION 

PLANTERS 

BANK 


^ 


www  unionplanters  com  ©Copyright  2001  Union  Planters  Bank  Member  FDIC  01  1026 


FROMTHEARCHIVES 


The  McCain  Era: 

McCain,  the  Man 


BY  YVONNE  ARNOLD 

University  Archives 

In  describing  Dr.  William  David  McCain,  fifth 
president  of  The  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi, a  colleague  said,  "He  didn't  put  on  a  front. 
What  you  saw  was  what  you  got."  While  that 
may  be  true,  he  was  much  more  intriguing  than 
the  description  implies.  But  before  we  get  to  the 
meat  of  the  man's  personality,  a  few  biographical 
facts  are  in  order. 

William  David  McCain  was  born  March  29, 
1907,  in  Bellefontaine,  Miss.,  to  Samuel  Wood- 
ward McCain  and  Sarah  Alda  Shaw  McCain.  He 
graduated  from  Sunflower  Agricultural  High 
School  and  earned  degrees  from  Delta  State  Col- 
lege and  The  University  of  Mississippi.  In  1935,  he 
received  his  Ph.D.  in  history  from  Duke  University. 

On  October  3,  1931,  McCain  married  Minnie 
Leicester  Lenz,  and  they  had  three  children-William 
D.  McCain  Jr.,  John  Woodward  McCain  (died  in 
1945)  and  Patricia  McCain  Sheppard. 

During  his  early  career,  McCain  taught  at 
East  Central  Junior  College,  Copiah-Lincoln 
Junior  College,  Millsaps  College,  the  University 
of  Mississippi,  Duke  University  and  in  the 
extension  department  of  Mississippi  State  Uni- 
versity. From  1938  to  1955,  he  served  as  direc- 
tor of  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Archives 
and  History.  Other  positions  included  historian 
at  Morristown  National  Historical  Park  in  Mor- 
ristown,  N.J.,  and  assistant  archivist  at  the 
National  Archives  in  Washington,  DC 

He  assumed  the  presidency  of  Southern  Miss 
(then  Mississippi  Southern  College)  August  18, 
1955,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  June  30, 
1975.  As  president  emeritus,  McCain  maintained 
an  office  in  the  William  D.  McCain  Library  and 
Archives.  He  was  active  in  numerous  civic  orga- 
nizations and  served  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  of 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

McCain  also  had  a  distinguished  military 


(LEFT)  WILLIAM  MCCAIN  WITH  WIFE 
MINNIE  AT  A  FOOTBALL  GAME  (CA.  1965) 


PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  D.  MCCAIN  (CA.  1961) 

career,  enlisting  in  the  National  Guard  in 
1924  as  a  private,  and  later  serving  in 
World  War  II  and  the  Korean  Conflict.  He 
retired  from  the  Mississippi  National  Guard 
in  1962  with  the  rank  of  major  general. 

McCain  died  September  5, 1993,  and  is 
interred  at  Lakewood  Memorial  Park  in  Jackson. 


Now  for  the  good  stuff:   There  were 
many  facets  to  the  personality  of  William  D. 
McCain.  For  openers,  he  wore  the  same  tan 
suit  each  year  on  August  18  for  30  years  or 
more.  Why?  Mainly  because  it  was  the  suit 
he  wore  when  he  assumed  the  presidency  of 
USM  on  August  18,  1955,  but  he  had 
another  reason  as  well-he  enjoyed  walking 
around  the  campus  and  flaunting  his  trim 
physique  before  friends  who  had  "let  their 
waistlines  go."  (According  to  McCain,  the 
suit  cost  about  $30  in  1955.) 

It  may  surprise  you  to  learn  that  McCain 
was  an  accomplished  backyard  gardener. 
His  specialty  was  tomatoes  and  he  often 
placed  sacks  of  the  luscious  red  fruit  on  his 
neighbors'  porches  or  doorsteps.  One 
neighbor  recalled  that  McCain  always 
remembered  the  neighbor's  children  with 
birthday  and  Christmas  cards  and  frequent- 
ly bought  little  gifts  as  surprises  for  them. 

Though  McCain  was  an  excellent  bridge 
player,  his  favorite  hobby  may  have  been 
genealogy,  which  first  caught  his  attention 
in  1965.  His  research  was  concentrated  pri- 
marily on  the  families  from  which  he  was 


descended  and  he  wrote  several  books 
about  those  families.  During  his  lifetime  he 
wrote  more  than  150  books,  pamphlets 
and  articles,  including  'The  Story  of  Jack- 
son," a  two-volume  set. 

On  June  11,  1986,  McCain  narrowly 
escaped  death  when  his  car  collided  with  a 
church  bus  on  Highway  98  near  Columbia, 
Miss.  Marion  County  authorities  used  the 
"Jaws  of  Life"  to  free  McCain's  comatose 
body,  which  was  pinned  in  the  wreckage. 
After  regaining  consciousness,  he  heard 
one  of  his  rescuers  say,  "If  he  hadn't  had 
his  seat  belt  on,  we  would  be  taking  him  to 
the  cemetery  instead  of  the  hospital."  Inter- 
estingly, McCain  had  served  as  head  of  the 
governor's  Highway  Safety  Program  in  Mis- 
sissippi in  1979  and  his  duties  included 
allocating  federal  funds  to  purchase  safety 
devices  such  as  the  "Jaws  of  Life."  Perhaps 
he  was  responsible  for  the  funds  that  pur- 
chased the  very  lifesaving  device  used  on 
him.  Who  knows? 

Now  that  you  know  a  bit  about  McCain, 
the  Man,  stay  tuned  for  "McCain,  the  Presi- 
dent" in  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon    55* 


(ABOVE)  WILLIAM  MCCAIN  WITH  GRANDSON  ROBERT 
GLYN  DYAR  II  (CA.  1969) 

(RIGHT)  MCCAIN  WITH  YOUNGER  BROTHER 
HOWARD  MITCHELL  MCCAIN  (CA.  1917) 


FOUNDATION  MEWS 


Luckyday  Foundation  Gives 
Largest  Gift  in  USM  History 


Luckyday  Foundation  announced  August 
2  it  will  fund  a  record  number  of  400 
scholarships  annually  at  Southern  Miss,  the 
equivalent  of  a  $16  million  endowment. 
This  gift  will  provide  $800,000  a  year  to 
the  University,  and  is  the  largest  gift  in 
school  history. 

The  gift  from  Luckyday  Foundation, 
founded  by  the  late  Frank  R.  Day  of  Jack- 
son, funds  scholarships  for  high  school 
seniors  who  demonstrate  leadership  skills 
and  need  financial  assistance  to  pursue  a 
higher  education  at  a  four-year  institution. 

"This  gift  demonstrates  the  confidence 
shown  by  the  Luckyday  Foundation  in 
Southern  Miss  by  investing  its  resources  to 
attract  young  men  and  women  to  the  Uni- 
versity," said  Dr.  Horace  Fleming,  former 
USM  president. 

The  Luckyday  Foundation  Citizenship 
Scholars  will  target  Mississippi  high  school 
seniors  who  are  outstanding  citizens,  exem- 
plary students  and  people  committed  to  con- 
tinued involvement  in  community  service. 

The  scholarships  will  be  phased  in  start- 
ing in  fall  2002  with  a  $200,000  gift  that 
will  provide  each  of  100  students  with 
$2,000  scholarships  renewable  for  up  to 


four  consecutive 
years.  Each  year, 
100  freshmen  schol- 
arships will  be 
added  and  the  pre- 
vious scholarships 
renewed-provided 
recipients  continue 
to  meet  eligibility 
criteria-until  400 
students  are  receiv- 
ing $800,000  in 
Luckyday  scholar-  Frank  r  Day 

ships  annually. 

To  provide  an  extra  incentive  for  recipi- 
ents to  excel,  10  Luckyday  Citizenship 
Scholars  also  will  be  awarded  $4,000  schol- 
arships annually  for  their  choice  of  South- 
ern Miss'  study-abroad  programs.  All  schol- 
arship funds  will  be  administered  by  the 
USM  Foundation. 

"With  this  fantastic  commitment  to  fund 
400  Luckyday  Citizenship  Scholarships  and 
10  study-abroad  scholarships  for  Mississip- 
pians  to  attend  Southern  Miss,  the  legacy  of 
Frank  R.  Day  will  be  remembered  for  future 
generations,"  said  Bill  Pace,  associate  vice 
president  for  development. 

The  scholarship  guide- 
lines reflect  the  goals  and 
values  of  Day  and  the 
Luckyday  Foundation, 
which  has  been  awarding 
scholarships  since  1994  to 
Southern  Miss  for  students 
from  Jackson's  Bailey  Mag- 
net School.  Day,  known  for 
his  passion  to  help  young 
people  succeed,  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  Trust- 
mark  Corp.  and  Trustmark 
National  Bank.  He  died  in 
December  1999. 


Estate  Planning 
Seminar  Scheduled 
for  Dec.  4 


Estate  Planning  for  Professionals  2001, 
sponsored  by  the  USM  Foundation 
Estate  Planning  Council  and  the  South 
Mississippi  Estate  Planning  Council,  will 
be  December  4  at  the  Hattiesburg  Con- 
vention Center. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends 
who  are  attorneys,  trust  officers,  finan- 
cial planners,  development  officers, 
CPAs,  chartered  life  underwriters  or 
other  professional  estate  planners  are 
encouraged  to  attend  the  annual  semi- 
nar, for  which  continuing  education 
credits  can  be  earned. 

CLE/CEU/CLU  credits  of  6  to  8  hours 
have  been  applied  for  through  the  state. 
For  more  information,  contact  Ben  Samel, 
the  USM  Foundation's  associate  director  for 
planned  giving,  at  (601)  266-5481.  H£ 


Luckyday  Scholars  will  be  provided  extra 
support  and  encouragement  to  help  assure 
their  academic  success  through  a  variety  of 
required  seminars,  projects,  mentors,  and 
other  resources.  Many  of  those  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  University's  offices  of  the  Fresh- 
man Year  Experience  and  Admissions. 

"This  Luckyday  program  is  exciting  and 
unique  in  all  of  higher  education  because  it  is 
far  more  than  just  a  financial  award  to  out- 
standing students,"  said  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  South- 
ern Miss  vice  president  for  student  affairs.  "It 
is  a  citizenship  program  that  will  help  these 
scholars  maximize  their  academic  experience 
through  community  service-learning  and  fos- 
ter among  these  scholars  a  lifelong  commit- 
ment to  civic  engagement." 5^ 


(Above)  Representatives  and  guests  of  USM  met  in  July  with  officials  in 
Pontlevoy,  France,  to  tour  The  Abbey,  site  of  the  USM-led  European  Ameri- 
can Center  for  International  Education  and  a  new  study  abroad  program 
for  USM  students  and  faculty.  Dining  at  Hotel  L'ecole  are,  left  to  right. 
Mayor  Christian  Goemaere;  Dr.  Ben  Carmichael,  past  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation;  Dr.  Tim  Hudson,  dean  of  International  Affairs/Continuing  Edu- 
cation; and  Thierry  Deroua,  vice  president  of  Loir  et  Cher.  Each  year  the 
USM  Foundation  awards  study  abroad  scholarships  in  the  president's  name. 

(Right)  Ten  Luckyday  Scholars  will  be  awarded  scholarships  to  attend 
Southern  Miss  study  abroad  programs.  The  French  program,  to  be  head- 
quartered at  The  Abbey  in  Pontlevoy,  France,  will  begin  classes  during 
fall  2002.  Other  study  abroad  programs  are  located  in  Great  Britain, 
Germany,  Spain  and  10  other  countries  worldwide. 
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Campaign  Exceeds  Halfway  Mark 

Southern  Miss  appears  to  be  well  on  its  way  to  attaining  the  $100  million  goal  of  the 
University's  first  comprehensive  fund-raising  effort  that  began  July  1997.  The  Campaign 
for  Southern  Miss  has  raised  $63.8  million  in  current,  pledged  and  deferred  gifts. 
The  public  phase  of  the  campaign,  launched  April  20  with  more  than  $45  million  in 
hand  toward  the  campaign  goal,  is  scheduled  to  conclude  June  2004.  However,  fund- 
raisers project  donations  will  exceed  $100  million  prior  to  that  date. 

"This  remarkable  achievement  is  made  possible  through  the  tremendous  support  of 
Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends,"  said  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  president  and  campaign  chair. 
"I  am  confident  we  will  reach  and  exceed  our  $100  million  goal  well  before  schedule." 

Reported  campaign  gifts  include  cash,  pledges,  planned  gifts  and  in-kind  donations. 
Campaign  totals  are  reported  at  face  value,  representing  the  dollar  value  the  USM  Foun- 
dation has  received  from  current  gifts  or  will  eventually  receive  from  deferred  gifts. 

"As  Southern  Miss  moves  to  the  next  level  of  excellence,  adequate  funding  is  impera- 
tive," Dr.  Lucas  said.  "Sacrificial  gifts  from  supporters  and  unusually  dedicated  service  by 
faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  friends  are  responsible  for  positioning  the  University  for  its  out- 
standing accomplishments  in  teaching,  research  and  public  service.  Our  time  to  move 
forward  in  excellence  and  funding  is  now." 

Campaign  Director  Susan  Hollandsworth  said  private  funding  is  critical  to  the  Uni- 
versity's success,  especially  in  view  of  cutbacks  in  state  support.  The  six  campaign  priori- 
ties-developed with  input  from  staff,  administration,  development  and  athletic  personnel, 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University-address  specific  concerns  that  influence  the  Univer- 
sity's level  of  excellence.  The  campaign  priorities  for  Southern  Miss  are  merit  scholar- 
ships, faculty  and  staff  development,  Gulf  Coast  campus  expansion,  libraries  and  tech- 
nology, athletics  and  Founders  Society  membership. 

The  Founders  Society,  a  donor  organization  that  recognizes  individuals  who  have  includ- 
ed the  University  in  their  estate  plans,  announced  its  campaign  goal  of  500  new  members 
during  the  April  20  campaign  kickoff.  There  are  now  307  Founders  Society  members. 

More  than  34  percent  of  the  campaign  funds  reported  were  designated  for  merit  scholar- 
ships. This  represents  almost  $22  million  in  gifts.  Hollandsworth  said  scholarships  provide 
not  only  financial  assistance  to  students,  but  also  serve  as  effective  recruiting  tools  to  attract 
top  students  to  Southern  Miss.  "It  is  so  important  that  we  build  our  endowments  during  this 
campaign,"  she  said.  "These  are  the  permanent,  lasting  gifts  that  will  forever  provide  finan- 
cial support  for  students,  faculty,  athletics  and  all  other  areas  of  the  University." 

Gifts  designated  for  athletics  show  a  combination  of  priority  contributions  and  build- 
ing funds  for  the  athletic  complex  currently  under  construction.  Total  athletic  fund 
reported  through  the  campaign  are  $19.7  million. 

The  faculty  and  staff  priority  reports  more  than  $12.2  million.  Other  priority  designa- 
tions are  libraries  and  technology  reporting  almost  $178,000,  and  Gulf  Coast  campus 
expansion  raising  nearly  $1.3  million  to  date.  The  Gulf  Coast  campus  expansion  priority 
encompasses  every  facet  of  the  Gulf  Coast  program,  addressing  campaign  fund-raising  at 
USM  Gulf  Coast  and  the  Institute  of  Marine  Sciences,  consisting  of  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory,  J.L.  Scott  Marine  Education  Center  and  Aquarium,  and  ocean-related  acade- 
mic and  research  programs  at  the  John  C.  Stennis  Space  Center. 

Almost  $8.5  million  is  reported  under  other  contributions.  These  funds  are  not  clas- 
sified under  a  major  identified  priority  but  are  designated  to  specific  areas  of  interest  as 
directed  by  the  donor,  such  as  building  funds  or  unrestricted  funds. 

Dr.  Lucas  said  contributions  to  the  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss  will  provide  the  finan- 
cial basis  the  University  needs  as  South  Mississippi's  comprehensive-research  university.  He 
praised  supporters  for  their  enthusiasm  and  urged  continued  support  of  the  campaign.  £^ 
-  Donna  McGuyer 

Campaign  Financial  Update 


Total  Gifts*  by  Campaign  Priority 
Through  August  31,  2001 


Scholarships 

Athletics 

Faculty  and  Staff  Development 

Gulf  Coast 

Library  and  Technology 

Other 

Total 


$21,943,083 
$19,712,306 
$12,213,516 
$  1,279,273 
$  177,810 
$  8,457,048 

$63,783,036 


*Gi/ts  reported  in  face  value,  the  dollar  value  USM  Foundation  rea 
current  gifts  or  will  eventually  receive  from  deferred  gifts. 
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NEWS 


New  Honor  Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 

GALLERY  OF  BENEFACTORS 

Luckyday  Foundation 
Jackson,  Miss. 

PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Ed  and  Gloria  Williamson 
Philadelphia,  Miss. 

CORPORATE  HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

GodwinGroup 
Jackson,  Miss. 

HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Anonymous  ( 1 1 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES  FOR 
EXCELLENCE 

Eastman  Chemical,  Kingsport,  Tcnn. 
eValueville.com,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 
Purple  Parrot  Company  *2,  Hattiesburg.  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Monika  S.  Baron,  Alabaster,  Ala. 

Frederick  J .  Barten  *  * 

Dr.  Joan  Exline  *2,  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Claude  "Cotton"  Campbell,  Franklin,  Tenn. 

Ernest  C  Dowell,  Indian  Lake  Estate,  Fla. 

Michael  and  Sylvla  Forster,  Hattiesbiug,  Miss. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Reed  Freeman, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

James  Brent  Gregory,  Louisville,  Miss. 

Ed  Henderson,  Hattiesburg  Miss. 

Gary  LaGrange,  Long  Beach,  Miss. 

Ernest  Leuenberger,  Conroe,  Texas 

John  M.  and  Elaine  Lovorn,  Jr.,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powtll  G.  Ogeltree*3. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

James  O.  and  Mary  Ann  Schnur*. 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Petra  Schneider-Redden.  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Ken  Simpson,  Houston,  Texas 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willlam  B.  Sisson, 
Hattiesburg  Miss. 

Brenda  S.  Smith,  Guljport,  Miss. 

John  and  Annette  Stewart. 
Hattiesbiug,  Miss. 

Wayne  and  Barbie  Sullivan,  Jackson,  Miss. 
B.arry  Waits.  Lumbeiton,  Miss. 
Buddy  Wiggins,  Hattiesburg.  Miss. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Alyin  Willlams. 
Hattiesburg  Miss. 


Russell  H.  Willis 
Hattiesburg  Miss. 
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ADMISSIONS 


Making  Tracks. . . 
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AN  INSIDE  LOOK  AT 
WHAT'S  HAPPENING 
WITH  ADMISSIONS 

BY  MATHEW  A.  COX 

Director  of  Recruitment  Operations  & 
Alumni  Liaison 

What  a  year!  The  Fall  2001  enrollment 
numbers  are  in  and  they  are  outstand- 
ing. Before  I  outline  specific  categories  of 
positive  growth,  1  want  to  explain  the 
environment  in  which  we  recruited  this 
past  year. 

First,  we  dealt  with  the  same  issues  we 
wrestle  with  every  year-inadequate  funds 
for  scholarship  programs  that  would  put 
us  on  an  equal  playing  field  with  other 
major  universities  in  Mississippi. 

Second,  we  went  live  with  our 
admissions,  financial  aid  and  financial 
affairs  modules  of  the  new  campus- 
wide  database,  a  transition  that  needed 
to  be  made  but  was  not  without  its 
glitches.  To  put  it  mildly,  giving  the 
kind  of  service  prospective  students  and 
their  parents  expect  from  us  while 
bringing  online  a  completely  new  com- 
puter system  was  a  balancing  act, 
requiring  extensive  involvement  of  hun- 
dreds of  faculty  and  staff.  Hats  off  to  all 
involved  in  this  process. 

Third,  USM's  budget  reduction  issues 
were  in  the  press  daily,  and  it  is  not 
exactly  the  kind  of  coverage  that  paves 
an  easy  path  to  travel  down  while  trying 
to  recruit  students. 

Fourth,  Dr.  Flemings  contract  renego- 
tiation process  with  the  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning  (IHL)  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  IHLs  eventual  decision  not  to  offer 
our  president  a  four-year  extension,  also 
created  media  attention  that  did  not 
make  convincing  students  and  parents  to 


invest  in  our  University  any  easier. 

The  last  of  the  major  hurdles  overcome 
this  year  was  a  15  percent  increase  in 
tuition,  as  well  as  increases  in  other  relat- 
ed expenses  such  as  campus  housing  and 
food  costs. 

Please  don't  take  this  to  be  a  compila- 
tion of  complaints  (certainly,  new  com- 
puter systems  and  cost  increases  are,  in 
large  part,  signs  of  our  continuous  posi- 
tive progress).  Rather,  I'm  just  trying  to 
communicate  how  significant  our  enroll- 
ment numbers  are  in  light  of  one  of  the 
most  challenging  recruitment  years  we've 
ever  had.  In  fact,  it's  important  to  point 
out  that  in  a  "perfect  recruitment  year," 
these  results  would  be  impressive  in  and 
of  themselves. 

So  what  happened?  Here  it  is,  short 
and  sweet:  Overall  USM  enrollment 
reached  an  all-time  high  of  more  than 
15,200  students,  a  5  percent  increase. 
Our  freshman  class  is  the  largest  ever, 
with  more  than  1,400  students  (a  7.9 
percent  increase).  And  this  same  fresh- 
man class  is  one  of  the  most  academically 
talented  ever,  with  12  percent  more  of 
them  scoring  25  or  better  on  their  ACTs. 

I'd  like  to  thank  everyone  who  had  a 
part  in  this  quality  growth,  from 
recruiters  to  alumni.  This  is  a  result  of 
your  hard  work.  It  did  not  happen  by 
accident;  we  just  didn't  luck  into  it.  We 
saw  the  issues,  made  adjustments,  and 
worked  toward  the  exact  results  you  see 
here.  Congratulations  all! 

I  welcome  your  comments  and  sug- 
gestions at  mathew.cox@usm.edu,  or  at 
(601)  266-5000.  Eg 
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Mission  Accomplished 


M 


any  college  stu- 
dents consider 
summer  a  time  to 
relax  and  catch  up 
with  old  friends.  But 
for  two  fraternity 
brothers  from  South- 
ern Miss'  Pi  Kappa 
Phi  chapter,  this  past 
summer  was  spent  raising  money  and  raising  awareness  for  people 
with  disabilities. 

Through  the  encouragement  of  previous  participants  from  their 
chapter,  Paul  Gros  and  Brant  Pettis  participated  in  the  "Journey  of 
Hope,"  a  cross-countiy  bicycle  event  that  began  in  San  Francisco  and 
ended  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  event  is  organized  annually  by  Push 
America,  the  national  outreach  project  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  Fraternity. 

In  order  to  qualify  for  the  team,  each  young  man  was  required 
to  raise  a  minimum  of  $4,000  on  behalf  of  people  with  disabilities 
to  be  used  for  the  projects  and  programs  of  Push  America.  Gros  and 
Pettis  said  they  succeeded  through  the  generosity  of  family  and 
friends,  sponsorship  from  businesses  and  campus  fund-raisers. 

Along  their  journey,  the  bikers  stopped  in  various  cities  and  par- 
ticipated in  "friendship  visits"  through  such  venues  as  Special 
Olympics,  local  programs  and  camps,  where  they  interacted  with 
people  with  disabilities.  The  message  of  awareness  was  presented  to 
the  general  public  at  community  events  during  a  puppet  show 
called  "Kids  on  the  Block." 

"One  of  my  most  vivid  memories  of  the  trip  was  when  we  were 


in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  at  Camp  Sunnyside  [a  friendship  site]-as  we 
were  preparing  to  leave,  some  of  the  kids  started  crying,"  Gros  said, 
"It  really  made  me  realize  how  much  they  look  forward  to  our  visits 
each  year." 

The  average  daily  ride  was  75  miles;  however,  some  days  they 
would  bike  as  far  as  120  miles,  Pettis  said.  The  two  began  their 
training  together  by  biking  "Rail  to  Trails"  at  Longleaf  Trace  and 
eventually  progressed  to  back  roads  from  Wiggins  to  Hattiesburg. 
Pettis  said  their  longest  test  ride  was  about  87  miles. 

Although  they  trained  for  the  open  road,  nothing  could  have 
prepared  them  for  the  actual  journey.  "I  went  into  it  with  the  expec- 
tation that  it  would  be  the  greatest  summer  of  my  life,"  Gros  said. 
"Looking  back  now,  it  was  like  stepping  out  of  reality  for  a  summer. 
It  all  feels  like  a  really  good  dream." 

This  trip  might  have  been  a  new  experience  for  the  bikers,  but 
not  for  Pettis1  bike,  which  had  made  two  earlier  treks  across  the 
United  States.  It  has  become  a  tradition  for  a  member  of  their  chap- 
ter to  use  that  bike  each  year  for  Push  America  events. 

When  asked  if  they  would  consider  the  trip  again,  both  gave  a 
definite  "yes." 

"I  can't  think  of  any  better  way  to  spend  my  summer  than  to 
challenge  my  every  capability  on  behalf  of  people  with  disabilities," 
Pettis  said. 

A  senior  accounting  major  from  Wiggins,  Pettis  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Donice  Pettis.  Gros  is  a  sophomore  nutrition/dietetics 
major  from  Baton  Rouge,  La.  He  is  the  son  of  Bill  and  Susan  Gros. 
For  more  information  about  "Journey  of  Hope"  or  any  of  the  other 
projects  of  Push  America,  visit  www.pushamerica.org.  |J*T* 
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Strengthening  the 

Ties  that  Bind 


By  Charity  Moseley  Wallace  '01 


■during  their  undergraduate  years,  many  Southern  Miss  students  discover 
an  enjoyable  experience  in  the  Greek  system.  And,  following  graduation, 
some  of  those  students  remain  active  with  their  organizations,  volunteenng 
their  time  and  services  on  the  local  and  national  levels. 

But  what  drives  alumni  to  remain  active  in  their  sororities  and  frater- 
nities? Many  may  feel  it  is  a  way  to  hold  on  to  the  past,  while  others  view 
it  as  a  way  to  give  back  to  the  institution  that  greatly  contributed  to  their 
life's  path.  Some  alumni  participate  by  attending  their  chapters  events 
while  others  take  it  a  step  further  by  actively  serving  on  the  local  and 
national  level.  Whatever  the  reason  for  continued  service,  everyone 
involved  with  the  Greek  system  agrees  alumni  support  is  essential  for 
growth  and  success  in  any  fraternity  or  sorority. 

According  to  Wynde  Fitts  '91,  '97,  director  of  Greek  Life,  alumni 
supporters  are  what  keep  sororities  and  fra- 
ternities focused  on  the  values  upon 
which  the  chapters  were  founded.  She 
insists  the  key  to  the  success  of  a  fraternity 
or  sorority  is  a  "strong  advisory  board 
and  engaged  alumni." 

Jess  New,  president  of  Southern  Miss' 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  chapter,  echoed 
Fitts'  sentiments,  saying  alumni  involve- 
ment is  important  because  of  the 
expenence  and  guidance  it  can  provide. 
"They  give  us  ideas  on  how  to  run  things,  how  to  be  better  organized  and 
keep  everything  afloat,"  he  explained.  "They  steer  us  in  the  right  direction." 

Advising  younger  members  is  one  reason  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren  '63 
continues  to  be  actively  involved  with  sorority  life.  "I  have  a  strong  belief 
that  it  helps  women  become  their  best  self,"  she  said,  adding  that  soronty 
life  was  a  positive  experience  that  allowed  her  to  learn  from  the  large  net- 
work of  women  involved,  develop  leadership  skills,  work  with  different 
types  of  people  and  practice  management  skills. 

Warren  continues  to  give  time  to  her  sorority,  Kappa  Delta.  In  fact,  at 
its  recent  national  convention  she  was  elected  to  serve  a  third 
term  on  the  National  Council.  Additionally,  Warren  is  active 
with  the  National  Panhellenic  Conference,  which  recently 
appointed  her  to  serve  as  a  National  Panhellenic  Conference 
College  Panhellenic  area  adviser.  According  to  Warren,  the 
role  of  adviser  has  afforded  her  a  unique  perspective  into 
Southern  Miss  and  its  Greek  system. 

"My  involvement  with  the  National  Panhellenic  Conference 
has  allowed  me  to  see  the  beauty  of  the  Greek  system,  the 
philanthropy,  what  they  are  giving  back,"  she  explained.  "1 
have  developed  an  appreciation  for  all  sororities  and  fraterni- 
ties. All  groups  have  great  things  going  on  and  great  people 
involved  within  them.  Being  involved  on  the  national  level  has 
also  allowed  me  to  see  not  only  what  a  great  university 


Southern  Miss  is,  but  also 
what  a  great  Greek  system 
Southern  Miss  has  to  offer." 

Improving  the 
University's  Greek  life  is  part 

of  why  Ron  Doleac  70  devotes  his  time  and  services  to  campus  fraterni- 
ties and  sororities.  In  fact,  with  Doleac's  help,  Southern  Miss 
implemented  a  five-star  evaluation  program  of  fraternities  to  improve  the 
management  and  quality  of  fraternity  chapters  on  campus.  The  program 
began  in  fall  2000.  (For  more  information  about  the  five-star  program, 
please  see  sidebar  below.) 

Doleac,  a  former  president  of  the  national  organization  of  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon  and  a  former  member  of  the  North  American  Interfratemity 
Conference  (NIC)  Board  of  Directors,  said  his  active  involvement  with 
the  Southern  Miss  Fraternity  Advisory  Board,  as  well  as  the  local  and 
national  organization  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon,  comes  from  his  strong 
belief  in  the  Greek  system  and  the  ideals  and  values  it  offers  students.  "I 
believe  Greek  life  is  a  forum  where  a  student  can  get  an  opportunity  to 
develop  leadership  skills,  get  along  with  others,  work  with  the  communi- 
ty and  develop  lifelong  friendships,"  he  said. 

In  addition  to  nurtunng  strong  bonds,  fraternities  and  sororities  also 
promote  networking  opportunities  among  members,  which  is  another 
way  alumni  are  lending  a  helping  hand.  Malisha  Turk,  president  of 
Southern  Miss'  chapter  of  Chi  Omega,  said  not  only  do  alumni  offer 
financial  support,  guidance  and  leadership,  they  also  provide  a  link  to 
the  outside  world.  "There  is  a  great  bond  with  alumni,"  she  said.  "They 
provide  a  good  connection  and  are  an  invaluable  source  for  networking." 


Five-Star  Program  Encourages  Excellence 

In  an  effort  to  improve  the  management  and  quality  of  fraternity  chapters 
on  campus,  Southern  Miss  implemented  a  five-star  evaluation  program  of 
fraternities  last  fall.  The  evaluation  program  provides  a  framework  by 
which  fraternity  chapters  can  document  their  activities  and  achievements. 

Additionally,  the  program  evaluates  Southern  Miss  fraternities  in  the 
areas  of  academics,  financial  management,  university/community 
relations  and  service,  campus  involvement,  new  member  education 
program  and/or  membership  intake. 

The  program  provides  an  opportunity  for  Southern  Miss  fraternity 
chapters  to  review  their  performance  and  standing  within  the  University's 
Greek  community.  By  reviewing  critically  and  carefully  its  present  state, 
each  chapter  can  determine  which  areas  it  needs  to  improve  upon  and  set 
goals  to  work  toward  that  improvement. 

C.M.W. 
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Often,  such  networking  is  a  vital  resource 
for  Greeks.  "I  got  my  first  job  because  of  a 
fraternity  brother,"  said  Luke  Schissel  '62  of 
Greenwood.  He  also  credits  his  fraternity 
with  affording  him  opportunities  to  meet  peo- 
ple he  would  not  ordinarily  meet,  such  as  Bob  Dole,  Jerry  Jones,  corporate 
CEOs,  and  former  presidents  Ronald  Reagan  and  George  Bush. 

For  39  years,  Schissel  has  volunteered  his  time  to  Kappa  Sigma.  Active 
in  the  organization  as  an  undergraduate,  he  has  remained  involved  ever 
since.  Schissels  voluntary  service  is  evident  on  the  national  level.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  NIC  Board  of  Directors,  and  recently,  the  Kappa  Sigma 
Endowment  Fund  established  a  $2,500  scholarship-leadership  award  in 
his  honor.  Additionally,  in  1998,  Schissel  was  recognized  as  Epsilon-Nu 
chapters  "Man  of  the  Half-Century" 

"My  interest  and  commitment  remain  based  on  what  I  think  an  initiate 
derives  from  being  a  member — everything  from  the  association  that  the 
fraternity  provides  for  networking  for  future  jobs  to  attempting  to  assist 
undergraduates  in  developing  communication  and  leadership  skills," 
Schissel  said.  'Those  who  volunteer  do  make  a  difference  because  they 
constantly  want  to  enhance  undergraduates'  experience  and  to  ensure 
that  it  is  genuine  and  positive." 

Alumni  who  remain  actively  involved  with  their  chapters  not  only 
provide  invaluable  service  to  students,  but  they  also  gam  rewards  from 
their  participation.  "1  am  grateful  for  the  years  I  have  spent  working  and 
serving  as  a  national  officer,"  Warren  said.  "The  opportunities  have  been 


gratifying,  the  people  I  have  met  have  been  stimulating,  and  the 
experiences  1  have  had  have  enriched  my  life." 

For  alumni  like  Doleac,  involvement  with  Greek  organizations 
allows  them  to  reconnect  with  the  University.  "Involvement  with 
fraternities  and  soronties  is  a  growing  connection  with  the 
University,"  Doleac  said.  "Alumni  must  realize  that  they  can  make  a  differ- 
ence if  simply  by  spending  an  occasional  hour  with  the  students." 

Susan  Weldon,  president  of  Southern  Miss'  chapter  of  Delta  Gamma, 
said  she  considers  alumni  involvement  as  a  way  of  linking  the  past  with 
the  present.  "It's  the  neatest  thing  when  an  alumnae  comes  back  to  visit 
Southern  Miss  and  she  walks  into  the  chapter  room  for  the  first  time  in 
years,"  she  explained.  "Her  face  just  lights  up  and  you  realize  the  same 
love  and  devotion  you  have  for  your  soronty  is  something  she  still  carries 
with  her,  despite  the  time  and  life  changes  that  have  passed.  It  assures  us 
that  Delta  Gamma  isn't  just  a  social  activity  in  college,  but  a  valuable  set 
of  memories  and  ideals  that  you  carry  with  you  for  your  entire  life." 

Warren  agreed,  "Membership  does  not  end  with  college  but  like  the 
process  of  learning,  growing,  and  developing  it  goes  on  and  on. 
Membership  is  a  lifetime  experience." 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  contribute  to  Southern  Miss  fra- 
ternities and  soronties,  contact  the  Greek  Life  Office  at  (601)  266-4823. 


Charity  Moseley  Wallace  '01  recently  received  her  master's  degree  in  public 
relations  from  Southern  Miss.  She  is  a  regular  contributor  to  The  Talon. 
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Alumni  Legislators  Discuss 
College  Board  Redistricting 

dividing 

lines 

"This  is  a  fairness  issue-fairness  so  that  every 

region  of  our  state  has  adequate  representation... 

It's  time  we  make  sure  there's  equal  representation 

across  the  state.  This  is  something  that  should 

already  have  been  done.  It's  past  time  to  take 

action  on  it." 

-  Lt.  Gov.  Amy  Tuck,  July  26, 2001 
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Participants: 

Lee  Jarrell  Davis  (R) 

House  District:  102nd  (Forrest  County) 
Legislative  Experience:  1992-present 

Lee  Davis  is  vice  chairman  of  the  Juvenile  Justice 
committee.  He  also  serves  on  the  Municipalities, 
Transportation,  Universities  and  Colleges,  and  Ways 
and  Means  committees. 


When  Mississippi's  Lt.  Gov.  Amy 
Tuck  announced  this  summer  the 
need  for  redistricting  the  State 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL)  Board 
of  Trustees,  the  people  of  south  Mississippi, 
especially  Southern  Miss  alumni,  took 
notice.  The  12  board  members  of  this  consti- 
tutional governing  body  for  the  IHL,  which 
is  also  called  the  College  Board,  are  appoint- 
ed to  staggered  terms  by  the  governor  and 
serve  for  12  years.  The  College  Board  is 
responsible  for  policy  and  financial  oversight 
of  the  state's  eight  public  institutions  of  high- 
er learning.  Current  appointments  are  par- 
tially based  on  a  map  that  was  drawn  in  the 
1940s,  when  the  majority  of  the  population 
still  resided  north  of  Jackson.  Now,  60  years 
later,  a  growth  spurt  in  the  southern  half  of 
the  state  has  resulted  in  a  shift  in  population. 

Due  in  large  part  to  Tuck's  announce- 
ment, the  issue  of  redistricting  the  College 
Board  will  top  many  legislators'  priority  lists 
dunng  this  upcoming  session.  In  an  effort  to 
inform  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University 


about  possible  courses  of  action,  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association  hosted  several  USM 
alumni  state  legislators  to  meet  for  a  round- 
table  discussion.  Moderating  the  talk  was 
Hattiesburg  attorney  Moran  Pope  '44.  Pope  is 
a  former  mayor  of  Hattiesburg  and  a  former 
president  of  both  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  and  the  USM  Foundation. 

The  following  transcribed  excerpt  pre- 
sents readers  with  a  sample  of  potential 
bills  and  conveys  the  intentions  of  some  of 
our  alumni  state  legislators.  Also  included 
in  this  feature  is  a  listing  of  the  participants' 
contact  information.  We  encourage  alumni 
to  contact  their  state  legislators  to  let  their 
voices  be  heard  on  all  legislative  issues 
involving  higher  education  in  Mississippi. 

What  can  alumni  and  friends  of  Southern  Miss 
do  to  participate  in  the  way  College  Board 
members  are  selected?  What  bills  have  you  for- 
mulated to  improve  the  current  system? 

Sen.  Debbie  Dawkins:  In  Mississippi, 
the  governor  appoints  more  than  30  wards 
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Debbie  Dawkins  (D) 

District:  48th  (Harrison  County) 
Legislative  Experience:  2000-present 

Deborah  Dawkins  is  vice  chair  of  both  the  Environ- 
ment Protection,  Conservation  and  Water  Resources 
and  the  Executive  Contingent  Fund  committees.  She 
also  serves  on  the  Appropriations,  County  Affairs, 
Elections,  Oil,  Gas  and  Other  Minerals,  Ports  and 
Marine  Resources,  and  Public  Health  and  Welfare  com- 
mittees. She  is  the  only  freshman  senator  serving  on 
the  Public  Health  and  Welfare  committee. 

Joey  Fillingane  (R) 

House  District:  101st  (Lamar,  Forrest  counties) 
Legislative  Experience:  2000-present 

Joey  Fillingane  serves  on  the  Education,  Judiciary 
B,  Juvenile  Justice,  Oil,  Gas  and  Other  Minerals,  and 
Penitentiary  committees. 

Billy  Hewes  (R) 

District:  49th  (Harrison  County) 
Legislative  Experience:  1992-present 

Billy  Hewes  is  chairman  of  the  Ports  and  Marine 
Resources  committee.  He  also  serves  as  a  member  on 
the  following  committees:  Business  and  Financial  Insti- 
tutions, Economic  Development,  Tourism  and  Parks, 
Environmental  Protection,  Conservation  and  Water 
Resources,  Finance,  Highways  and  Transportation. 
Insurance,  Municipalities  and  PEER. 

Thomas  E.  King  Jr.  (R) 

Senate  District:  44th  (Forrest,  Lamar,  Perry  counties) 
Legislative  Experience: 

House  of  Representatives  1993-1999; 
Senate  2000  -  present 

Tom  King  is  chair  of  the  Executive  Contingent 
Fund  and  vice  chair  of  the  Municipalities  committees. 
He  also  serves  on  the  Education,  Finance,  Insurance, 
Juvenile  Justice,  Public  Property,  and  Veterans  and  Mil- 
itary Affairs  committee. 

Randy  G.  "Bubba"  Pierce  (D) 

House  District:  105th  (Greene,  Perry,  Stone,  George 

counties) 
Legislative  Experience:  2000-present 

Randy  Pierce  serves  on  the  Agriculture,  Education. 
Judiciary  A,  Penitentiary  and  Transportation  committees. 

James  C.  Simpson  Jr.  (R) 

House  District:  120th  (Harrison  County) 
Legislative  Experience:  1995-present 

lames  "Jim"  Simpson  15  chairman  of  the  Loca 
Private  Legislation  committee.  He  also  serves  on  the 
Insurance, Judiciary  A.  Public  Utilities,  and  Ways  and 
Means  committees. 
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"To  get  to  the  next 

level,  we  need  to  have 

candidates  from  this 

area  run  for  lieutenant 

governor  and  governor. 

Once  you  have  a 

person  in  that  position, 

then  that's  the  default 

position  and  they're 

always  going  to  help 

you. " 

-Rep.  Joey  Fillingane 


and  commissions  by  Congressional  dis- 
tricts. Most  of  these  are  according  to  old 
Congressional  distncts.  I  originally  envi- 
sioned 30  or  more  different  bills,  one  for 
each  ward  or  commission.  One  of  those 
commissions  is  the  IHL  Board  of 
Trustees;  the  appointments  to  the  IHL 
board  would  be  changed  to  use  the  four 
new  Congressional  districts.  However, 
the  IHL  Board  of  Trustees  is  not  the  only 
entity  whose  members  are  appointed 
according  to  old  Congressional  districts. 
When  the  governor  goes  to  make 
appointments,  they'll  use  maps  of  the 
old  Congressional  districts  because,  for 
example,  appointments  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Quality  have  to 
be  made  according  to  1970  Congres- 
sional districts. 

Are  you  saying  your  bill  would  include  the  IHL 
board,  as  well  as  other  boards,  in  one  bill? 

Sen.  Dawkins:  Yes.  There  will  be  a 
lot  of  bills  that  deal  with  the  IHL,  but 
this  bill  would  take  in  30  different  prob- 
lems and  deal  with  them  at  one  time. 
I'm  hopeful  we  can  put  pressure  on  the 
lieutenant  governor  to  send  this  bill  to 
the  Fees,  Salaries  and  Administration 
Committee,  which  is  where  these  sorts 
of  bills  go.  The  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee is  interested  in  the  bill. 

In  addressing  the  IHL  issue,  I  think 
it  would  be  very  helpful  to  have  mem- 
bers appointed  by  Congressional  dis- 
tricts. It  was  pointed  out  that  if  we  had 
four  board  members  from  south  Missis- 
sippi, they  would  not  automatically  be 
USM  supporters.  They  would  not  auto- 
matically do  what  we  want  them  to  do. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  board  mem- 
bers lived  in  our  Congressional  district, 
we  can  certainly  bring  pressure  on  them 
to  do  what  we  want.  In  the  past,  that 
pressure  has  not  always  been  effective. 

In  general,  I  think  this  bill  is  a 
good  thing.  It's  a  housekeeping  mea- 
sure that  should  have  been  done  a 
long  time  ago,  and  I'm  hopeful  we  can 
get  it  through  with  pressure  from  peo- 
ple in  south  Mississippi.  I  already  have 
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it  out  to  several  alumni,  and  I'm  hopeful 
to  get  support  from  as  many  people  as 
possible  from  south  Mississippi  and 
other  parts  of  the  state. 

Rep.  James  Simpson:  I  think  redistrict- 
ing  is  a  good  idea.  I  don't  think  anyone  can 
figure  out  a  good  reason  not  to  update 
appointments  by  current  Congressional  dis- 
tricts. Why  would  anyone  want  to  make 
appointments  by  Congressional  districts 
from  1972  or  1978,  for  example?  It  would 
seem  to  me,  every  time  we  redistrict  Con- 
gressionally  the  appointments  ought  to  go 
along  with  that. 

Sen.  Billy  Hewes:  It  goes  back  to 
what  Debbie  was  talking  about-an  issue 
of  fairness.  It's  a  matter  of  equity.  The 
reality  is  there  are  a  lot  of  folks  who  like 
things  just  the  way  they  are,  and  unfortu- 
nately, those  are  the  power  brokers  in 
other  parts  of  the  state.  I'm  hoping  with 
this  momentum  we  have  behind  redis- 
ricting, we  will  elicit  some  change,  to  do 
something  broadminded. 

A  lot  of  us  have  bills  that  are  going  to 
be  very  similar  in  scope.  A  lot  of  the  bills 
involve  changing  the  Congressional  dis- 
tricts, and  the  legislature  will  go  for  that. 
Anything  beyond  that,  I  think,  will  have 
difficulty  passing. 

But  if  we're  going  to  be  talking  about 
being  equitable,  I  think  we  have  to  update 
the  Congressional  districts.  I  think  we 
have  to  ensure  representation  from  all  of 
the  comprehensive  universities  on  this 
board.  For  example,  my  bill  would  sug- 
gest we  have  eight  members-one  from 
each  of  the  respective  universities  and  four 
seats  at  large.  You  can  even  have  someone 
from  out  of  state  who  has  considerable 
expertise  or  experience  he  or  she  can 
bring  to  the  table  in  an  objective  fashion. 
At  least  you'd  have  more  balance  than  you 
do  now.  The  other  change  I  would  make 
is  to  reduce  the  term  from  12  to  six  years. 
Twelve  years  is  much  too  long  for  anyone 
to  serve  on  any  board,  and  after  a  certain 
point  in  time,  you  need  to  keep  things 
fresh  and  updated. 


Rep.  Simpson:  I  think  that's  a  great 
idea.  You  can't  assume  an  appointee's  loy- 
alty based  on  where  he  or  she  received  his 
or  her  degree.  If  you  appoint  a  Southern 
Miss  grad  to  represent  the  school,  he 
may  live  in  Tupelo  and  his  heart  may  be 
in  north  Mississippi.  Conversely,  there 
are  some  very  strong  Ole  Miss  supporters 
on  the  Coast.  I  don't  know  that  you  can 
say  you're  going  to  appoint  a  graduate  or 
representative  of  particular  universities. 
I'm  not  so  sure  that  you  don't  have  to 
count  on  people's  good  intentions  and 
good  service. 

If  you  appoint  them  by  Congressional 
districts,  then  they  need  to  represent  the 
needs  of  the  people  of  their  district.  So  if 
you're  an  Ole  Miss  graduate  but  you're 
from  the  Coast,  you  still  have  to  look  out 
for  Coast  interests.  If  we  try  to  parochial- 
lze  it  so  much  that  you're  going  to  be  an 
Ole  Miss  man,  and  you're  going  to  be  a 
Southern  Miss  man,  I  don't  know  that 
that  brings  them  to  do  the  job.  They're 
not  supposed  to  be  there  just  to  ring  the 
bell  for  their  school;  they're  supposed  to 
represent  the  entire  IHL  system. 

Sen.  Tom  King:  I  have  a  bill  similar 
to  Billy's  where  there  is  one  representa- 
tive from  each  college  and  university  and 
one  from  each  of  the  four  Congressional 
districts.  You  cannot  have  more  than  two 
people  representing  one  university.  And  I 
like  the  eight-year  terms  in  lieu  of  12. 

I  think  consensus  should  be  among 
all  of  us  in  south  Mississippi  to  come  up 
with  a  plan  we  can  all  get  behind.  Let's 
go  with  what's  going  to  benefit  our 
school.  We  have  to  put  our  school  first, 
and  we're  not  doing  that  now.  From  Jack- 
son south,  there  are  more  than  100  legis- 
lators; there  are  174  legislators  in  the 
entire  state.  Shame  on  us  if  we  can't  come 
together  on  something  like  this.  We  need 
to  forget  this  Democrat-Republican  deal. 
That's  the  only  way  things  happen-on  a 
bipartisan  agreement.  We  need  to  take 
the  charge  on  issues  like  this  that  affect 
our  school  and  south  Mississippi. 

So  how  can  the  University's  alumni 
help?  If  alumni  and  friends  of  Southern 


Miss  want  ardent  USM  supporters  in  the 
legislature,  keep  sending  us  back  there. 
The  whole  scheme  of  things  is  set  on  the 
seniority  system.  Enough  of  us  will  get 
up  there  and  stay  there  for  a  little  while 
to  build  seniority  so  we  can  better  repre- 
sent our  area  and  our  school. 

Ij  you  have  three  graduates  from  Ole  Miss 
and  three  from  Mississippi  State,  it  may  be 
that  they're  all  fair,  but  the  perception  is  the 
reality  of  it.  Supposed  the  IHL  board  had 
three  alumni  from  USM  and  three  from 
Jackson  State.  How  would  Ole  Miss  and 
Mississippi  State  feel? 

Sen.  King:  And  some  schools  don't 
have  any  representation.  If  you  have 
one  representative  from  each  school, 
you'd  have  four  seats  left  to  fill  in  a 
variety  of  ways. 

Rep.  Lee  Jarrell  Davis:  I'm  proposing 
that  we  represent  the  four  Congressional 
districts  by  having  two  graduates  each 
from  Southern  Miss,  Mississippi  State, 
Ole  Miss  and  Jackson  State,  and  one  each 
from  the  other  four  schools.  They  would 
have  eight-year  terms.  The  reason  why 
that  would  be  somewhat  popular  is 
because  the  other  four  schools  don't  have 
representation  at  all  in  many  cases. 

For  the  past  10  years,  I  have  sat  on  the 
University  and  Colleges  Committee.  We 
talk  about  what's  good  for  all  of  these  uni- 
versities, and  we  want  good  things  for  all 
of  them.  But  when  it's  down  to  the  end, 
when  the  rope  goes  tight,  who  am  I  going 
to  go  for?  I'm  probably  going  to  back  USM 
when  something  critical  comes  to  that 
committee.  Even  members  of  the  College 
Board  do  that;  they  can't  help  it.  When  it 
gets  down  to  the  end  of  the  rope,  they're 
going  to  go  tor  the  university  from  which 
they  graduated.  That's  human  nature  and 
there's  nothing  wrong  with  that.  Some 
people  may  say  I  didn't  leave  room  for 
people  who  haven't  graduated  from  Mis- 
sissippi colleges.  That's  true,  I  didn't. 
That's  because  I  believe  the}'  should  have 
had  the  Mississippi  college  or  university 
experience  to  serve  on  the  board. 


"As  a  region,  we're 
starting  to  realize  we 
are  a  force  and  we  do 
have  much  more  in 
common  than  we  ever 
had  before.  What 
benefits  one  benefits 
us  all  statewide.  We 
need  to  get  our  colleges 
around  the  state  to  see 
the  same  thing. " 


-Sen.  Billy  Hewes 
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"I  think  consensus 
should  be  among  all 
of  us  in  south  Missis- 
sippi to  come  up  with 
a  plan  that  we  can  all 
get  behind.  From 
Jackson  on  south, 
there  are  more  than 
100  legislators;  there 
are  174  legislators  in 
the  entire  state. 
Shame  on  us  if  we 
can't  come  together  on 
something  like  this. " 

-Sen.  Tom  King 


Rep.  Randy  Pierce:  I  think  the 
approach  should  be  about  fairness;  it 
shouldn't  be  about  USM,  Ole  Miss  or 
Mississippi  State,  because  that  tends  to 
make  people  defensive.  I'm  working  on  a 
bill  that  would  take  a  representative  from 
each  of  the  three  Supreme  Court  districts, 
regardless  of  alma  mater. 

The  important  thing  for  alumni  and 
friends  to  know  is  that  we  need  to  have  a 
unified  program  or  else  we're  not  going  to 
be  successful.  I  have  my  own  ideas,  but 
I'm  willing  to  give  them  up  for  the  good 
of  the  long-term  objective  we  all  seek. 
Ultimately,  we  all  need  to  come  to  a  con- 
sensus on  a  plan  and  a  product  that 
everyone  agrees  is  fair. 

Rep.  Simpson:  A  good  issue  brought 
up  earlier  was  about  the  power  being  in 
north  Mississippi  and  other  areas.  Mis- 
sissippi is  historically  an  agricultural 
state,  so  the  power  was  always  in  the 
Delta  and  the  farm  areas.  Frankly  speak- 
ing, south  Mississippi-especially  the 
Coast-had  less  in  common  with  the 
other  areas  of  the  state  than  all  of  them 
did  with  each  other.  If  you  started 
pooling  common  interests,  south  Mis- 
sissippi to  an  extent  was  left  out.  We 
have  less  In  common,  and  I  think  that 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  why  the  power  has 
been  up  there.  I  also  think  that  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  why  power  is  shifting 
now.  Southern  Mississippi,  especially 
from  Jackson  on  down,  has  much  more 
in  common  with  each  other  than 
before.  A  perfect  example  was  the  Rail- 
road Bill  from  last  year,  and  an  even 
better  example  is  this  issue.  I  think  if 
we  all  got  behind  promoting  fairness  in 
this  system,  you'd  see  south  Mississip- 
pi's influence.  This  is  not  a  south  Mis- 
sissippi issue;  it's  a  statewide  issue. 

Sen.  Hewes:  This  is  not  a  USM  issue; 
it's  not  necessarily  a  south  Mississippi 
issue.  It  is  paramount  to  us  now  because 
it  is  affecting  us  now.  The  power  shift  is 
going  to  shift  around  again,  so  we  need 
to  look  at  this  issue  long-term  for  the 
overall  equity  of  the  state.  The  fact  that 
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we  even  name  universities  included  in 
this  is  driven  by  perception,  which 
could  be  reality,  of  the  imbalance  that 
exists  on  the  board  now.  But  the  tem- 
plate is  in  place  for  us  to  go  forward  as  a 
region.  The  Railroad  Bill  is  the  first 
thing  we  came  together  on  as  a  group 
and  it  got  a  lot  of  attention.  As  a  region, 
we're  starting  to  realize  we  are  a  force 
and  we  do  have  much  more  in  common 
than  we  ever  had  before.  What  benefits 
one  benefits  us  all  statewide.  We  need  to 
get  our  colleges  around  the  state  to  see 
the  same  thing. 

As  you  can  see  in  this  discussion, 
there  is  no  concern  over  ownership  of 
this  particular  piece  of  legislation.  I  think 
we  will  all  favor  anything  discussed 
today,  and  I  hope  everyone  across  the 
state  would  feel  the  same  way  because  it 
is  something  that  can  have  long-term 
positive  effects. 

How  can  it  get  done?  Regular  legisla- 
tion is  going  to  be  introduced,  and  we're 
going  to  have  to  get  out  there  and  bang 
the  drum.  Have  people  tell  their  repre- 
sentatives how  important  the  issue  is  to 
them.  This  is  a  window  of  opportunity. 
After  this  session,  the  window  is  proba- 
bly going  to  close.  We're  going  to  have  to 
pass  something  on  a  large  or  medium 
scale  because  I'm  not  sure  we're  going  to 
have  another  opportunity  like  this  again. 

Rep.  Joey  Fillingane:  In  politics,  tim- 
ing is  everything.  There  are  several  forces 
going  on  now  that  makes  this  session  the 
time  to  take  action. 

First,  there  was  the  way  Dr.  Fleming 
was  treated  by  the  College  Board,  which 
was  supported  by  some  of  the  leadership. 
The  way  he  was  treated  got  everyone's  ire 
up,  and  it  has  energized  the  people  who 
should  be  behind  this  bill. 

Second,  the  election  is  coming  up  in 
two  years.  You  have  two  people,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  and  the  governor,  who 
are  not  from  our  area.  They  presumably 
will  be  running  again,  and  they  both 
need  a  lot  of  votes  from  our  part  of  the 
state.  One  of  the  best  ways  to  secure 
votes  is  to  do  something  for  Southern 


Miss  in  the  way  of  restructuring  the  Col- 
lege Board.  If  legislation  passes,  they're 
going  to  take  all  the  credit  for  themselves 
and  try  to  parley  that  into  lots  of  votes 
from  south  Mississippi,  and  that's  OK. 
We  need  to  take  advantage  of  the  situa- 
tion, milk  it  for  everything  it's  worth,  and 
get  something  passed  this  next  year. 

Rep.  Davis:  1  think  we  need  to  put  all 
of  our  ideas  on  the  table  and  formulate 
some  kind  of  legislation.  I'd  like  to  see 
something  pass  because  I  think  this  ses- 
sion is  our  last  shot. 

Sen.  Dawkins:  It  may  not  be  a  bad 
idea  to  keep  other  vehicles  out  there. 
Sometimes  there  is  strength  in  numbers, 
including  having  two  or  three  vehicles 
in  case  one  is  killed.  We  need  to  keep 
something  alive  on  both  sides  as  long  as 
we  can. 

Sen.  King:  We  need  comparison  bills. 
By  having  that,  we'll  have  a  vehicle. 

Rep.  Simpson:  If  we  come  up  with  a 
fair  plan  for  the  whole  state  and  not  just 
a  parochial  plan  that  only  benefits  us,  we 
can  sell  it  to  enough  people  from  other 
areas  of  the  state.  As  long  as  we  stay  with 
it,  we  can  have  some  success. 

Do  you  think  there  is  a  community  oj  inter- 
est between  the  Coast  and  the  rest  of  south 
Mississippi? 

Rep.  Simpson:  I  think  the  similarities 
are  growing.  We  have  more  and  more  in 
common  with  each  other  all  the  time. 
That  does  not  mean  it's  a  split  from  north 
Mississippi.  Mississippi  is  going  to  be  an 
agricultural  state;  agriculture  is  important 
and  it  always  will  be.  If  we  separate  our- 
selves from  them  based  on  our  differ- 
ences, it's  not  going  to  help  us. 

Sen.  Dawkins:  For  example,  Harri- 
son County  has  a  lot  in  common  with 
DeSoto  County  as  far  as  our  growth 
spurts.  We're  experiencing  some  of  the 
same  problems  and  solutions  we  can 
work  on  with  people  from  that  area.  It's 
not  that  we  want  to  have  a  dividing  line 
and  not  work  with  the  others,  but  those 


of  us  south  of  Jackson  are  not  having 
our  specific  needs  addressed  in  propor- 
tion to  the  dollars  we  are  sending  for 
the  budget. 

Sen.  Hewes:  There  may  be  an 
immediate  benefit  to  our  area  or  our 
region  once  we  have  a  solution.  This  is 
something  that  benefits  our  entire  state 
as  a  whole.  One  concern  we  need  to 
bear  in  mind  is  that  although  we  are 
growing  in  numbers,  90  percent  of  the 
chairs  who  determine  the  life  or  death 
of  the  appeals  exist  north  of  Jackson's 
north-south  line. 

How  do  they  get  those  seats? 

Sen.  Hewes:  Through  seniority  and 
through  the  appointment  process  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  the  speaker  of 
the  House. 

Rep.  Fillingane:  To  get  to  the  next 
level,  we  need  to  have  candidates  from 
this  area  run  for  lieutenant  governor 
and  governor.  Once  you  have  a  person 
in  that  position,  then  that's  the  default 
position  and  they're  always  going  to 
help  you. 

Rep.  Pierce:  Jim  Simpson  said  it  best 
when  he  was  talking  about  the  Railroad 
Bill.  This  one  guy  stood  up  and  kept  ask- 
ing about  the  railroad.  Finally,  Jim  said, 
"Look,  we're  not  going  into  the  railroad 
business.  We're  going  into  the  economic 
development  business."  And  that's  the 
bottom  line:  When  it  comes  to  this  Col- 
lege Board,  we're  not  in  the  college  busi- 
ness, we're  in  the  fairness  business. 

It  is  expected  that  the  issue  of  redis- 
tricting  the  College  Board  will  be  promi- 
nent in  the  upcoming  session.  As  is  evi- 
dent from  this  discussion,  there  is  no 
clear-cut  plan  that  addresses  the  issue. 
However,  with  the  dedication  and  sup- 
port of  legislators  like  these,  it  is  appar- 
ent that  strides  will  be  taken  to  ensure  a 
fair  solution.  5I> 


Get 

in  Touch 

Lee  J 

arrell  Davis 

Write: 

Capitol 

Room  400F-NC 

PO.  Box  1018 

Jackson,  MS  39215-1018 

*302  40th  Place 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

Phone: 

(601)  359-2431 
(601)  264-1788 
(601)  264-8306  (H) 

E-mail 

address:  ldavis@mail. house. state. ms. us 

Deborah  Dawkins 

Write: 

Senate 

Room  442-RB 

PO.  Box  1018 

Jackson,  MS  39215-1018 

Phone: 

(601)  359-2220 
(228)  452-3868  (H) 

E-mail: 

ddawkins@mail. senate. state. ms. us 

Joey 

Fillingane 

Write: 

*241  Fillingane  Road 
Sumrall,  MS  39482 

Phone: 

(601)271-2070  (H) 

E-mail  address:  jfillmgane@mail. house. state. ms. us 

Billy 

Hewes 

Write: 

Senate 

Room  118B-NC 

PO.  Box  1018 

Jackson,  MS  39215-1018 

*P  O.  Box  2387 
Gulfport,  MS   39505-2387 

Phone: 

(601)  359-3173 
(228)832-6731  (.IT 

E-mail: 

bhewes@mail. senate. state. ms. us 

Thomas  King  Jr. 

Write: 

*P.O.  Box  1134 
Petal,  MS   39465 

Phone: 

(601)  582-3617  (H) 

Randy  Pierce 

Write: 

*R  O.  Box  418 
Leakesville,  MS  39451 

Phone: 

(601)394-4048  (.W 

E-mail 

address:  rpierce@mail.house.state.ms  us 

James  Simpson 

Write: 

Capitol 

Room:  115A-NC 

PO.  Box  1018 

Jackson.  MS  39215-1018 

*153  Spence  Drive 

Pass  Christian.  MS  39571 

Phone: 

(601)  350-3014 
(228)452-9768  (.lrO 

E-mail  address:  jsimpson@mail.house.state.ms.us 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Mississippi  Legislatures 
website,  vvww.kstate.ms.us. 
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Dr.  Michael  Herrington,  a  hema- 
tologist  and  oncologist  with  the 
Hattiesburg  Clinic,  began 
attending  the  Saturday  program  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 
Frances  A.  Kames  Center  for  Gifted  Stud- 
ies at  age  1 1 .  As  one  of  the  first  students 
in  a  program  designed  to  cultivate  the  tal- 
ents and  interests  of  gifted  students,  Her- 
rington is  a  testament  to  the  programs 
success.  "I  think  the  centers  programs 
pull  a  competitive  spirit  from  the  stu- 
dents," said  Herrington,  who  added  that 
the  center  allows  participants  exposure  to 
their  intellectual  peers  through  classes 
that  challenge  and  motivate.  "The  gifted 
program  allowed  me  this  type  of  competi- 
tive experience  before  entering  medical 
school,  where  students  are  traditionally 
on  even  ground." 

Founded  in  1979,  the  center  was 
established  to  further  the  education  of 
gifted  students  through  teaching, 
research  and  services.  "I  believe  that  gift- 
ed students  need  many  and  varied  learn- 
ing outlets  in  and  out  of  school  and  out- 
side of  the  traditional  gifted  curriculum 
offered  in  school,"  said  Dr.  Frances  A. 
Karnes,  professor  of  special  education 


and  founder  and  director  of  the  Center 
for  Gifted  Studies. 

This  dynamic  environment  for  gifted 
students  offers  instructional  programs 
that  challenge  and  motivate  youth  in 
kindergarten  through  grade  12.  Pro- 
grams of  study  include  the  Saturday 
Gifted  Studies  Program,  the  Summer 
Gifted  Studies  Program  and  the  Summer 
Program  for  Academically  Talented 
Youth.  In  addition,  training  designed  to 
build  and  enhance  leadership  abilities 
and  an  annual  leadership  competition  is 
open  to  any  student  enrolled  in  grades 
six  to  1 1 .  The  center  is  also  home  to 
nationally  recognized  teacher  training 
and  in-service  educational  programs, 
and  it  hosts  an  annual  conference  for 
parents  of  gifted  youth. 

The  Saturday  Gifted  Studies  Program, 
offered  to  students  K-12,  meets  for  seven 
consecutive  weeks  in  January  and  Feb- 
ruary and  traditionally  enrolls  around 
125  participants,  said  Karnes.  The  sum- 
mer programs  attract  participants  from 
many  surrounding  states,  and  include  a 
one-week  residential  program  for  gifted 
students  in  grades  four  through  eight 
and  a  three-week  residential  program  for 


academically  talented  students  in 
grades  seven  through  10.  Each  session 
offers  students  a  balance  of  academics, 
recreation  and  cultural  experiences. 

All  of  the  student  programs  are 
diagnostic  in  nature.  "We  find  the 
students  knowledge  base  and  we 
don't  re-teach,"  Karnes  said.  "Class- 
room instruction  includes  large  and 
small  group  discussions,  simulations 
and  hands-on  learning." 

Herrington,  who  participated  in 
the  summer  and  Saturday  programs 
for  about  four  years,  agreed.  "The 
program  lets  students  run  at  their  own 
pace,  and  it  makes  learning  fun,"  he 
said,  adding  that  the  programs  allow 
students  to  develop  interests  in  a 
variety  of  subjects.  For  example,  while 
Herrington's  chosen  occupation  is  in 
the  field  of  medicine,  he  admitted  his 
favorite  area  of  study  in  the  gifted 
program  was  literature.  "There  were  a 
lot  of  things  I  enjoyed  outside  of  the 
sciences,"  he  said.  "Computer  science 
and  literature,  especially  the  works  of 
C.  S.  Lewis  and  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien,  were 
more  fun  because  they  were  outside  of 
my  main  focus." 
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Herrington  also  emphasized  that 
the  programs'  value  went  far  beyond 
stimulating  the  intellect  of  the  partici- 
pants. "Today,  children  are  pressured 
by  their  peers  not  to  excel,"  he  said. 
"These  programs  bring  gifted  children 
together  and  let  them  know  that  it's 
OK  to  be  gifted." 

Parents  of  gifted  children  also 
receive  support  and  training  through 
services  such  as  the  center's  annual 
"Parenting  Gifted  Children"  confer- 
ence. The  conference  is  designed  to 
assist  parents  in  recognizing  and 
understanding  the  unique  intellectu- 
al, academic  and  social-emotional 
needs  of  gifted  and  talented  children. 
"We  have  been  very  successful  in 
serving  parents  so  they  can  work 
more  effectively  at  home  with  their 
children  and  be  advocates  in  their 
schools  and  community,"  said  Karnes. 

The  center  also  attracts  approxi- 
mately 100  students  each  summer  in 
grades  six  through  1 1  with  its  Lead- 
ership Studies  program.  This  one- 
week  residential  program  offers  train- 
ing designed  to  develop  and  enhance 
students'  leadership  abilities.   In 
addition  to  the  program,  annual  com- 
petitions for  students  in  grades  seven 
through  12  allow  participants  to 
demonstrate  their  leadership  skills 
through  speeches,  essays,  leadership 
plans  and  the  arts. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  the 
center's  existing  curriculum  and  ser- 
vices, plans  are  under  way  to  estab- 
lish an  outreach  program  designed  to 
identify  and  assist  disabled  and  finan- 
cially impaired  gifted  students,  said 
Herrington  and  Karnes.  "We  want  to 
expand  the  scope  of  the  center  and 
make  it  more  accessible  to  the  com- 
munity, as  well  as  raise  awareness  and 
funds  for  our  programs,"  said  Her- 


rington, now  a  member  of  the  center's 
advisory  council.  "Our  goal  is  to  find 
youth  who  can  really  benefit  from  these 
programs,  but  may  not  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  past." 
However,  while  the  center  is  focus- 
ing its  research  efforts  on  the  outreach 
program  as  well  as  legal  issues  sur- 
rounding gifted  and  talented  youth,  the 
quality  of  the  center's  existing  programs 
and  services  will  not  be  compromised, 
said  Karnes.  "We  will  continue  to 
maintain  quality  programs  for  our  stu- 
dents m  addition  to  maintaining  and 
striving  for  excellence  in  our  teacher 
education  programs  and  servicing  pro- 
jects in  the  community  as  well  as 
around  the  country,"  she  said .  SgS* 

Tabitha  Northrop  is  a  freelance  writer 
who  lives  in  Mobile,  Ala.  This  is  her  first 
article  for  The  Talon. 


The  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center 

for  Gifted  Studies  Schedule 

of  Upcoming  Workshops 

Saturday  Gifted  Studies  Program, 

A  program  designed  to  meet  the  unique 
needs  of  gifted  K-12  students.  January  12  - 
February  23,  2002,  9  a.m.  -  noon 

Summer  Gifted  Studies  Program, 

A  summer  residential  program  designed  to 
meet  the  unique  needs  of  gifted  students  in 
grades  4-8.  June  23  -June  28,  2002 

Leadership  Studies  Program,  Grades 
6-11.  June  16-21,2002 

Summer  Program  for  Academically 
Talented  Youth,  Grades  7-10.  July  7-26,  2002 

Parenting  Gifted  Children 
Conference  XVII,  Fall  2002 

Saturday  Gifted  Studies  Program, 

K-12.  January/March,  2003 

For  more  information,  please  contact 

the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies 

at  (601)  266-5236  or  (601)  266-5246. 


Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes 


Dr.  Frances  A.  Karnes  is  professor  of  special  education  and  founder  and  director 
of  the  Center  for  Gifted  Studies  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  In  1999, 
she  was  recognized  for  her  devotion  to  gifted  programs  and  her  20  years  of  service 
at  the  center  when  it  was  renamed  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  for  Gifted  Studies. 

Karnes  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Association 
for  Gifted  Children  and  a  former  president  of  The  Association  for  the  Gifted  and 
The  Association  of  the  Gifted  Council  for  Exceptional  Children. 

In  1992,  Karnes  established  The  Institute  for  Law  and  Gifted  Education  at 
Southern  Miss.  She  has  co-authored  more  than  20  journal  articles  that  discuss  legal 
issues  of  gifted  children  and  has  authored  15  books  on  gifted  education. 

Currently,  Karnes  sits  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Quincy  University  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Operational  Volunteer  Board  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of  America.  TN 
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Galvanized  by 
the  events 
that  took 
place  on  September 
1 1 ,  Southern  Miss 
students,  faculty 
and  staff  immedi- 
ately went  to  work 
raising  money, 
training  disaster 
relief  volunteers 
and  remembering 
the  thousands  of 
innocent  victims, 
including  two  of 
Southern  Miss'  own 
(see  sidebar).  The 
following  are  exam- 
ples of  how  the 
Southern  Miss 
community  con- 
tributed to  the  heal- 
ing of  our  nation: 

•  The  USM  Office 
of  Community 
Service-Learning 
set  up  a  money 
drop  at  Shoe- 
maker Square  to 

help  provide  financial  relief  for  the  vic- 
tims of  the  terrorist  attacks  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  and  New  York. 

•  The  Student  Government  Association  set 
up  a  table  at  Shoemaker  Square  to  accept 
donations  for  the  American  Red  Cross. 

•  Pi  Kappa  Alpha  conducted  a  four-day 
fundraiser  at  the  intersection  of  Highway 
98  and  Westover  Drive.  Several  groups 
and  businesses  pledged  support,  includ- 
ing Chili's  Grill  and  Bar,  Ashley's  Sport- 
ing Goods,  the  American  Red  Cross,  Tur- 
tle Creek  Mall,  Hattiesburg  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Millennium  Music,  Union  Planters 
Bank,  SL100,  Hattiesburg  American  and 
Cellular  One. 

•  Kappa  Delta  Sorority  sponsored  the  USM 
"Parade  of  Beauties"  at  Bennett  Auditori- 
um. All  proceeds  went  to  the  Hearts  and 
Minds  Disaster  Relief  Fund. 
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The  American 
Political  Science 
Association  and 
the  USM  Depart- 
ment of  Political 
Science  sponsored 
a  forum  on  the 
WTC  and  Penta- 
gon terrorist 
attacks  to  discuss 
the  implications 
for  the  well  being 
of  the  country, 
international  order, 
civil  liberties  and 
civil  rights,  and 
democratic  gov- 
ernment. 

VI. S.I. O.N.  (Vol- 
unteers Impacting 
Society  through 
Individual  Out- 
reach Now) 
teamed  up  with 
the  American 
Red  Cross  in 
helping  to  train 
volunteers  for 
disaster  relief. 


Ray  Monsour  Scurfield,  DSW,  assistant 
professor,  School  of  Social  Work,  USM 
Gulf  Coast,  wrote  two  documents 
regarding  post-traumatic  reactions  to 
the  terrorists'  acts  of  September  1 1 . 
"Reactions,  Dynamics  and  Issues 
Regarding  the  Terrorist  Acts  of  September 
1 1,2001"  was  written  as  a  discussion 
guide  to  help  students,  families  and 
others  process  their  reactions.  The  second 
document,  "Commentary  About  the 
Terrorist  Act  of  September  11,  2001: 
Post-Traumatic  Reactions  and  Issues," 
elaborates  on  various  reactions  and 
issues  from  Dr.  Scurfield's  perspective 
as  a  third-generation  Syrian- American,  a 
Vietnam  veteran  and  an  expert  in  war- 
related,  post-traumatic  stress  disorder. 
The  documents  are  available  for  review 
on  the  University's  website, 
http://www.usm.edu.  S^ 


In  Memoriam 

As  the  dust  settles,  numbness  and  dis- 
belief resulting  from  the  recent  terrorist 
acts  have  embraced  the  world.  Collective- 
ly we  stood  in  silent  reflection  at  the  utter 
devastation  that  unfolded  before  our  eyes, 
while  also  having  the  highest  respect  for 
the  acts  of  dedication,  valor  and  heroism 
displayed  by  the  EMS  personnel,  fire 
fighters  and  rescue  workers.  Our  hearts 
are  saddened  with  the  knowledge  that 
some  of  our  friends,  family  members  and 
co-workers  have  been  taken  from  us. 

We  at  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation want  to  extend  our  most  heartfelt 
sympathy  to  the  families  and  friends  of 
the  victims.  If  you  know  of  an  alumnus 
who  was  lost  during  this  tragedy,  please 
contact  us.  We  would  like  to  give  them 
proper  recognition  in  the  Winter  2002 
issue  of  The  Talon.  Our  mailing  address  is 
Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406;  our  e- 
mail  address  is  alumni@usm.edu. 

James  Joseph  Ferguson  '84 

It  was  a  love  of  maps  and  geography  that 
took  James  Joseph  Ferguson,  39,  a  Durant 
native,  from  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  to  a  job  with  National  Geographic 
to  American  Airlines  Flight  77,  which 
crashed  into  the  Pentagon  September  11. 

A  geography  student  at  Southern  Miss  in 
the  early  1980s,  Ferguson  joined  the  staff 
of  the  National  Geographic  Society  in  1987 
as  one  of  the  first  full-time  employees  of  the 
Geography  Education  Outreach  Program. 
On  September  11,  Ferguson,  director  of 
the  Geography  Education  Outreach 
Program,  along  with  Ann  Judge,  director  of 
the  Society's  travel  office,  was  accompanying 


trip  to  California. 

Ferguson  is  survived  by  his  mother, 
Barbara  Harrell,  and  his  grandfather,  Bob 
Noyes,  both  of  Durant,  and  his  brother, 
Randy  Ferguson  of  Pearl. 

James  D.  Cleere 

In  New  York  City  on  business,  James  D. 
Cleere,  55,  was  staying  at  the  World  Trade 
Center  Marriott  when  hijacked  planes 
crashed  into  the  Twin  Towers  on  September 
11.  He  is  among  the  missing  in  the  World 
Trade  Center. 

Cleere,  an  assistant  vice  president  of 
telecommunications  with  the  insurance  com- 

iy  Seabury  &  Smith,  was  a  resident  of 

Newton,  Iowa.  He  was  active  in  the  Newton 

Community  Theatre  and  Writers  Fomm  and 

enjoyed  singing,  painting  and  woodcarving. 

Cleere  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jean;  two 
sons,  Scott  of  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  and  Jeff 
of  Hattiesburg;  a  daughter,  Rhonda 
McCleary  of  Newton;  his  mother,  Betty 
Cleere  of  Hattiesburg;  and  three  sisters,  Jan 
Peavy  and  Patsy  Wilgus,  both  of  Hatties- 
burg, and  Judy  Gordon  of  Houston. 
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SAA  Becomes 
The  Legacy 

In  an  effort  to  connect  with  a  broader  range 
of  students,  the  Student  Alumni  Associa- 
tion recently  changed  its  name  to  The 
Legacy.  According  to  members  of  The  Legacy's 
governing  board,  the  name  change  will 
breathe  new  life  into  an  organization  looking 
to  attract  non-traditional  students  who  have 


Front:  Meredith  Botts,  Kelly  Logan,  Ashley  Tullos,  Leslie  McInnis, 
Chris  Moore  (adviser),  Kate  McArthur  (graduate  assistant),  Erin 
Powell,  Malisha  Turk,  Joy  Poole,  Nikki  Smith,  Erin  Williams. 
Back:  Katie  Jack  (president).  Holly  Hanes,  Tiffany  Thomas,  Jonathan 
Wallace,  Evans  Tedford,  Jason  Jimenez,  Mick  Bullock,  Hugh  Pace, 
Marquette  Guerin,  Bridgett  Allen. 


not  been  actively  involved  in  the  past. 

"The  Legacy  is  not  an  organization  that  just 
caters  to  one  type  of  student,"  said  Chris 
Moore,  adviser.  "Membership  is  open  to  all 
students.  We  want  and  need  everyone's  input." 

In  addition  to  a  name  change  and  a  mem- 
bership drive,  The  Legacy  recently  reinitiated  its 
Legacy  Series,  which  is  now  pan  of  the  Honors 
Forum.  The  series  features  four  speakers  from 
various  University  departments  who  explain  the 
colorful  history  and  thriving  student  life  of 
Southern  Miss. 

Another  activity  on 
The  Legacy's  busy  calen- 
dar is  its  annual  ban- 
quet, held  in  the  spring. 
The  event  is  open  to  all 
Legacy  members.  Newly 
selected  Legacy  Board 
members  and  graduat- 
ing seniors  of  the  Lega- 
cy Board  will  be  hon- 
ored at  the  banquet. 
Additionally,  the  recipi- 
ent of  the  Ogletree 
Scholarship,  which  is 
awarded  every  year  to  a 
Legacy  Member,  is 
announced. 


NEWS 


Funds  Raised  for 
Dixie  Darlings 

Dixie  Darling  Alumnae  Association 
President  Anne  Sharp  Larman  raised  more 
than  $10,000  for  the  current  Dixie  Dar- 
lings. The  money  will  fund  35  scholar- 
ships. The  alumnae  association  has  a  tar- 
geted fund-raising  goal  of  SI  million, 
which  will  allow  the  Dixie  Darlings  and 
the  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  to 
travel  to  every  away  game  with  the  Gold- 
en Eagles.  Since  1997,  the  alumnae  asso- 
ciation has  donated  $24,000  to  the  Dixie 
Darlings. 

This  year's  donors  include  Carl  Alesio, 
Steve  Pagliughi,  Anita  McDonald  Jeffries, 
Lemon  and  Joyce  McHenry  (in  memory 
of  their  son,  Tommy  McHenry),  Keith  and 
Harley  Davis  (in  memory  of  their  son,  Ted 
H.  Davis),  Dr.  John  Gillespie  (in  memory 
of  his  mother,  Anne  Fiebelkom  Gillespie), 
Bonnie  Purvis  Warren,  and  Betty  and 
Milam  Cotten. 


Paving  the  Future  of  Southern  Miss 

! 

THE  Campaign  FOR  Southern  Miss  clearly  focuses  on  the  future  o£ our  university  and  ouxjuture  students.  And  planning  for  this  future  requires 
us  to  recognize  our  past.  Now  you  have  a  great  opportunity  to  document  your  time  at  Southern  Miss,  to  honor  a  family  member  or  a  new 
graduate,  or  place  your  corporate  name  and  logo  in  a  brick  that  will  be  permanently  installed  in  the  University  Plaza  surrounding  the  fountain 
and  extending  from  the  Hub  to  Cook  Library.  As  your  bricks  form  a  mosaic  of  the  Southern  Miss  past,  they  also  pave  the  way  to  its  future. 

I 


4"x 
Brick  Paver 
$100.00 


SUSAN  HUNT 

j  HOLLANDSWORTH 

1978,  1981 

JIM 

i  HOLLANDSWORTH 


Brick  Paver 
$250.00 


CURT  REDDEN 

AND 

PETRA  SCHNEIDER 

REDDEN 


16" x  16" 

Limestone  Paver 

$500.00 


GRANDBANK 


In  God  WeTtusI 


lo    X  111 

Corporate  Limestone  Paver 
$1,000.00 


Funding  the  Future 


All  money  raised  for  the  brick  program  will  be  designated  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Legacy  Fund.  In  keeping  with  the 
desire  to  promote  family  loyalty  and  pride  in  offering  quality  education  for  future  Southern  Miss  alumni,  this  permanent  endowment  will 
award  scholarships  to  qualified  children  of  alumni  for  years  to  come. 

Questions  regarding  brick  orders  and  logos  for  corporate  bricks  may  be  directed  to  the  Office  for  Advancement  at  (601)  266-6025. 
Please  logon  www.usm.edu  to  download  brick  order  form.  Order  form  can  be  completed  and  mailed  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  Office  for  Advancement,  Box  10013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406. 

*A11  brick  orders  will  receive  a  confirmation  letter  to  verify  correctness  before  bricks  are  engraved.  The  USM  Foundation  is  a  50 1(c) 3  not-for-profit  organization.  Brick  orders  arc 
considered  a  100-percent  tax-deductible  donation.  AA  EOF  ADA]  PCS  <298a  1001a  •:• : 
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Hall      Of     Fame      Winners 


JULIAN  ROGER  CAMERON  JR. 

Roger  Cameron's  love  of 
Southern  Miss  runs  deep.  A 
life  member  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  he 
is  active  in  the  Eagle  Club, 

\USM  Foundation  and  USM 
1   Athletic  Foundation.  Addi- 
tionally, he  is  a  season  ticket 
holder  of  Southern  Miss 
football,  mens  and  women's 
basketball,  baseball  and  softball.  In  fact,  Cameron's 
love  for  the  University  seems  to  be  contagious: 
His  two  children,  his  son-in-law  and  a  dozen  other 
family  members  are  all  USM  graduates. 

After  receiving  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1965 
from  Southern  Miss,  Cameron  began  teaching 
industrial  arts  at  Prentiss  High  School.  In 
1970,  he  received  his  master's  degree  from 
USM  and  worked  for  10  years  as  a  draftsman. 
He  began  his  career  in  medical  equipment 
sales  in  1980,  and  in  1982,  started  his  own 
business,  Major  Medical  Equipment  Co., 
which  he  continues  to  operate. 

An  active  member  of  Main  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hattiesburg,  Cameron  is 
also  a  charter  member  and  former  president  of 
the  Crystal  Springs  Optimist  Club,  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men,  and  was  a  Boy 
Scout  Master  for  more  than  20  years.  He  is  an 
avid  golfer,  woodworker,  fisherman  and 
hunter,  and  enjoys  travel  and  researching 
Cameron  family  history. 

ROBERT  C.  "BOBBY"  DEWS 

Growing  up  around 
USM  and  its  athletic 
department  started  Bobby 
Dews'  love  for  Southern 
Miss  at  an  early  age.  Not 
only  is  Dews  a  lifetime  res- 
ident of  Hattiesburg,  he  is 
also  the  son  of  C.L. 
"Dipsey"  Dews,  tailback  for 
the  undefeated  1941  Mis- 
sissippi Southern  College  football  team. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in  1973, 
Dews  remained  in  Hattiesburg  and  worked  full- 
time  in  the  family's  business,  C.L.  Dews  &  Sons 
Foundry  and  Machinery  Company  Inc.  He  is 
currently  a  vice  president  of  the  company. 

Dews'  close  proximity  to  the  University  has 
allowed  him  to  play  an  active  role  in  several 
organizations.  He  is  a  lifetime  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  is  on  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  USM  Foundation, 
belongs  to  the  M-Club  and  the  Circle  of  Cham- 
pions, and  is  on  the  executive  board  of  the  USM 
Athletic  Foundation.  Dews  is  past  president  of 
the  USM  Kappa  Sigma  Fraternity  Housing  Cor- 
poration and  received  the  fraternity's  Outstand- 
ing Service  Award.  He  currently  serves  on  the 
USM  School  of  Engineering  Technology's  Advi- 
sory Committee.  He  and  his  wife,  Patty,  are  also 
Association  for  Excellence  members  of  the 
Honor  Club  with  the  USM  Foundation. 

Dews'  high  level  of  service  also  extends  to 


the  community.  He  is  on  the  executive  board 
of  the  Mississippi  Manufacturers  Association,  is 
a  past  board  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Con- 
vention Center,  and  is  a  past  co-chair  of  the 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
Olympic  Committee.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Bobby  and  Patty  are  the  parents  of  Robert,  a 
medical  student  at  UMC  in  Jackson,  and  Lucy, 
a  senior  at  USM. 

EDWARD  J.  "ED"  LANGTON 

Ed  Langton  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  South- 
ern Miss  community  since 
his  graduation  in  1970.  He 
is  a  past  president  and 
director  of  the  USM  Foun- 
dation, where  he  served  on 
the  Nomination  and  Bylaw 
committees,  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  was  chair- 
man and  vice  president  of  the  Honor  Club. 
Langton  served  as  vice  president  for  the  South- 
ern Miss  Alumni  Association  and  is  currently  its 
president-elect.  He  is  a  director  and  past  chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  DuBard 
School  for  Language  Disorders  and  has  been  its 
fund-raising  campaign  chairman  since  1990. 

Langton  is  currently  chairman  of  the  board 
and  CEO  for  Grand  Bank  of  Hattiesburg.  He  is 
also  the  founder,  chairman  and  CEO  of  Mort- 
gage Funding  Corporation,  and  is  founder  and 
chairman  of  IF-I  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  chari- 
table foundation.  Additionally,  he  serves  as 
director  of  the  Pine  Burr  area  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  executive  board,  and  is  a  past  director 
of  the  Family  Y  and  the  Advisory  Board  for  the 
State  of  Mississippi  Research  Consortium. 

Langton's  dedication  to  the  community  has 
earned  him  numerous  awards,  including  the 
1997  Non-Rotarian  Paul  Harris  Fellow  Award, 
the  United  Way's  1995  Golden  Rule  Award,  and 
the  2000  Silver  Beaver  Award,  given  by  the  Pine 
Burr  area  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
He  and  his  wife,  Lynda  Mathews  Langton  '74, 
have  two  children,  Lance  and  Lauren.  They 
attend  First  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

MAUREEN  K.  MARTIN 

Dr.  Maureen  K.  Martin's 
loyalty  to  Southern  Miss  has 
remained  strong  since 
receiving  her  bachelor's 
degree  from  the  University 
in  1975  and  her  masters 
degree  in  1976.  (She  earned 
her  Ph.D.  at  the  National 
University  of  Ireland  in 
1985).  She  is  a  life  member 
of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and 
has  served  as  secretary-treasurer  and  director  of 
the  Hattiesburg  Metro  chapter.  Martin  is  an 
Associates  for  Excellence  member  of  the  Honor 
Club  with  the  USM  Foundation,  and  in  the  early 
1990s,  she  served  as  the  USM  co-chair  for  the 
campus  United  Way  campaign.  In  1997,  she 


received  a  USM  Staff  Excellence  Award. 

Martin  has  been  a  part  of  the  DuBard  School 
for  Language  Disorders  staff  since  1975  and  was 
appointed  director  in  1989.  She  and  school 
founder  Dr.  Etoile  DuBard  have  co-authored  three 
editions  of  Teaching  Language-Deficit  Children,  as 
well  as  educational  materials  for  use  with  the  Asso- 
ciation Method.  Under  Martin's  leadership,  the 
Association  Method  at  the  DuBard  School  has 
achieved  accreditation  from  the  International  Mul- 
tisensory  Structured  Language  Education  Council 
(IMSLEC).  She  currently  serves  as  IMSLECs  secre- 
tary. Martin  was  the  founder  of  the  International 
Association  Method  Task  Force  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi  Speech-Language-Hearing  Associa- 
tion, American  Speech-Language-Hearing  Associa- 
tion, the  International  Dyslexia  Association  and  the 
A.G.  Bell  Association  for  the  Deaf. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Hattiesburg  Lions  Club, 
where  she  has  served  as  director.  In  1999,  Lions 
Club  International  designated  Martin  a  Melvin  Jones 
Fellow,  in  recognition  of  her  humanitarian  service  to 
the  community  She  is  a  member  of  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa,  an  honorary  scholastic  and  leadership  associ- 
ation, and  is  an  active  member  of  Sacred  Heart  Parish 
in  Hattiesburg. 

MARSHA  C.  PETERS 

Marsha  Peters  came  to 
Southern  Miss  for  a  degree  in 
education.  Three  years  later, 
she  left  with  more  than  a 
diploma;  she  had  a  greater 
appreciation  for  what  it  means 
to  be  a  Golden  Eagle.  And 
Peters'  dedication  to  Southern 
Miss  has  remained  strong 
since  her  graduation  in  1975. 
The  Lucedale,  Miss.,  native  has  served  on  the 
USM  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors,  is  a 
lifetime  member  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
belongs  to  the  Eagle  Club  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  USM  Foundation.  Additionally,  she  and  hus- 
band Jack  have  established  a  scholarship  for  out- 
standing Christian  athletes  attending  USM.  Peters 
has  spread  her  enthusiasm  for  the  University  to 
her  community  and  family,  including  her  two 
sons,  Johnny  and  Jeffrey,  both  of  whom  attend 
Southern  Miss. 

Following  graduation,  Peters  taught  school.  In 
1980,  she  and  Jack  started  a  small  hardware 
business.  Twenty  years  and  two  building  expan- 
sions later,  Jack's  Home  Improvement  Center 
opened  a  brand  new  store  completely  decked  out 
in  black  and  gold. 

Peters  is  an  active  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  and  is  the  charter  president  of 
the  George  County  Republican  Women. 

MORAN  M.  "RANDY"  POPE  III 

Moran  M.  "Randy"  Pope  III 
has  been  a  part  of  the  Southern 
Miss  community  since  attend- 
ing elementary  school  at 
George  Hurst  Elementary  on 
the  University's  campus.  Fol- 
lowing graduation  from  Hat- 
tiesburg High  School,  Pope 
returned  to  USM's  campus,  this 
time  as  a  freshman.  While  an 
undergraduate,  Pope  served  as  president  of  Omi- 
cron Delta  Kappa  and  InterVarsity  Christian  Fellow- 
ship and  was  a  member  of  the  Student  Senate  and 
Kappa  Sigma  fraternity. 
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After  graduating  in  1973  with  a  bachelors  in 
history,  Pope  worked  for  three  years  as  a  campus 
staff  member  with  InterVarsity  Christian  Fellow- 
ship in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  In  1976,  he  returned  to 
Mississippi  and  entered  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi School  of  Law.  While  in  law  school,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Law  Journal  and  Phi 
Delta  Phi  and  was  a  founding  member  of  the  law 
school's  Christian  Legal  Society 

In  December  1978,  Pope  returned  to  Hat- 
tiesburg  to  practice  law  with  his  father,  Moran 
Pope  Jr.  Their  practice  is  focused  in  the  areas  of 
commercial  and  residential  real  estate,  eminent 
domain,  and  school  and  government  law. 

Since  returning  to  Hattiesburg,  Pope  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  the  USM  Foundation  and 
the  Hattiesburg  Rotary  Club.  He  currently 
serves  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation.  Addi- 
tionally, Pope  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Hattiesburg  Area  Habitat  for  Humanity,  serving 
as  president  when  the  first  area  Habitat  house 
was  built  10  years  ago. 

W.A.    "BILL"  WARD 

Bill  Ward  calls  Mobile, 
Ala.,  home  but  Southern 
Miss  is  dear  to  his  heart. 
Ward  graduated  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1968  and 
joined  the  United  States 
Army  National  Guard.  Fol- 
lowing basic  training,  he 
was  employed  as  a  sales 
trainee  by  International 
Harvester  Company  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  For  the 
next  16  years,  Ward,  his  wife,  Penne,  and  their 
two  daughters,  Susan  and  Leigh,  were  trans- 
ferred eight  times  as  he  traveled  through  the 
ranks  of  the  corporate  ladder.  He  left  the  compa- 
ny as  a  national  fleet  sales  manager. 

In  May  1985,  Ward  opened  Ward  Internation- 
al Trucks  Inc.  in  Mobile,  starting  a  second  dealer- 
ship in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  a  year  later.  Eventually,  the 
company  had  associate  dealers  in  Gulfport,  Biloxi 
and  Fort  Walton,  Fla.  In  1996,  Ward  opened 
Ward  Idealease,  Truck  Rental  and  Leasing  Co. 
Since  1989,  Wards  company  has  won  Interna- 
tional Track  and  Engine  Corp.  Circle  of  Excel- 
lence Award  for  nine  years,  Outstanding  Financial 
Achievement  from  International  Financial  Corp. 
for  four  years,  and  the  Isuzu  Quota  Busters  award. 
This  April,  Ward  was  named  the  American  Track 
Dealers  (ATD)  Associations  Track  Dealer  of  the 
Year  for  2001,  representing  all  track  manufactur- 
ers in  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  successes, 
Ward  takes  pride  in  being  an  active  member  of 
the  Southern  Miss  community.  He  is  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
and  belongs  to  the  Eagle  Club,  is  a  Presidents 
Circle  member  of  the  Honor  Club  with  the 
USM  Foundation,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Circle 
of  Champions  and  the  College  of  Business 
Administration  Business  Advisory  Council. 

Additionally,  Ward  is  active  with  several 
organizations  in  the  Mobile  area,  including  the 
Alabama  Trucking  Association,  Roadbuilders 
of  Mobile  County  and  Baldwin  County,  Traffic 
Club,  International  Truck  Dealer  Council, 
Dealer  Advisory  Board  and  Idealease. 


NEWS 


Northeast  Alabama 
Chapter  Meets 


T 


lhe  Northeast  Alabama  chapter  held 
its  spring  meeting  in  May  and  some 
Southern  Miss  employees  were  on 
hand  to  participate.  They  included  Jeffrey 
Norwood,  assistant  mens  basketball  coach; 
Mathew  Cox,  director  of  recruitment/alum- 
ni liaison;  and  J.  Terrell  May,  former  devel- 
opment officer  for  the  College  of  Science 
and  Technology. 


From  left,  Calvin  Staples,  Stacy  Busby, 
Coach  Jeffrey  Norwood  (men's  basketball) 
and  Freddie  Jones. 
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Dana  Smith,  Anna 
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Crystal  McArn,  Doc 

Harbison,  Andrea 

Ladner,  chapter  Pres- 

ident Mike  Phillips, 

and  Tara  Craft. 

Eagle  Fever  Reaches  Colorado 
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rea  alumni  enjoyed 
Southern  Miss  hospi- 
tality and  catfish  dur- 
ing the  second  annual  Picnic 
in  Denver,  sponsored  by  the 
newly  formed  Colorado  chap- 
ter oi  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association.  Attendees 
included  longtime  faculty 
member  and  former  College  of 
Education  department  chair 
Dr.  Herman  Boroughs,  his 
wife  and  family  as  well  as  bas- 
ketball standout  Greg  Lackey, 
who  is  now  the  assistant  coach 
at  the  University  of  Denver, 

and  the  USM  Foundations  John  McCarty.  who  updated  the  group  on  campus  activities 

and  the  upcoming  football  season. 

According  to  chapter  president  Margie  Putnam  Jepson  79,  the  Colorado  chapter  will 

have  a  busy  calendar  for  the  tall,  including  planned  gatherings  to  watch  Southern  Miss 

football  trames. 
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Award      Winners 


OUTSTANDING  SERVICE  AWARD 

MARVIN  BREAZEALE  '78 

It  is  an  understatement  to  say 
Marvin  Breazeale  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
community.  As  a  result  of  his 
coming  to  Southern  Miss  on  a 
football  scholarship  and  his  play- 
ing ability,  he  was  inducted  into 
the  USM  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and 
received  recognition  for  USM 
Team  of  the  Century.  Upon  graduation  from  South- 
ern Miss,  Breazeale  graduated  from  the  Mississippi 
Law  Enforcement  Academy  and  the  National  FBI 
Academy.  He  served  as  U.S.  marshal  under  presi- 
dents Ronald  Reagan  and  George  Bush.  Breazeale 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion for  more  than  37  years  and  is  a  member  of  the 
USM  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  He  served  as  president 
of  the  Lamar  County  Alumni  Chapter  for  many 
years  before  Lamar  County  merged  with  Forrest 
County  and  became  Metro  Chapter,  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Breazeale  is  a  former  chairman  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Wesley  Foundation.  In  1995, 
Breazeale  was  re-elected  as  sheriff  of  Lamar  County 
and  is  currently  serving  his  second  consecutive  term 
in  office. 

STEVE  CULBERTSON  '77 

Long  after  receiving  his  bachelor's  degree  in  histo- 
ry in  1975,  Steve  Culbertson  continues  to  support 
Southern  Miss.  An  active  alumnus,  he  is  a  long- 
time member  of  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association.  Additionally,  Culbertson 
is  an  officer  of  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  chapter  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  An  Alabama  native,  Cul- 
bertson owns  an  investment  brokerage  firm  in 
Birmingham.  He  and  his  wife,  Debrah,  have  two 
daughters,  Shay  and  Courtney.  An  aficionado  of 
motorcycles  and  the  Golden  Eagles,  Culbertson 
said  he  enjoys  mixing  the  two  whenever  possible. 


WINNIE  LEN  HOWELL  '67 

When  this  grandmother  of  five  is 
not  busy  with  the  organization  of 
the  McComb  City  Railroad  Depot 
Museum  slated  to  open  in  2003, 
she  devotes  a  great  deal  of  time 
to  the  support  of  Southern  Miss. 
Winnie  Len  Howell  is  a  life 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Pike 
County  chapter.  She  is  active  in  the  USM  Founda- 
tion President's  Circle  and  the  USM  Athletic  Circle 
of  Champions.  Howell  is  also  a  life  member  of 
McComb  Junior  Auxiliary  and  is  McComb  Junior 
Auxiliary  Azalea  Queen  for  2001.  She  is  an  active 


member  of  her  church,  McComb  First  Baptist,  where 
she  has  served  as  the  2-year-olds'  Sunday  school 
director  and  is  presently  serving  as  co-chair  of  FBC's 
125  Year  Anniversary  committee.  She  is  married  to 
Krandall  Howell  and  they  have  one  son  and  one 
daughter-both  of  whom  are  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

JUDIE  CLARK  KOCHENOWER  '93 

A  native  Texan,  Judie  Clark 
Kochenower  works  in  the 
accounting  department  at  The 
Awty  International  School  in 
Houston.  A  third  generation 
Southern  Miss  alumni,  she  has 
been  a  Southern  Miss  supporter 
since  she  was  vice  president  of 
the  Student  Alumni  Association, 
now  The  Legacy.  She  has  served  as  the  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Houston  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion and  is  currently  serving  as  the  chapter's  presi- 
dent. She  also  served  as  a  Eagle  Club  district  direc- 
tor. Kochenower  also  devotes  time  to  the  Houston 
Livestock  Show  and  Rodeo,  where  she  serves  as  a 
committee  member.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Timo- 
thy's United  Methodist  Church  and  is  married  to 
Chris  Kochenower. 

GEORGE  SHOLL  '77,  '78 

George  Sholl  has  spent  a  great 
deal  of  his  time  giving  back  to 
Southern  Miss.  He  is  active  in  his 
Alumni  Association  chapter,  hav- 
ing served  as  officer  and  presi- 
dentl.  The  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  resi- 
dent also  devotes  time  to  his 
community.  He  currently  serves 
as  county  administrator  for  Jack- 
son County.  Additionally,  Sholl  has  more  than  20 
years  of  operations  and  management  experience 
with  diverse  and  complex  organizations. 

ROBERT  "SONNY"  STEVENS  '61 

Robert  "Sonny"  Stevens  retired 
from  the  Marshall  Space  Flight 
Center  in  Huntsville,  Ala.,  in 
February  2001,  after  a  40-year 
career  with  NASA.  Though 
Stevens  retired  from  the  flight 
center,  he  did  not  retire  his  devo- 
tion to  Southern  Miss.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  his  Alumni 
Association  chapter  and  is  an  alumni  service/  volun- 
teer. He  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  enjoy  traveling  and 
spending  time  with  their  children  and  grandchil- 
dren. A  member  of  Whitesburg  Baptist  Church  in 
Huntsville,  Stevens  serves  as  a  trustee  and  a  deacon. 
Currently,  Stevens  is  a  part-time  flight  software  con- 
sultant working  on  software  projects  for  the  space 
shuttle  and  microgravity  sciences. 


CHARLIE  A.  WEEKS  '56 

After  graduating  in  1956, 
Charlie  A.  Weeks  coached 
and  taught  at  Columbia  High 
School  for  three  years.  Upon 
leaving  Columbia  in  1959,  he 
held  similar  positions  in  and 
around  the  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
area  until  retiring  in  1991. 
He  was  a  member  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  chapter  for  three  decades  and 
served  a  year  as  president.  After  retirement  in 
1991,  he  returned  to  his  hometown  of  Panama 
City,  Fla.,  and  helped  to  revive  the  Panhandle 
chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association.  From  1993- 
97,  he  served  as  president  of  the  Panhandle 
chapter.  Over  the  past  10  years,  Weeks  has 
actively  supported  the  Eagle  Club  and  the 
Alumni  Associations  Golf  Tournament. 

CONTINUOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

DOLPHUS  CARTER  '55  '65 

Dolphus  Carter  bleeds  black 
and  gold,  and  his  enthusiasm 

*  ^^jff ~-^  M    and  l°ve  f°r  Southern  Miss  is 

contagious.  He  said  he  enjoys 
recruiting  students  and  does 
so  on  a  daily  basis.  Much  of 
his  life  has  been  devoted  to 
Southern  Miss  through  the 
Big  Gold  Club,  "M"  club,  and 
Alumni  Association.  He  and  his  late  wife,  Mary 
Ellen,  also  enjoyed  traveling  to  Golden  Eagles 
games  across  the  country.  During  the  1970s  and 
1980s,  he  served  in  all  officer  positions  in  the 
Jackson  County  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion. As  vice  president  in  1987,  Carter  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  an  endowed  schol- 
arship from  the  Jackson  chapter.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  inaugurating  the  first  Southern 
Miss  float  in  the  Pascagoula  Mardi  Gras  parade. 
This  form  of  visibility  has  proven  successful  over 
the  years  and  is  a  tradition  now  in  its  14th  year. 
Currently,  he  is  a  supporter  of  both  the  Jackson 
County  and  Meridian  chapters  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  Eagle  Club. 

LEE  JARRELL  DAVIS  '68 

Lee  Jarrell  Davis  owns  J  &  L 
Sales  Advertising  Specialty 
Company  of  Hattiesburg.  A 
devoted  Eagle  fan  and  a  Hat- 
tiesburg resident,  Davis  is  very 
active  in  the  local  chapter  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  Cur- 
rently, he  is  an  alumni  service 
volunteer  and  has  received  the 
Alumni  Outstanding  Service  Award.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club,  a  past  president  of  Fonest 
County  Alumni  Chapter  and  is  a  current  member 
of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Polymer  Institute. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  House  of 
Representatives  and  serves  on  numerous  commit- 
tees, including  Universities  and  Colleges,  Judicia- 
ry B,  Public  Utilities,  Transportation,  Municipali- 
ties, Military  Affairs  and  Rules  and  Penitentiary 
Davis  serves  as  subcommittee  chairman  to  several 
of  the  organizations.  Currently,  Davis  is  president 
of  the  University  Citivitan  Club. 
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WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  "DOUG" 
MCQUEEN  '67,  '73 

A  former  teacher  and  administrator  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Public  Schools,  Doug  McQueen  now  works  as 
director  of  training  and  development  for  the  Ameri- 
can Electric  Power  Company  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

After  his  1967  graduation  from  Southern  Miss, 
McQueen  worked  as  a  teacher  and  administrator  in 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Ocean  Springs  and  Biloxi.  He  also 
served  as  an  assistant  superintendent  for  the  Harrison 
County  School  District.  During  this  time  he  earned  a 
masters  degree  in  administration  from  Southern  Miss. 

McQueen  worked  as  a  trainer  and  manager  of 
marketing  for  the  Mississippi  Power  Company 
before  leaving  Mississippi  to  take  a  job  as  a  manage- 
ment consultant  for  the  Grid  Company,  a  manage- 
ment consultant  firm  in  Austin,  Texas. 

He  later  worked  as  director  of  training  and 
development  for  the  Central  and  South  West  Corpo- 
ration in  Dallas,  before  taking  his  present  position 
with  American  Electric  Power. 

McQueen  has  remained  active  in  USM  activities 
wherever  his  work  has  taken  him.  He  served  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Harrison  County  and  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
chapters  of  the  Alumni  Association.  He  has  served  as 
a  director  for  local  alumni  groups  as  well.  In  addi- 
tion, McQueen  has  been  active  in  Eagle  Club  groups 
wherever  he  has  lived,  serving  as  an  officer  for  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  chapter. 

McQueen  and  his  wife,  Sandy,  presently  live  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Their  two  children,  Sean  and 
Gayle,  live  in  the  Dallas  area. 

THOMAS  POTTER  '64 

Thomas  Potter,  vice  president  of 
Trustmark  National  Bank  in 
Jackson,  is  an  investment  repre- 
sentative dedicated  to  the  private 
banking/executive  professional 
group.  He  is  responsible  for  mar- 
keting and  selling  trust,  invest- 
ment management,  Trustmark 
financial  services  and  incorporat- 
ed products.  He  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Atlanta  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion and  served  a  three-year  term  with  the  USM 
Foundation  Board  of  Directors.  Potter  is  also  chair- 
man of  the  Membership  and  Retention  Committee 
for  the  Rotary  Club  of  Jackson,  serves  on  the  Steer- 
ing Committee  for  the  Mental  Health  Association, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  the 
Mississippi  Chapter  for  U.S.  Olympic  fund-raising. 
Potter  is  married  to  Paula  Briede,  a  former  Dixie 
Darling.  The  couple,  who  has  four  children  and 
seven  grandchildren,  resides  in  Madison. 

J.  KILEY  THAMES  '62 

One  of  the  original  members  of 
Big  Gold  Club,  now  the  Eagle 
Club,  J.  Kiley  Thames  has  devoted 
many  years  of  service  to  Southern 
Miss.  Thames,  who  resides  in  Jack- 
son, currently  serves  as  vice  presi- 
dent and  account  executive  for 
Boyles  Moak  Brickel  Marchetti 
Insurance  Inc.  In  addition  to  his 
activities  with  the  Eagle  Club,  Thames  is  a  member  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  with  active  ser- 
vice for  the  past  41  years.  Thames  is  a  member  of 
Riverside  Independent  Methodist  Church,  where  he 


has  served  on  the  Board  of  Stewards  and  as  chairman 
of  the  ushers,  greeters  and  offertory  community. 

OUTSTANDING  YOUNG  ALUMNI 

JON  '88  AND  CHRISTY 

THORNTON  '88 

Jon  and  Christy  Thornton  have 
always  felt  indebted  to  Southern 
Miss.  For  all  they  have  received 
from  the  University,  they  have 
been  making  an  effort  to  give 
back.  First,  they  joined  the  Eagle 
Club.  Later,  they  offered  a 
planned  gift  in  the  form  of  a  life 
insurance  policy,  which  they  felt  would  be  a  way  to 
provide  a  large  gift  and  permanently  place  them  m 
the  Founders  Society.  Since  then,  the  couple  has  pro- 
vided four  scholarships  each  year  to  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology  and  recently  began  an 
endowment  for  women's  basketball  in  memory  of 
Christy's  mother.  Jon  currently  serves  on  the  board  of 
the  USM  Foundation  and  is  chairman  of  the  Planned 
Giving  subcommittee,  which  oversees  the  Founders 
Society.  Christy  is  currently  on  the  medical  staff  at 
Southern  Miss  Health  Services  clinic  on  campus. 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

EARL  MARSHALL  '58 

As  a  member  of  the  1956  and 
1957  football  teams,  Earl  Mar- 
shall played  in  the  '57  Tangerine 
Bowl,  and  it  was  at  that  time  his 
lifelong  devotion  to  Southern 
Miss  began.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  for  33  years  and  is 
now  a  lifetime  member.  In  1975- 
76  Marshall  served  as  president  of  the  Hinds  County 
chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  in  1979-80  he 
was  the  Association's  president.  Marshall  serves  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  USM  Foundation  and  is 
active  in  Partners  in  Progress.  He  is  a  member  of 
Honors  Club  and  a  charter  member  of  the  USM 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  Marshall  has  been  an  active 
member  of  USM  "M"  Club,  where  he  currently  serves 
as  president.  In  addition,  he  belongs  to  the  Eagle 
Club.  Marshall  was  inducted  into  the  USM  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1991  and  currently  serves  on  the 
Athletic  Advisory  Council.  He  and  his  wife,  Bobbie 
Jones  Marshall  '62,  reside  in  Petal  and  have  three 
sons,  Mike  '82,  Mickey  '83  and  Bob  '88. 

FRIEND  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  AWARD 

WILLIAM  K.  RAY 

William  K.  Ray  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Hattiesburg  communi- 
ty. Through  involvement  in 
countless  organizations  and  posi- 
tions, he  has  helped  to  improve 
the  community  as  a  whole.  Under 
Ray's  leadership,  Methodist  Hos- 
pital of  Hattiesburg  became  one 
of  the  first  pioneers  of  the  Patron 
Giver's  Program;  the  first  commitment  of  $50,000 
was  made  to  the  Center  of  Performing  Arts.  Since  diat 
initial  commitment  and  through  Rays  leadership,  the 


Asbury  Foundation  of  Hattiesburg  Inc.  has  made  sev- 
eral donations.  The  Doris  Miller  Scholarship  was 
established  in  the  amount  of  5100,000;  the  DuBard 
School  received  $350,000;  and  the  Institute  of  Learn- 
ing in  Retirement  was  given  $210,000. 

SCOTT  CALDWELL  AWARD  FOR 
OUTSTANDING  CHAPTER  PRESIDENT 

JOHN  DUEASE  '93 

John  Duease  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  coordinator  of  con- 
sumer sendees  with  Mississippi 
Valley  Gas.  Duease  has  served 
Southern  Miss  in  several  capaci- 
ties. He  was  on  the  Memphis 
Metro  Golden  Eagle  Club  Com- 
mittee and  served  as  president  of 
the  Memphis  Metro  chapter  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  As  a  student,  he  was  a 
member  of  Lambda  Sigma  Honor  Society;  president 
of  Phi  Eta  Sigma  Honor  Society,  a  member  of  Eagle 
Connection  Recruiting  Team  and  a  founding  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Miss  Volunteer  Resource  Center. 
He  is  married  to  Cathy  Wixted  of  Shaw,  Miss. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  AWARD 

JEFFREY  O'KEEFE  '75,  '81 

Jeffrey  O'Keefe  serves  as  president 
of  Bradford-O'Keefe  Funeral 
dK        I  lome  in  Biloxi.  He  is  chairman 
of  O'Keefe  Investments  Inc., 
director  of  the  board  for  Peoples 
Bank  of  Biloxi,  director  of  the 
board  of  Gulf  Group  Inc.,  and 
director  of  the  board  of  Gulf 
Holdings  Inc.  As  for  organization- 
al affiliations,  O'Keefe  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Funeral  Directors  Association,  Mississippi  Funeral 
Directors  Association,  Order  of  the  Golden  Rule, 
Cremation  Society  of  North  America  and  a  former 
board  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation. 
O'Keefe  also  serves  as  advisory  board  member  for  the 
O'Keefe  Foundation. 

NATALIE  WILKINSON  '91 

Natalie  Wilkinson  is  an  award- 
winning  senior  graphic  designer 
at  USM  Publication  and  Printing 
Sendees.  A  1991  USM  graduate 
with  a  bachelor's  in  graphic  com- 
munication. Wilkinson's  designs 
have  earned  her  several  awards. 
including  Silver  Citation  200 1 . 
Ad  Federation  of  South  Mississip- 
pi (.AFSM),  Southern  Miss  .Yens  newsletter;  First 
Place,  Single  Piece  of  Artwork.  CPRAM  2001,  Alum- 
ni Association  Wine  Label;  2001  Katharine  Kyes 
Leab  &  Daniel  1 .  Leah  American  Book  Prices  Cur- 
rent Exhibition  Award  for  Division  Three.  "Curious 
George  Comes  to  Hattiesburg:  The  Lite  and  Work  oi 
H.  A.  and  Margret  Rev";  Bronze  C  _  AW 

AFSM,  I'SM  Alumni  Lifetime  Membership  Packet; 
Bronze  Citation  1999,  AFSM,  1999  Southern  Miss 
Track  and  Field  Media  Guide;  Fifth  Best  Baseball 
Media  Guide  in  Country  CoSida  National  Publica- 
tion Competition,  l^oo  Southern  Miss  Baseball 
Media  Guide. 
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Randy  W.  Stewart 
Endowment  Dedicated 

The  Randy  W.  Stewart 
Athletic  Endowment  was 
dedicated  September  29  as 
a  part  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Athletic  Endowments. 
Stewart,  a  resident  of  Valnco, 
Fla.,  and  a  1973  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss,  has  been  a 
longtime  athletic  donor.  He  has  been  in  the 
insurance  business  and  has  been  active  with 
other  investments. 

"We  are  very  appreciative  of  Randy  and  his 
family  for  their  generous  contribution  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Athletics 
Department,"  said  Director  of  Athletics  Richard 
Giannim.  "It  is  through  his  gift  and  others  such 
as  this  that  we  are  able  to  provide  a  quality  edu- 
cation for  our  student  athletes." 

Southern  Miss 
Baseball  Signs  Leach 

.  Baseball  Coach  Corky  Palmer  announced  the 
signing  of  Brent  Leach,  a  6-4,  195-pound  left- 
handed  pitcher  from  Brandon,  Miss. ,  to  a  national 
letter  of  intent  for  the  2001-02  school  year. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  Southern 
Miss  baseball  signings  to  11.  Leach  also  was 
recruited  by  Ole  Miss,  who  was  an  NCAA 
Tournament  participant  in  2001. 

"Brent  gives  us  another  left-handed  pitcher 
on  our  staff,"  Palmer  said.  "He  is  big  and  throws 
hard  and  will  add  quality  depth  to  the  staff.  He 


needs  to  continue  growing  and  improving  his 
skills  but  will  have  a  chance  to  earn  time  on  the 
mound  next  season." 

The  Brandon  High  School  graduate  was  an 
all-district  performer  his  senior  year,  playing  for 
Josh  Reagan  and  David  Lara.  Leach  was  14-10 
with  a  2.63  ERA  over  his  career  at  Brandon  High 
School.  He  pitched  125  innings,  giving  up  47 
earned  runs  and  fanning  133  batters. 

Athletic  Department 
Undergoes  Personnel 
Changes 

The  athletic  department 
recently  expenenced  personnel 
changes.  Scott  Carr  joined  the 
Golden  Eagles  as  assistant  athlet- 
ic director/facilities  and  event 
management.  Prior  to  USM,  he 
served  for  four  years  as  events 
coordinator  for  the  Orange 
Bowl  Committee  in  Miami. 

Also  coming  on  board  is 
Amos  Mansfield,  who  joined 
the  department's  staff  as  assis- 
tant athletics  trainer.  Mansfield, 
a  University  of  Alabama  gradu- 
ate, will  work  with  football, 
men's  basketball,  men's  golf 
and  men's  tennis. 

Additionally,  Paul  Batchelder  received  the 
title  of  assistant  athletic  director/marketing  and 
promotions,  and  John  Miller  is  now  assistant 
athletic  director/football  operations. 


Scott  Carr 


Amos  Mansfield 


BOBBY 


Bobby  Hamilton  has  played  both  defer 
end  and  defensive  tackle.  Started  every  g 
in  the  2000  season  at  defensive  end  and 
one  of  just  three  defenders  to  start  every  ga 
In  2000,  he  recovered  one  fumble,  ba 
down  five  passes,  led  all  NFL  defensive  1 
men  with  79  tackles  and  amassed  a  seas 
high  with  10  tackles  against  the  New  York  J 
In  1996,  Hamilton  finished  second  with 
New  York  Jets  with  4  1/2  sacks  and  establisl 
a  career  high  with  11  tackles  (eight  so' 
against  the  Houston  Oilers.  Hamilton  is  a 
mer  rookie  free  agent  and  World  League 
American     Football     alum     (Amsterd 
Admirals,  1996). 
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'Kids  Corner'  Reaches  Area  Youth 

■Southern  Miss'  Department  of  Athletics  has  strengthened  its  "Kid's 
Corner"  program  in  an  effort  to  create  more  awareness  of  Golden  Eagle 
football  and  to  promote  positive  community  relations. 

The  "Kid's  Corner"  program  is  designed  to  encourage  area  business- 
es and  individuals  to  purchase  Southern  Miss  football  tickets  at  a 
discounted  rate  and,  in  turn,  donate  the  purchased  tickets  to  under- 
privileged youth  in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

Seating  in  "Kid's  Corner"  is  located  at  each  end  of  the  upper  deck  on 
the  west  side  of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  as  well  as  the  northern  comer  of 
the  upper  deck  on  the  east  side. 

Lady  Eagle  Basketball  Team  Helps  Out  Day  Care 

■The  Southern  Miss  women's  basketball  team  held  a  reading  session  with  the  children  at 
the  Wesley  Medical  Center  Day  Care.  "We  want  to  take  a  more  active  involvement  in  commu- 
nity service,"  explained  Head  Coach  Rick  Reeves.  "This  is  just  one  of  the  ways  to  give  back  to 
the  community." 


Lady  Eagles  Capture 
MC  All  Mississippi 
Invitational  Cross 
Country  Meet  Title 

In  October,  the  Southern  Miss  women's 
cross  country  team  won  the  2001  MC  All 
Mississippi  Invitational  at  the  Choctaw  Trails. 
Junior  Janet  Rono,  the  individual  winner,  cov- 
ered the  5K  course  in  18:32.85,  leading  the 
Golden  Eagles  to  the  team  title  with  33  points. 

Southern  Miss  placed  three  other  Lady 
Eagles  in  the  top  10,  including  Rose  Kurui, 
sixth  with  a  time  of  20:02.90,  Jessica  Crump, 
seventh  with  a  time  of  20:09.91,  and  Ken 
White  (10th)  with  a  time  of  20:25.14. 
Rounding  out  the  Golden  Eagle  runners  were 
Oby  Amadi  (21st)  at  21:31.86,  Tomeka 
Shaffer  (29th)  with  a  time  of  21:59.86,  Karen 
Tankersley  (35)  with  a  time  of  22:10.25, 
Erica  Scharfenstem  (51)  at  23:22.74  and 
Jenny  Combs  (63)  at  24:22.10. 


ROCK   THE    COAST    II 

Southern  Miss  Rock  the  Coast  II  April  26  &  27,  2002  will  be  like  a  mini  vacation.    White  sandy  beaches,  emerald-green 
golf  courses,  and  special  rates  at  a  hotel  rated  among  the  top  100  in  the  country.  Add  a  strong  alumni  base  and  a  cast  of 
coaches  and  former  players  of  one  great  University,  and  you've  got  all  the  ingredients  for  a  Golden  Eagle  weekend  that  will 
ROCK  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  and  let  everyone  know  that  Southern  Miss  is  south  Mississippi's  home  team! 

We  want  to  be  sure  that  you  know  that  this  is  not  just  an  athletic  function,  and  it's  not  a  fund-raising  program.  It's  an 
effort  to  gather  all  past  students  and  current  friends  in  a  celebration  of  OUR  University.  So,  call  every  Golden  Eagle  you 
know  and  come  join  us  for  all  the  fun!    For  the  occasion,  the  Beau  Rivage  has  sweetened  the  pot  by  offering  rooms  during 
this  peak  period  for  only  $1  19  per  night.  Reservation's  must  be  made  through  The  Eagle  Company,  (601)266-5299.    For  all 
your  travel  needs,  use  Thrifty  Car  Rental,  our  official  rental  car  company,  1-800-227-7601. 

SCHEDULE  of  EVENTS  and  known  fees 
Friday,  April  26,  2002  Saturday,  April  27,2002 

Golf  tournament,  $75,  Windance  Country  Club  (noon)  7:30-  a.m.,  Leadership  breakfast 

Black-tie  event,  Biloxi  Convention  Center  (invitation  only)  9:30  a.m.-noon,  Foundation,  Alumni,  and 

Athletic  foundation  board  meeting 
1:30-4  p.m.,  (approximately)  Deck  Party 
Optional  Activities: 
Charter  Fishing  $85  per  person  requires  a  minimum  of  10  participants 
Four  different  spa  packages  available  at  $75,  includes  gratuity 

Southern  Miss  deck  party  with  invited  guests,  including  current  coaches  Jeff  Bower  and  James  Green  and  former 

players  such  as  Adalius  Thomas,  T.J.  Slaughter,  Todd  Pinkston,  and  others 

(A  great  opportunity  for  kids  to  get  autographs!) 
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Southern  Miss  Basketball  Eagles 
Face  Strong  Schedule 

■  The  2001-02  basketball  schedule  includes  an 
appearance  in  a  strong  Hispanic  College  Fund 
Classic  Tournament,  a  slate  of  quality  regional 
games  and  the  always  tough  16-game  Conference 
USA  schedule.  The  Golden  Eagles  are  coming  off 
an  outstanding  22-9  season  that  included  a  C-USA 
National  Division  championship  as  well  as  a  con- 
ference co-championship,  sharing  the  title  with 
Cincinnati,  and  the  second  NIT  appearance  for  a 
Green-coached  Southern  Miss  squad. 

The  team  opens  the  conference  season  with  a 
January  5  game  at  Memphis  and  will  play  home 
and  home  series  with  the  Tigers  and  other  National 
Division  opponents  Houston,  South  Flonda,  TCU, 
Tulane  and  UAB.  Additionally  the  team  will  play  crossover  single  games  against 
Amenca  Division  opponents  Saint  Louis,  Marquette,  East  Carolina  and 
Cincinnati.  The  C-USA  tournament  is  scheduled  for  March  6-9  in  Cincinnati. 

Golf  Team  Wins  Raising  Cane  Classic 

■Golf  Head  Coach  Steve  Johnsons  Golden  Eagle  team  posted  a  final-round  292 
total,  and  a  one-stroke  victory,  over  Jacksonville  State  at  the  Second  Annual  Cellular 
One  Raising  Cane  Classic  at  the  Canebrake  Golf  Course.  The 
tournament  victory  is  the  first  for  the  Golden  Eagles  since  the 
early  1990s,  when  Johnson  himself  was  a  member  of  the  team. 
"Our  showing  in  this  tournament  is  the  product  of  a  lot  of 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  players,  including  those  who 
were  not  among  the  five  who  played,"  Johnson  said. 
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Southern  Miss  2001-2002  Basketball  Schedule 

Nov.    7 

Global  Sports  Exhibition 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Nov.  14 

Spirit  Express  Exhibition 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Nov.  17 

Jackson  State 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Nov.23-24    Hispanic  College  Fund  Classic 

Albuquerque,  NM 

West  Virginia 

Albuquerque,  NM 

TBA 

New  Mexico  or  Pacific 

Albuquerque,  NM 

TBA 

Nov.  27 

Alcorn  State 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.     1 

at  Arkansas  State 

Jonesboro,  AR 

7:05  pm 

Dec.     5 

at  South  Alabama 

Mobile,  AL 

7:15  pm 

Dec.  15 

Morris  Brown 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.  18 

Millsaps 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.  22 

Western  Kentucky 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.   29 

at  Auburn 

Auburn,  AL 

3  pm 

Jan.     5 

*at  Memphis 

Memphis,  TN 

7  pm 

Jan.     8 

*at  South  Florida 

Tampa,  FL 

6:30  pm 

Jan.  12 

•UAB 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

1  pm 

Jan.  15 

'Tulane 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Jan.  18 

'Memphis  (ESPN) 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

8  pm 

Jan.    23 

*at  Houston 

Houston,  TX 

7:30  pm 

Jan.   26 

*atTCU 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

7:05  pm 

Jan.   29 

'Saint  Louis 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.     2 

'at  Tulane 

New  Orleans,  LA 

2  pm 

Feb.    5 

"Houston 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.    9 

♦Marquette 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.    12 

*at  East  Carolina 

Greenville,  NC 

6  pm 

Feb.    15 

*at  Cincinnati  (ESPN) 

Cincinnati,  OH 

8  pm 

Feb.    19 

at  Arkansas-Little  Rock 

Little  Rock,  AR 

7:05  pm 

Feb.  23 

'TCU 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.    26 

*at  UAB 

Chicago  ,  IL 

7:30  pm 

March  2 

'South  Florida  (ESPN  Plus) 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

1  pm 

March  6-9    *CUSA  Tournament 

Cincinnati,  OH 

TBA 

Lady  Eagle  2001-2002  Basketball  Schedule 

Nov.    6 

Exhibition 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Nov.  16 

South  Alabama 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Nov.  20 

at  Samford 

Birmingham,  AL 

7  pm 

Nov.  25 

at  Purdue 

West  Lafayette,  Ind 

2  pm 

Nov.  29 

New  Orleans 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.     1 

Comfort  Inn  Classic 

vs.  Gardner  Webb  at  Comfort  Inn  Classic  Hattiesburg,  MS 

2  pm 

Dec.    2 

Consolation 

2  pm 

Championship 

4  pm 

Dec.    4 

Louisiana-Monroe 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.     9 

at  Grambling  State 

Grambling,  LA 

5  pm 

Dec.    16 

at  Texas  Tech 

Lubboch,  Texas 

2  pm 

Dec.  19 

Jackson  State 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.  21 

Hampton 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Dec.   28 

vs.Kentucky  at  Dartmouth  Classic 

Hanover,  NH 

5  pm 

Dec.   29 

at  Dartmouth  Classic 

Hanover,  NH 

5  pm 

Jan.     5 

'at  Tulane 

New  Orleans,  LA 

2  pm 

Jan.    11 

*at  Saint  Louis 

St.  Louis,  MO 

7  pm 

Jan.    13 

*at  Memphis 

Memphis,  TN 

3  pm 

Jan.  17 

'South  Florida 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Jan.  20 

•UAB 

Hattiesburg,  MS  2:30  pm 

Jan.    25 

8at  Marquette 

Milwaukee,  Wl 

7  pm 

Jan.   27 

'at  DePaul 

Chicago,  IL 

2  pm 

Feb.    1 

'Louisville 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.    3 

'Cincinnati 

Hattiesburg,  MS  2:30  pm 

Feb.     8 

'atTCU 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

7  pm 

Feb.    10 

at  Houston 

Houston,  TX 

2  pm 

Feb.  16 

'Tulane 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.  22 

'East  Carolina 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

7  pm 

Feb.  24 

'Charlotte 

Hattiesburg,  MS  2:30  pm 

March  1- 

4    at  Conference  USA  Tournament 

Chicago  ,  IL 

TBA 

Home  G 

ames  in  bold  •  Times  are  Central  and  Tentative.   •    *=CUSA  Games 

NX, 


She  buys  the  holiday  gifts 
for  everybody  else. 


You  buy  only  for  her. 


Make  your  gift  really  special,  and 
she  won't  mind  all  of  her  hard  work! 


200  27th  Avenue      •      Hattiesburg,  MS      •      601-264-1764 
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n  Institution  that  provides 


Higher  Learning  and  now  detailed 
Watches  and  exquisite  Rings. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  has  joined  with 
Jostens,  a  national  leader  in  recognition 
products  and  services,  to  introduce  four 
distinctive  Seiko  watches  and  an 
impressive  new  signet  ring. 

Each  watch  features  a  richly  detailed, 
re-creation  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  seal.  A  polished  case, 
mar-resistant  crystal,  date  display  and 
synchronized  second  hand  enhance  either 
of  the  four  watch  designs.  Choose  from  a 
gold-tone,  dual-tone,  titanium  bracelet 
style  or  a  black  embossed  calf-leather  strap 


from  Seiko.  Seiko  watches  never  need 
winding,  come  with  a  three  year 
battery  and  three  year  warranty. 

The  signet  ring,  a  classic  piece  of 
jewelry,  has  always  denoted  a  valued 
position  or  a  special  bond.  Today  that 
tradition  continues,  and  those  who  wear 
signet  rings  share  distinguished  membership 
in  a  very  special  group  of  people.  It  is  with 
pride  therefore,  that  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  invites  you  to  acquire 
an  impressive  new  signet  ring,  a  work 
of  exceptional  beauty  and  superb 
craftsmanship  created  exclusively  for  you. 


In  keeping  with  tradition, 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Watch  and  Signet 
Ring  is  available  only  to 
alumni  and  friends. 

The  Official 
Watch  &  Ring 
Collection 
By  Jostens 


jostens 


Order  by  phone,  call  toll-free;  for  Watches:  1-800-523-0124,  For  Rings:  1-800-854-7464  (7a.m.  to  "p.m.  CST). 

or  visit:  www.jostensalumshop.com 


CLASS 


Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39406,  or  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu. 


19  4  0S 


NAN  INGRAM  RUHIG  '41  has  recently  come 
out  of  retirement  to  teach  piano  lessons  again.  She 
is  82  years  old  and  taught  piano  lessons  in  Missis- 
sippi, Chicago,  Hawaii  and  California.  Two  of  her 
soloists  currently  sing  in  the  San  Francisco  Opera 
Company.  She  also  plays  the  piano  weekly  for  two 
retirement  homes. 


19  5  0S 


JOHN  LEE  HILLSMAN  '57  of  Montreat,  N.C, 
retired  July  1,  2001,  after  40  years  of  dental  practice. 

SYLVIA  L.  HARRIS  ROSE  '57  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  competed  in  the  2000  Tennessee  Senior 
Olympics,  winning  the  gold  medal  in  tennis  ladies 
doubles.  She  is  also  involved  in  the  United  States 
Amateur  Ballroom  Dance  Association. 

MILDRED  MENNARD  '58  retired  in  July  2001 
from  the  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  school  system,  where 
she  was  an  English  teacher  for  25  years. 


19   6  0S 


CURTIS  R.  SMITH  '60,  '61,  '65  was  recently 
named  the  recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Audiolo- 
gist  of  2001  award  by  the  Professional  Audiology 
Society  of  Alabama. 

JIM  HANSFORD  '61  was  recently  appointed  con- 
ductor of  the  newly  formed  Shawnee  Community 
Orchestra.  He  currently  serves  as  senior  editor  of  a 
new  textbook  and  resource  compendium  for 
instrumental  church  music  leaders  and  musicians, 
Christian  school  band  directors  and  university 
courses  in  instrumental  church  music.  He  also  is 
beginning  his  12th  year  as  professor  of  music, 
director  of  bands  and  coordinator  of  instrumental 
studies  at  Oklahoma  Baptist  University.  He  and  his 
wife,  Conchita,  reside  in  Shawnee,  Okla. 

THOMAS  ALBERT  RICKS  '61  retired  June  1, 
2001,  after  41  years  teaching  in  Wimberley  Texas. 

CHARLES  WARREN  TRUSSELL  '61  retired 
June  30,  2001,  after  13  years  as  president  of  the 
Baptist  Foundation  of  Alabama. 

BERNARD  KESNEL  '63  retired  from  Pensacola 
Junior  College  in  June  2000  following  20  years  as 
a  baseball  coach  and  10  years  as  a  professor. 

THOMAS  M.  PEEBLES  '63  retired  October  19, 
2001,  from  the  U.S.  Government,  Department  of 
Commerce.  He  and  his  wife,  Patricia,  plan  to 
move  back  to  Fairvrew,  Texas,  in  Collin  County. 

SYLVIA  SABATINI  '64  and  JIMMY  BAKER  '74 

were  married  June  15,  2001. 

BURLIAN  O'NEAL  WALKER  '64  was  recently 
presented  the  Outstanding  Community  Service 
award  for  Hattiesburg  by  AARP 


DR.  BONNIE  DAUGHERTY  MCGEE  '67,  '70, 

assistant  director  for  Urban  Programs  with  the 
Texas  A&M  Cooperative  Extension,  was  recently 
elected  president-elect  of  the  National  Profession- 
al Organization  of  the  Extension  Service,  Epsilon 
Sigma  Phi. 

BRUCE  GIOVANELLO  '67  recently  completed 
34  years  working  with  elementary  school  children 
as  a  guidance  counselor  in  Southbridge,  Mass. 

HARVEY  REMINGTON  POST  '67,  73  was 

recently  promoted  to  vice  president  of  Student 
Affairs  for  Southeast  Arkansas  College. 

SANDRA  KNIGHT  AMIDON  '68  is  publisher 
of  eight  state  builders'  magazines,  including  The 
Mississippi  Builder. 

PAMELA  MOLAISON  '68  retired  in  December 
2000  following  almost  33  years  of  teaching  and 
coaching  in  the  Jefferson  Parish  School  System. 

ROBERT  WAYNE  GOODWIN  '69  received 
the  Presidents  Award,  Unclassified  Staff  for 
Excellence  in  Service,  from  Dr.  Sally  Clausen, 
president  of  Southeastern  Louisiana  University. 

LARRY  HOGUE  '69  recently  retired  as  vice 
president  of  development  at  East  Central 
Community  College  in  Decatur  and  also  from 
his  12  years  of  service  as  alderman  of  the  city 
of  Flowood.  Hogue  has  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom  is  a  senior  at  Southern  Miss. 


SHERRIE  M.  RICHMOND  '69,  an  English 
teacher  at  Northeast  Guilford  High  School  in 
McLeausville,  N.C,  was  named  teacher  of  the 
year  by  the  PTSA. 


19  7   0S 


MARY  KAY  PEARCE  '70  was  recently  promoted 
to  assistant  recording  secretary  for  the  Mobile 
County  Commission,  Mobile,  Ala. 

MAUREEN  PONDER  PHILLIPS  70,  '85  moved 
to  Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  work  for  Southern  Gen- 
eration and  Energy  Marketing 
as  a  technical  training  manager. 

TONY  G.  CHANCE  71  was 

recently  elected  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants.  He  resides 
in  Forest,  where  he  is  president 
of  Tony  Chance  &  Company, 
CPAs.  (PHOTO). 

CLAUDIA  RAYMOND  FREEMAN  71,  a  special 
education  teacher  for  the  Gulfport  School  Dis- 
trict, won  the  Leavey  Award,  presented  by  the 
Freedom  Foundation  of  Valley  Forge,  at  an 
awards  ceremony  in  Philadelphia.  She  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Meritorious  Award  and  $15,000. 

ALLEN  R.  LIGHTSEY  JR.  73  is  now  serving  as 
mayor  of  Sandersville. 


/rJj  ft     Todgot&  CoRectun/v 


Available  at  our  dealer  nearest  you  or  visit  us  online: 
www.gailpittman.com 


Gail  Pittman,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  779  •  Ridgeland,  MS  39158  •  601-856-5646 
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COL.  RICHARD  C.  STOUDER  72  retired  from 
the  army  after  24  years  of  service.  He  is  currently 
senior  program  manager  for  National  Security 
Directorate,  Oak  Ridge  National  Labs,  Oak 
Ridge,  Tenn. 

SUSAN  RATTNER  73  and  Malcom  Rattner 
announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Max  Adam,  born 
August  20,  2000. 

CAROL  ANN  CRAPPS  DRANE  74  has  served 
as  special  populations  coordinator  at  Canton 
Career  Center  for  the  past  nine  years.  She  and 
her  husband,  Donald  Ray,  reside  in  Madison. 

ROBERT  E.  "BOBBY"  MURPHY  74  was  recently 
named  supervising  principal  ot  South  Jones  High 
School  in  Ellisville. 

STANISH  JAMES  BRADFORD,  JR.  75  and 
KAREN  GAIL  SHEARER  77  were  married 
April  7,  2001. 

JAMES  H.  HEIDELBERG  75  was  recently 

named  to  the  "Best  Lawyers  in  America"  list  for 
the  second  time,  the  only  lawyer  in  Jackson 
County  to  receive  the  honor. 

PAM  PRESTAGE  76  was  recently  transferred  to 
Roanoke,  Va.,  with  Allstate  Insurance,  where  she 
is  senior  support  center  manager. 

KAREN  WELDY  76,  77,  high  school  counselor 
at  Funis  High  School,  was  recently  selected  Pine 
Belt  Counselor  of  the  Year  for  2000.  She  presently 
serves  as  secretary  lor  the  Mississippi  School 
Counselors  Association. 

RAYMOND  HENRY  77  was  recently  appointed 
plant  manager  for  R.  E.  Phelon  company  in 
Aiken,  S.C. 

MICHAEL  MARKS  77,  '82  of  Hattiesburg  was 
recently  elected  an  executive  committee  member 
of  the  National  Education  Association. 

CYNTHIA  ALSWORTH  78  was  named  2001 
Mississippi  Outstanding  Biology  Teacher  by  the 
National  Association  of  Biology  Teachers  in  con- 
junction with  Prentice-Hall  Publishing  Company. 

STEVEN  KNIGHT  79,  head  basketball  coach  at 
William  Carey  College,  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  NA1A  Mens  Basketball  Coaches  Association 
for  2000-2001  and  elected  president  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  Athletic  Conference  for  2001-2003. 

DR.  WILLIAM  KRINGEL  76  recently  retired 
from  the  U.S.  Army  Reserves  as  a  colonel  after  30 
years  of  service.  He  now  resides  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

BILL  OGLETREE  79,  an  associate  professor  at 
Western  Carolina  University,  recently  secured  a 
$1.4  million  grant  for  WCU  to  enhance  training 
for  speech-language  pathologists. 

DAYTON  PRICE  79  of  Gullport  retired  from  air 
traffic  control  April  1,  2000. 


19   8  0S 


ROBERT  CARY  COOK  '80  was  recently  promot- 
ed to  director  of  human  resources  for  Gaylord 
Container  Corp.  of  Deerfield,  111.  His  wife, 
KAREN  COOK  79,  is  regional  manager  for  Bris- 
tol-Meyers Squibb  in  pharmaceutical  research. 
They  now  reside  in  Highland  Park,  111.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Kelly  and  Tracie,  who  both  began 
college  this  year. 

ROBERT  80  and  JOYCE  ROGERS  92  recently 
returned  to  Hattiesburg  after  spending  two  years 
in  Israel,  where  Robert  was  pastor  of  an  interna- 
tional Baptist  church. 


Upon  graduation  in  1980,  Frank  Dale  thought 
he  knew  exactly  what  he  wanted  to  do:   Work  for 
a  corporate  construction  company  in  Texas  for 
two  or  three  years,  and  then  return  to  Mississippi 
with  that  experience  to  begin  his  own  company. 
Seventeen  years  later,  he  did  start  his  own  busi- 
ness, only  it  was  not  in  Mississippi.  Frank  Dale 
Construction  opened  in  April  1997  and  is  located 
in  the  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  area. 

Dale's  dream  became  a  reality  after  working  1 7 
years  for  Centex  Construction  Company.  Estab- 
lished in  1950  in  Dallas,  today  Centex  Corporation 
is  the  nation's  premier  company  in  building  and 
related  financial  services  businesses-home  building,  home  services,  investment  real  estate, 
financial  services,  contracting,  and  construction  services  and  construction  products.  Dale 
began  his  career  with  Centex  as  an  estimator  and,  within  14  years,  he  had  worked  his  way 
up  to  vice  president.  However,  with  the  corporate  shuffle  and  the  required  traveling,  Dale 
decided  it  was  time  to  take  a  step  closer  to  his  original  goal  of  owning  his  own  company. 

In  the  four  years  Frank  Dale  Construction  has  existed,  it  has  proven  to  be  a  success- 
ful company  by  all  accounts.  In  2000,  it  generate  $30  million  in  volume  and  was 
ranked  11th  of  Dallas/Ft.  Worth  construction  companies-a  feat  not  attained  by  many 
companies  that  are  even  20  years  old.  Dale  attributes  his  success  to  his  ability  to  gener- 
ate a  good  team  atmosphere. 

Frank  Dale  Construction  only  does  work  for  private  owners  based  on  referrals.  The  compa- 
ny's work  can  be  seen  in  office  buildings,  churches,  banks  and  condominiums.  His  largest  pro- 
ject to  date  is  an  eight-story  condominium  that  generated  $12  million  in  volume. 

Dale  said  Southern  Miss'  construction  technology  degree  prepared  him  for  work  in  this 
field  because  of  the  mix  of  technical  parts  of  construction  and  business  aspects  the  pro- 
gram provides.  While  a  student  at  USM,  Dale  was  involved  in  many  on  campus  organiza- 
tions, but  was  most  active  in  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity.  He  held  several  offices  during  his 
educational  career  and  served  for  a  year  on  the  Greek  Council. 

Dale,  the  son  of  Roland  and  Teenie  Dale,  resides  with  his  family  just  outside  of 
Dallas/Ft.Worth.  He  and  his  wife,  Terees,  have  two  daughters,  Ryan,  16,  and  Haley,  7,  and 
one  son,  Roland  Dale  "Trey"  III,  4.  B9N 


KEVIN  L.  ANTOINE,  JD  '81  has  been  named  a 
fellow  at  Harvard  University  for  the  2001-02 
calendar  year.  A  former  Air  Force  captain, 
Antoine  also  has  a  law  degree  from  the  College 
of  William  and  Mary  School  of  Law. 

SANDRA  GALLUPS  '81  was  recently  named 
the  National  Marketing  Teacher  of  the  Year 
by  the  Association  for  Career  and  Technical 
Education. 

JOE  BREWER  JR.  '82  was  recently  promoted  to 
captain  on  the  McDonnel  Douglas  MD-80  air- 
craft. He  is  employed  with  American  Airlines  at 
DFW  Airport,  Texas. 

GEORGE  E  BROWN  III  82  was  assigned  to  the 
Military  Police  Detachment  (CID),  Schotield  Bar- 
racks, Hawaii,  on  June  6,  2001,  as  detachment 
sergeant/special  agent  on  the  General  Crimes  team. 

JOHN  GRAVES  '82  and  Barbara  Candy  Graves 
recently  purchased  Imagination  Station,  a  child- 
care  center  in  Garland,  Texas. 

WILLIAM  N.  PERKINS  '82  is  a  captain  with 
United  Airlines  and  resides  with  his  wife,  Karron 
Lee  Bolton,  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

DEIDRE  BROADFOOT  BOWERS  '83  married 
Clifford  Harley  Bowers  on  April  1 .  2000  They 
announce  the  May  11,  2001,  birth  of  their  son, 
Evan  Harley  Wells. 

BRENDA  T  ANDERS  '84.  a  teacher  at  North 
Pike  Elementary,  was  named  the  2000-2001 
MHSAA  State  Cheerleading  Coach  of  the  Year 


CHRISTOPHER  CLARKE  BARATTI  '84  and 

his  wife,  Jill,  are  currently  living  in  Spring.  Texas, 
with  their  four  children.  They  are  sales  represen- 
tatives in  the  outdoor  industry. 

MARCUS  EVANS  '84  was  named  materials  man- 
ager with  A  &  B  Group  in  Meridian.  He  resides  in 
Bay  Springs  with  his  wile.  IRIS  PITTMAN 
EVANS  '82,  and  their  three  children, 

VICTORIA  HAMMACK  '84  has  completed  a 
master  of  business  administration  degree  from 
Stetson  University  in  DeUind.  Fla..  and  a  dual 
master  of  arts  degree  in  management  and  human 
resource  development  from  Webster  LTniversity  in 
St.  Louis.  Hammack  currentlv  resides  in  Lady 
Lake,  Fla. 

JOYE  MCNELIS  '84.  '89  recendy  complex 

10th  season  as  head  women's  bas  >ach  at 

the  Universitv  ot  Memphis,  where  the  team  has 
participated  in  post -season  play  tor  the  past 
seven  seasons, 

SANDRA  WILLIAMS  COLLINS  '85  married 
Hubert  Joseph  Collins  November  IS,  2000  S  .   - 
an  accounting  analyst  with  Chevron  Corpo 

MICHAEL  LYONS  "85,  '93  recendy  married 
Marie  Jane  Galabin  in  Anchorage.  Alaska.  He  was 
assigned  to  Kadeena  Air  Base  in  Okinawa, 
in  \la\  2001. 

DR.  RODDY  SCARBROI  GH  85  o   R  <  iton  was 
recendy  awarded  the  Academy  ol  Genera 
tistrys  prestigious  Fellowship  Award 
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KELLY  A.  SHOEMAKE  '85,  96 

was  recently  selected  as  one  of  the 
2002  Top  Ten  American  Business 
Women  by  the  American  Business 
Women's  Association.  Currently, 
Shoemake  works  as  technology 
manager  in  Research  and  Develop- 
I    ment  for  Georgia-Pacific  in 
Atlanta.  (PHOTO) 

DR.  JIM  BURNETT  '86  was  recently  called  as 
full-time  pastor  of  Main  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Hattiesburg. 

BRETT  DEININGER  '86  of  Kenton,  Ky,  announces 
the  November  13,  2000,  birth  of  his  son,  Jacob. 

K  MARIE  READ  DEBOLT  '86  and  Scott  A  DeBolt 
announce  the  June  17,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Ella  Kathenne.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brother  Daniel. 

JEFFREY  KEITH  DYESS  '86  was  recently  named 
a  full-time  mathematics  instructor  for  Bishop  State 
Community  College  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

DEREK  J.  EVERILL  '86  and  Sharla  Evenll 
announce  the  July  26,  2001 ,  birth  of  a  son,  Kalan 
Tully  Rooke.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Mattie  Lee. 

BENJIE  BARHAM  '87  was  recently  named  direc- 
tor for  business  development  at  Hinds  County  Eco- 
nomic Development  District  in  Jackson. 

FAYE  E.  CROSS  '87,  '91  was 

recently  awarded  the  Profession- 
ally Recognized  Special  Educator 
certificate  for  Special  Education 
Teaching  by  The  Council  for 
Exceptional  Children.  Cross 
teaches  elementary  students  with 
specific  learning  disabilities  in  the 
Atlanta  public  schools.  (PHOTO) 

B.  G.  "CHIP"  NEWMAN  III  '87 

and  Clara  Newman  of  Madison 
announce  the  January  22,  2001, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Virginia 
Caradine.  Golden  Eagle  grand- 
parent is  B.G.  "SPIKE"  NEW- 
MAN JR. '61.  (PHOTO) 

ELIZABETH  MITCHELL  '87,  '97,  vice  president 
of  the  Specialty  Hospital  of  Meridian,  is  a  board 
member  for  the  section  of  Long  Term  and  Rehabili- 
tation of  the  American  Hospital  Association,  a 
board  member  of  the  Mississippi  Organization  of 
Nurse  Executives,  and  a  reactor  panel  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Long  Term  Hospitals. 

AMY  DAY  CARR  '88  and  Johnny  Carr  of  Birm- 
ingham, Ala.,  announce  the  April  3,  2001,  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Kristen  Ann.  She  is  welcomed 
by  big  brother  Collin.  Golden 
Eagle  grandparent  is  BILL 
DAY  '63. 

DAN  DRANE  '88,  '99,  01 
and  KARA  WEATHERFORD 

DRANE  '91  announce  the 
September  26,  2000,  birth  of 
their  son,  Hogan  Daniel. 
(PHOTO). 

RANDOLPH  F.  FAGAN  '88  recently  was  appoint- 
ed Second  Secretary  Political/Economics  Officer  in 
the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Vilnius,  Lithuania.  He,  along 
with  his  family,  will  be  living  in  Lithuania  for  the 
next  three  years. 

DEE  DEE  RUTLAND  '88  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  vice  president  and  portfolio  manager 
with  Hancock  Bank  in  Gulfport. 
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Sekul  Elected  to  Hall  of  Fame 

Golden  Eagle  football  standout  George  Sekul  '69  has  been  elected  to  the  Mississippi 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and  will  be  inducted  April  2002.  Sekul  led  Southern  Miss  to  the  Tanger- 
ine Bowl  in  1957  and  a  UPI  College  Division  National  Championship  in  1958.  With  its  team 
season  record  of  9-0,  the  1958  team  remains  USM's  only  unbeaten,  untied  team.  Additional- 
ly, Sekul  was  named  an  Honorable  Mention  Small  College  Ail-American  in  1957  and  1958. 

After  serving  as  head  football  coach  of  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College 
for  26  seasons  and  assistant  coach  for  five,  Sekul  retired  in  1991. 

Induction  into  the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  will  be  his  seventh  hall  of  fame 
membership.  He  was  enshrined  into  the  city  of  Biloxi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  1966,  the 
Southern  Miss  Hall  of  Fame  in  1968,  the  Gulf  Coast  Chapter  of  the  NFFHOF  in  1974, 
the  National  Junior  College  Athletic  Association  Hall  of  Fame  in  1996,  the  Gulf  Coast 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  in  1999,  and  the  Gulf  Coast  Community  College  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame  in  2000. 

Medley  Among  Nation's  Top  Financial  Advisers 

Tim  Medley  '66,  president  of  Medley  &  Brown  Financial  Advisors,  has  been  honored 
by  Worth  magazine  as  one  of  the  country's  250  top  financial  advisers  for  2001.  Worth  pre- 
sented its  list  of  America's  elite  financial  advisers  in  its  September  200 1  issue's  cover  story. 

This  marks  the  fourth  occasion  that  Medley  has  appeared  on  Worth's  Best  Financial 
Advisors  list,  having  also  been  recognized  in  1997,  1998,  and  most  recently,  1999,  the 
last  year  the  magazine  published  its  list. 

"We  were  honored  to  be  recognized  on  each  of  Worth's  three  previous  top  advisers 
lists,  but  we  are  especially  proud  of  this  year's  selection  given  the  very  difficult  environ- 
ment investors  have  faced  over  the  last  17  months,"  Medley  said. 

Hebert  Joins  Entergy  as  Executive  VP 

Curt  L.  Hebert  Jr.  '85,  former  chairman  of  the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commis- 
sion, joined  Entergy  Corporation  September  1  as  executive  vice  president,  external 
affairs.  Hebert  is  responsible  for  the  corporation's  system  and  federal  governmental 
affairs,  system  regulatory  affairs,  communications  and  corporate  contribution  functions, 
and  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Office  of  Chief  Executive. 

"We  are  fortunate  to  be  adding  to  Entergy's  senior  management  someone  with  Curt 
Hebert's  remarkable  background  as  a  public  servant  and  an  electricity  regulator  at  both 
the  federal  and  state  level,"  said  J.  Wayne  Leonard,  CEO.  "His  breadth  of  expertise  and 
knowledge  about  our  rapidly  changing  industry  will  be  a  tremendous  asset.  I  look  for- 
ward to  Curt's  advice  and  counsel  to  me  and  Entergy's  management  as  we  move  forward 
on  the  path  of  industry  restructuring." 

A  native  of  Pascagoula,  Hebert  was  nominated  to  a  Republican  seat  on  FERC  by 
President  Clinton  in  1997.  President  Bush  elevated  him  to  chairman  January  22.  He  is 
also  a  former  chairman  of  the  Mississippi  Public  Service  Commission.  Ect 


CHRISTOPHER  JAMES  WHEELER  '88 

recently  received  the  certified  shopping  center 
manager  (CSM)  designation  from  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Shopping  Centers.  In  2000, 
he  also  started  Focus  Property  Management 
Company. 

JEFF  '89  and  SISSY  LANG  BARRETT  '90  of 

Mill  Creek,  Wash.,  announce  the  July  24,  2001, 
birth  of  their  son,  Ben. 

JEFFREY  '89  and  STACEY  WELBORN  HALL  '89 

announce  the  April  7,  2001,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Abby  Marie. 

JOHN  BRADFORD  MENA  '89  recently  accepted 
the  position  of  quality  manager  with  Sourdillon 
USA  in  Ringgold,  Ga. 

CONNIE  MICHELLE  SILER  '89  and  Kenneth 
Jerome  Siler  announce  the  February  21,  2000, 
birth  of  Camryn  Milan  Siler. 


JOHN  WILLIAMSON  '89  and  wife  Lisa  announce 
the  March  3,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Hattie 
Ann.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Baylor  Elize- 
beth,  who  was  born  November  14,  1997. 
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KELLY  COLLINS  HEINDL  '90  and  Tim  Heindl 
announce  the  June  10,  2001,  birth  of  their  son, 
Benjamin  Kelly.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  Sid- 
ney. Golden  Eagle  grandparent  is  BETTY  SMITH 
JERNAGAN  '64. 

TIM  LAFRAMBROISE  '90  and  Julie  LaFrambroise 
of  Atlanta  announce  the  July  16,  2001,  birth  of 
their  son,  James  Walton. 

SEAN  MCGEE  '90  and  MELISSA  MCGEE  '90  of 

Hattiesburg  announce  the  July  23,  2001,  birth  of 
their  son,  Jackson  David.  He  is  welcomed  by  big 
brother  Patrick  and  Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 
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BONNIE  WARREN  '63  and  Lawrence  Warren. 

PAUL  E.  NELSON  '90,  '92  was  recently  named 
the  energy  manager  for  the  Concordia  Pansh 
School  Board  in  Vidalia,  La.  KAREN  PETERSON 
NELSON  '90  was  recently  transferred  to  Vidalia 
Upper  Elementary  where  she  teaches  third  grade. 

LISA  B.  REEVES  '90  marned  Randy  Reeves  on 
July  6,  2000. 

GRIFF  GLEASON  '91  of  Nashville  was  recent- 
ly promoted  to  regional  sales  trainer  with  Forest 
Pharmaceuticals  Inc. 

STANLEY  T  JORDAN  '91  and  TAMMY  MAY 
JORDAN  '92  of  Hattiesburg  announce  the  June 
14,  2001,  birth  of  their  son,  Harper  Trent. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  KEATIN  '91  of  Tallahas- 
see, Fla.,  announces  the  October  9,  2000,  birth 
of  her  son,  Casey  Bourke. 

PATRICIA  LAMBERT  '91  recently  adopted  a 
baby  from  China,  Emily  Rei  Meng  Lambert. 

GREG  PIERCE  '91  was  recently  named  regis- 
trar at  Southern  Miss. 

RANCE  SAPEN  '91  and  Trina  Sapen  of  Clinton 
announce  the  August  28,  2001,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Emma.  She  is  welcomed  by  her  two 
sisters,  Callie  and  Marion. 

CHRISTOPHER  CAGLE  '92  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  regional  marketing  director  of  north 
Flonda  for  American  Skandia. 

ROBERT  DONNELL  '92  was  recently  elected  to 
the  Columbia  City  Council  representing  Ward  2. 

ANGELA  HOPE  CUTRER  '92  was  named 
Southern  Miss'  University  proofreader  September 
17,  2001.  The  mother  of  two  daughters-Summer 
Hope,  18,  and  Savannah  Quinn,  7-she  is  an 
award-winning  writer  who  has  worked  as  a 
journalist  in  Missouri,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 
A  resident  of  Osyka,  Miss.,  and  Sumrall,  Miss., 
she  has  been  accepted  into  the  USM  graduate 
program  and  will  begin  work  in  2002  on  a 
masters  in  communications. 

AMY  TULLIS  VINSON  '92  and  Derek  Vinson 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Anne  Isabella. 

BRAD  WEBB  '93  recently  named  national  sales 
manager,  dealer  accounts  for  Mossy  Oak  Appar- 
el Company,  a  Division  of  the  Russell  Corpora- 
tion. His  wife,  JANA  WARD  WEBB  '92  is  an 
exercise  physiologist  at  Forrest  General  Hospi- 
tal's Cardiopulmonary  Rehabilitation  Depart- 
ment and  is  currently  pursuing  a  masters  in 
exercise  physiology  at  USM. 

LEAANN  MARIE  BATES  '93  married  Wren 
Honea  on  August  11,  2001. 

SHANNON  R  BRONDEL  '93  and  Stirling 
Brondel  of  Austin,  Texas,  announce  the  April  1, 
2001,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Madison  Chance. 

STUART  CAMERON  '93  and  ANDREA  WAL- 
STON  CAMERSON  '91,  '94  announce  the  Jan- 
uary 4,  2001,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Emma 
Christine.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brother  Pierce. 

NICOLE  COSTA  '93,  '96  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  event  marketing  coordinator  with 
the  Society  of  Louisiana  Certified  Public 
Accountants  in  New  Orleans. 

JENNIFER  H1LLIARD  '93,  '95  was  recently 
promoted  to  senior  manager  at  Haddox  Reid 
Burkes  &  Calhoun,  PLLC. 


"There  is  just  not  enough  time  in  the  day."  Its  a 
phrase  repeated  by  many,  but  it's  one  that  Denis 
McKinnonJr.  '89  seems  not  to  know. 

As  director  of  administration  for  Beggs  &  Lane 
law  firm  and  a  husband  and  father  of  two,  he 
expertly  juggles  his  time  between  work  and  family. 
The  former  Marine  not  only  spends  plenty  of  time 
at  work  and  with  his  family,  but  his  schedule  is 
also  packed  with  activities  in  his  community. 

Others  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  are  amazed  at  the 
time  McKinnon  spends  with  community  involve- 
ment, as  well  as  the  effort  and  love  he  puts  into  his 

work.  He  serves  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  ARC  and  the  Pensacola  Little 
Theatre;  is  a  chairman  for  the  United  Way;  serves  as  vice  president  and  education  com- 
mittee chairman  of  Pensacola's  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  is  active  in  the  Association  of 
Legal  Administrators. 

McKinnon  recently  received  the  Pensacola  Area  Commitment  to  Excellence  (PACE) 
award  as  the  Emerging  Leader  of  the  Year.  Named  Escambia  County's  Civitan  Citizen  of 
the  Year  last  year,  McKinnon  says  he  appreciates  such  recognitions  but  the  only  reward  he 
truly  loves  is  seeing  the  results  of  his  work-good  things  coming  from  his  efforts.  "I  dearly 
love  doing  things  for  Pensacola,  especially  for  kids  and  education,"  he  said. 

And  he  combines  his  love  of  children  and  education  with  his  good  deeds.  McKinnon 
serves  as  president  of  Communities  in  Schools,  a  stay-in-school  program,  and  is  a  member 
of  Pensacola  Junior  Colleges  foundation  board  of  governors.  He  is  tri-chairman  of  Pen- 
sacola's Promise  and  teaches  Junior  Achievement  to  first,  second  and  fifth  graders.  McKin- 
non visits  schools  to  read  to  the  students  and  provides  high  school  students  with  the 
opportunity  to  shadow  him  at  work. 

"Kids  see  me  and  come  up  and  talk  to  me  and  tell  me  things  I  have  talked  with  them 
about,  maybe  even  a  year  before.  I  know  I'm  getting  through  to  them.  1  am  making  a  dif- 
ference," he  said. 

McKinnon's  involvement  goes  back  to  his  days  at  Southern  Miss.  He  played  football 
until  suffering  a  knee  injury  and  served  as  secretary  of  Kappa  Sigma.  He  learned  more  than 
academic  lessons  from  his  college  experience:  "I  learned  life  lessons,  how  to  treat  others." 

McKinnon  and  his  wife,  Perri  Ryan,  look  forward  to  one  day  sending  their  kids  to 
Southern  Miss.  Meanwhile,  he'll  continue  coaching  his  son's  soccer  and  baseball  teams, 
spending  time  with  his  daughter  and  giving  back  to  his  community.   BN 


GREGORY  GENE  JOHNSTON  '93  and  Knsti 
Johnston  announce  the  September  26,  2000, 
birth  of  their  son,  Andrew  Chase.  He  is  wel- 
comed by  big  sister  Erin. 

NICOLE  C.  LALLY  '93  has  been  appointed 
judicial  clerk  by  Judge  Jerry  Smith  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Court  of  Criminal  Appeals  in  Nashville. 
She  graduated  from  the  University  of  Ten- 
nessee College  of  Law  in  May  and  served  as 
lead  research  editor  in  2000-2001  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Law  Review,  for  which  she  received  the 
Editing  Award  for  2001.  She  recently 
announced  her  engagement  to  David  Brian 
Northcuu 

DAVID  SCOTT  SUTTON  '93  and  BR1TTNEY 
WHITSON  SUTTON  '94  announce  the 
December  22,  2000,  birth  of  their  son,  Landry 
Davis.  He  is  welcomed  by  his  big  sister,  Shelby. 

BRIAN  PAUL  SAFFLE  '93,  '95  and  ANDREA 
LOUISE  WEBB  SAFFLE  '93  of  Purvis 
announce  the  May  28,  2001.  birth  of  then- 
daughter,  Emily  Taylor 

LYNN  SMITH  '93  was  recently  named  head 
baseball  coach  at  Collins  Hidr  School 


EDDIE  VOYNIK  '93  recently  received  the 
American  Heartsaver  Award  from  the  American 
Heart  Association.  He  is  a  firefighter  paramedic 
with  the  city  of  Flowood  Fire/Rescue  and  resides 
in  Brandon 'with  his  wife,  TAMMY  MIDDLE- 
TON  VOYNIK  '92. 

MARIELENA  BARRETT  '94.  '96  is  the  associate 

director  with  SBC  Communications.  She  resides 
in  San  Antonio.  Texas,  where  her  husband. 
ROBERT  BRAD  BARRETT  "98,  is  stationed  at 
Lockland  Air  Force  Base. 

N.  CHAD  DALEY  '94  and  JULIE  T.  STEEN  01 
were  married  February  3,  2001,  in  New  Orleans, 
and  honeymooned  in  Maui.  The  couple  currently 
resides  in  Meridian. 

SCOTT  DAVIS  '94  was  recently  elected 

man  at  large  for  the  Columbia  City  Council. 

MICHAEL  94  and  TRACY  MCNEIL  "94 

Mandcvillc.  La  .  announce  the  birth  of  their  son 
John  Michael,  born  on  April  26,  2001 

TRENT  ASHLEY  TILL  04.  05  is  cun 

pursuing  a  doctorate  in  higher  education  admin- 
istration from  Florida  State  University. 
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JASON  H.  BROOKINS  '95  was  named  executive 
director  of  the  Hinds  County  Economic  Develop- 
ment District. 

KAREN  BULLOCK  '95  was  recently  honored 
for  five  years  of  service  with  Grand  Bank  in  Hat- 
tiesburg. 

KRISTIE  J.  DABBS  '95  recently  joined  the  law 
firm  of  Page,  Mannino,  Peresich  and  McDermott, 
PL.L.C.  in  Biloxi  as  an  associate. 

CHELLIE  EAVENSON  '95  of  Hattiesburg  has 
joined  the  accounting  and  financial  advisory  firm 
of  Wright  &  King  CPAs. 

DAVID  LOCKER  '95  recently  accepted  a  physi- 
cal education  teaching  position  at  Sixth  Ward 
Junior  High  School  in  St.  Tammany  Parish. 

BARBARA  SNOW  CRAFT  '96  marned  Jason 
Arnold  Craft  February  3,  2001.  Barbara  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Med- 
icine May  19,  2001. 

RICHARD  DEATON  96  and  HEATHER 
STAMPER  '98  were  married  May  26,  2001.  He 
is  a  sales  manager  for  CDS  Home  Care,  and  she 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
School  of  Law  May  12,  2001. 

TONY  DEMARS  '96  was  recently  promoted  to 
associate  professor  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Communication  at  Sam  Houston  State  Universi- 
ty. His  book,  "Modeling  Behavior  from  Images 
of  Reality  in  Television  Narratives:  Myth  Infor- 
mation and  Socialization,"  was  published  by 
Mellen  Press  in  November  2000. 

STACEY  LAZENBY  '96  has 

accepted  a  position  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Central  Florida  as 
assistant  director  for  the  LEAD 
Scholars  Program.  (PHOTO) 

DEENA  DIANE  SMITH  '96 
and  ION  TODD  MIXON  '99 

were  married  July  21,  2001. 

DAVID  WILLIAMS  '96  and 
JENNIFER  D.  WILLIAMS  '99  announce  the 
August  1,  2001,  birth  of  their  son,  Matthew 
Tanner  Williams. 

RACHEL  KATHALEEN  ADAMS  '97  recently 
relocated  to  New  Orleans  to  serve  as  an  account 
executive  for  nola.com/mardigras.com. 

CARLOS  ALFORD  '97,  a  U.S.  Air  Force  lieu- 
tenant and  communications  and  information 
systems  officer,  recently  joined  the  607th  Air 
Control  Squadron  at  Luke  Air  Force  Base,  Ariz., 
as  the  chief  of  maintenance. 

STEPHEN  TED  CHANDLER  '97  is  the  owner 
of  a  film/video  design  and  production  firm  in 
New  Orleans. 

JENNIFER  ELIZABETH  MEYER  '97  is  teaching 
fourth  grade  in  Orlando. 

CATHERINE  JANET  PREVOST  '97  and  Bur- 
kett  Guy  Martin  were  married  January  20,  2001. 

WILLIAM  SCOTT  SPEER  '97  and  JENNIFER 
STEPHENS  SPEER  '97,  '99  were  married  in 
December  2000.  The  couple  resides  in  Round 
Rock,  Texas,  where  Scott  is  a  trainer  and  develop- 
er for  Akibia  and  Jennifer  is  the  fitness/wellness 
director  at  The  University  of  Texas  at  Austin. 


"Oh  for  Dixie!" 

Joe  Ashley  '69, 75  and  Lavon  Ashley 

Standing  Pine  Press 

296  pages,  $19.95  (plus  $4  S&H) 

"Three  men  killed 
on  picket.  Had  a 
warm  time.  Heavy 
shelling.  Enemy 
started  to  advance, 
went  back.  My  com- 
pany goes  on  picket. 
Hard  rain  in  the 
night.  Looking  for 
active  work." 
-diary  entry  of 
William  V.  Davis,  August  19,  1864 

"Oh  for  Dixie!"  a  new  book  edited  and 
compiled  by  Joe  Ashley  '69,  75  and  his  wife, 
Lavon,  examines  the  Civil  War  diary  of 
Capt.  William  V  Davis  of  the  30th  Missis- 
sippi Infantry.  While  at  Southern  Miss,  Joe 
read  a  typescript  of  Davis'  diary  and  years 
later,  he  decided  to  write  a  book  about  it. 
In  early  1862,  Capt.  Davis  organized  a 
company  of  Attala  County  volunteers  who 
began  their  service  in  Company  D  of  the 
30th  Mississippi.  That  regiment  first  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  and  later 
with  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Using  Davis' 
military  records  and  the  pocket  diary 
account  he  wrote  during  the  last  year  of  the 
war,  the  Ashleys  chronicled  Davis'  service 
with  the  30th  Mississippi  through  major 
battles  in  Kentucky,  Georgia  and  Tennessee. 
While  researching  their  book,  the  Ashleys 
found  a  connection  to  the  University.  The 
couple  interviewed  Capt.  Davis'  grand- 
daughter, Marie,  who  taught  freshman  histo- 
ry at  USM  and  was  supervisor  of  the 
Demonstration  High  School  (now  George 
Hurst  Building)  during  the  1960s.  Davis 
said  she  read  excerpts  of  her  grandfather's 


APRIL  DEESE  '98  married  Jerry  Overstreet  Jr. 
on  July  14,  2001.  She  is  employed  by  Pine  Belt 
Mental  Health  Care  Resources,  and  he  is 
employed  by  Nabors  Drilling  Co. 

MARY  BETH  ELEUTERIUS  '98  and  Todd 
Hickman  were  married  July  21,  2001. 

MICHAEL  SCOTT  HAWTHORNE  '98  and 
MONICA  LUNDY  HENLEY  HAWTHORNE 

'99  announce  the  July  17,  2001,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Grace  Hawthorne.  She  is 
welcomed  by  her  big  sister,  Lundy  Rae.  The 
family  currently  resides  in  Clinton,  where  Michael 
is  an  ophthalmic  technician  at  Mississippi  Vision 
Correction  Center  and  Monica  is  a  senior  educa- 
tional consultant  for  Discovery  Toys. 

PAMELA  JOHNSON  '98  and  Byron  Johnson  of 
Lucedale  announce  the  March  30,  2001,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Carlee  Joy. 


diary  to  students  when  she  taught  lessons 
about  the  American  Civil  War  because  it 
"gives  a  good  picture  of  the  life  and  hard- 
ships of  Confederate  soldiers." 

"Oh  for  Dixie!"  features  maps  of  Davis' 
journey,  30  illustrations,  an  extensive  bio- 
graphical list,  a  muster  roll  of  the  30th  Mis- 
sissippi and  an  index. 

To  order  a  copy  of  the  book,  please  write 
to  Standing  Pine  Press,  P.O.  Box  25458,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80936-5458. 

"The  Lenten  Tree" 

Dean  Meador  Smith  '74  and 

Ginger  Jones  Meador 

His  Lambs  Publishing  Company 

192  pages,  $18.95 

In  this  book,  author 
Dean  Meador  Smith 
74  has  compiled  82 
devotions  for  both 
children  and  adults. 
The  book  will  enable 
individuals  and  fami- 
lies to  travel  on  a 
meaningful  journey 
through  Lent,  the  sea- 
son before  Easter.  The 
Lenten  Tree  begins  on  the  first  day  of  Lent, 
Ash  Wednesday,  and  ends  on  Easter  day. 

In  addition,  the  book  contains  illustra- 
tions by  Ginger  Jones  Meador  that  may  be 
used  for  a  special  "Lenten  tree."  Each  day's 
devotion  has  scripture,  hymns  to  sing  and 
activities  to  coincide  with  the  symbols. 

To  purchase,  visit  His  Lambs  Publishing 
Company's  website,  www.hislambscompa- 
ny.com,  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  16146,  Hatties- 
burg, MS  39404-6146.  Books  are  also  avail- 
able in  the  USM  bookstore.  EW 


KIMBERLY  RAE  NIX  '98  married  Douglas  Bar- 
ton July  14,  2001.  She  is  an  elementary  teacher 
with  Marietta,  Ga.,  city  schools,  and  he  is 
employed  at  CNNsi.com. 

ROBERT  G.  TAYLOR  '98  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  assistant  professor  of  sport  manage- 
ment at  California  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

REV.  JILL  DENSON  THOMAS  '98  was  recently 
appointed  as  an  associate  pastor  to  Galloway 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson. 

REBECCA  WHITEHEAD  '98,  '00  married  Dustin 
Black  July  7,  2001.  She  is  a  speech  pathologist  at 
Ballard  Therapy  Services  in  Jacksonville,  N.C. 

CHRISTI  M.  ALFORD  '99  of  Foxworth  accepted 
a  service  representative  position  in  June  with  the 
Social  Security  Administration,  working  in  the 
Hattiesburg  office. 
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CHAD  JOSEPH  BADEAUX  '99  and  SARAH 
JANE  CORBAN  '00  were  married  June  23,  2001. 

LAURA  L.  BAXTER  '99  and  her  husband 
announce  the  July  26,  2001,  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Austin  Thomas.  He  was  born  on  the  cou- 
ple's four-year  wedding  anniversary. 

JERALD  BLACK  '99,  deputy  chief  of  public 
affairs  for  the  United  States  Air  Force,  will  be  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant  in  December  2001.  He  is 
based  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is  currently 
pursuing  a  master's  degree  at  Webster  University. 

CORY  C.  GARRETSON  '99  and  ANDREA  L. 
MALONE  '00  were  married  May  26,  2001. 

JOHN  C.  KELLY  '99  joined  the  Circle  of  Cham- 
pions in  April  2000. 

AMANDA  DAWN  LOTT  '99  and  Robert  Glen 
Thompson  were  married  August  11,  2001. 

JEREMY  MARGOLIS  '99  recently  accepted  an 
assistant  professor  position  at  Cameron  Universi- 
ty, Lawton,  Okla. 

JOHN  MARSH  00  and  LORI  CRAIN  MARSH 

'99  announce  the  August  9,  2001,  birth  of  their 
son,  Colby  Austin  Marsh. 

MICHAEL  ALAN  POPE  '99  and  EVA  MARIA 
POPE  announce  the  February  20,  2001,  birth  of 
their  son,  Thomas  William. 


AMBER  ROXANNE  BOND  00  and 
CHRISTOPHER  HATTEN  '98,  01  were  married 
July  21,2001. 

JOI  CARTER  '00,  '01  was  recently  named  assistant 
director  for  business  development  at  Hinds  County 
Economic  Development  District  in  Jackson. 

REGGIE  HOUZE  '00  was  recently  named  a  grad- 
uate teaching  assistant  at  New  York  University. 

ASHELY  MERCER  '00  and  Brent  Qurnn,  a  senior 
at  Southern  Miss,  were  married  August  4,  2001. 

KATHY  RYAN  '00  recently  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  vice  president  and  investment 
operations  manager  with  Hancock  Bank  in 

Gulfport. 

JASON  SCHRIMPSHIRE  00  married  Jennifer 
Zelgelien  July  7,  2001.  He  is  employed  by  Union 
Planters  PMAC  in  Hattiesburg. 

ASHLEY  WARREN  00  and 

Wesley  Garner  were  married  on 
June  2,  2001.  The  couple 
resides  in  Magee,  where  he  is  a 
police  sergeant  with  the  Magee 
Police  Department,  and  she  is  a 
loan  assistant  with  Citizens  State 
Bank  in  Mendenhall.  (PHOTO) 
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DONNA  J.  WILLIAMS  '00  was  voted  one  of 
Mississippi's  Top  50  Business  Women  for  2001. 
Williams  serves  as  vice  president  of  patient  care 
services  for  Gilmore  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Amory. 

ERIC  HOGUE  '01  married  Wendy  Jessica  Clark 
July  28,  2001. 

JOY  PAYNE  MORRIS  01  received  a  master's  of 

public  health. 

ROBERT  MORRIS  '01  received  Alumnae 
the  Year  from  the  School  of  Family  and  Con- 
sumer Sciences. 

ASHELY  SHELTON  '01  married  Braxton 
Batson  July  14,  2001.  She  is  employed  by 
Crossmark,  and  he  is  employed  by  Coastal 
Paper  in  Wiggins. 

ROBERT  DALLAS  SCHULTZ  01  and  LUCY 

KENNA  POPE  '01  were  married  July  17,  2001. 

TRACY  STEVENS  '01  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  account  executive  with  Squires  and 
Company  in  Hattiesburg. 

BILLIE  JEAN  WHITEHEAD  01  and  Jeffrey 
Cox  were  married  July  21,  2001. 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


The  University  of  southern  Mississippi 
alumni  association 

Swiss  winter  Escapade 


January  27  -  February  3,  2002 

From  approximately  $1,495,  per  person,  based  on  double  occupancy,  departing  from  Atlanta. 

Spend  a  fabulous  week  in  the  magnificent  heart  of  Alpine  Switzerland  at  the  luxurious  \  Icto- 
ria-Jimgfran  Grand  Hotel  &  Spa.  Located  in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  which  offers  a  wide  range 
of  activities  for  both  skiers  and  non-skiers,  Interlaken  is  surrounded  by  a  superb  mountain 
panorama,  highlighted  by  the  world-famous  peaks  of  the  Eiger,  Monch  and  lungtrau. 

Explore  picturesque  Grindelwald  and  other  storied  towns,  such  as  Gruyeres,  known  for  its 
tasty  namesake  cheese;  the  arcaded  capital  city  of  Berne;  the  woodcarving  village  of  Brienz; 
and  Lucerne,  with  its  picturesque  bridges  and  fairy  tale  atmosphere. 

Snow-covered  Alps,  a  stunning  winter  landscape,  excellent  skiing,  great  shopping  and 
cultural  opportunities,  and  some  of  Switzerland's  most  famous  towns  and  cities  make  this 
an  exciting  travel  experience. 


For  further  information  please  contact  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  association  at  601-266-5013 
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WILLIAM  H.  WARREN  June  23,  2001. 

R.C.  VREELANDJuly  19,  2001. 

WILEY  FAIRCHILD  September  10,  2001. 

LILLIE  FOSTER  '40  May  29,  2001. 

MARGIE  MARY  SMITH  '40  June  15,  2001 

VASHTI  M.  EVERITT  '40  July  12,  2001. 

RUBY  HESSE  '41  June  22,  2001. 

DORIS  E  GASKINS  '43  June  2001. 

WALTER  H.JONES  '49  July  2,  2001. 

ROBERT  HIRAM  HENRY  III  '58  August  30,  2001. 

BERTIE  FORTENBERRY  '59  June  16,  2001 

VIVIENNE  'VICKIE"  MENGER  SMITH 
BRINKERHOFF  '59  September  21,  2001. 

MARY  H.  HARDEE  '60  June  23,  2001 

G.  F.  BEISSEL  '61  June  11,  2001. 


ALUMNI  MEMORIAL 

DR.  JOHN  NAU,  Lutheran  minister  and  pro- 
fessor of  religion  and  philosophy  at  The  Universi- 
ty of  Southern  Mississippi  for  26  years,  died 
October  5,  2001,  at  the  age  of  90. 

Nau  retired  from  USM  in  1977  and  held  the 
titles  of  distinguished  university  professor  and 
professor  emeritus.  He  chaired  the  Department  of 
Philosophy  and  Religion  from  1955  until  1972. 

"John  Nau  was  a  truly  beloved  professor  of 
religion  and  philosophy,"  said  President  Aubrey 
Lucas.  "He  was  a  forceful  and  persuasive  lecturer 
with  a  voice  that  could  be  heard  throughout  Col- 
lege Hall.  As  our  first  university  chaplain,  he 
challenged  faculty,  staff  and  students  to  be  com- 
mitted to  religious  principles." 

In  1957  Nau  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
Danforth  Chapel  on  the  USM  campus,  leading  a 
grass-roots  campaign  that  raised  $25,00  for  con- 
struction. In  the  mid-1980s,  Nau  led  another 
fund-raising  campaign  to  put  stained  glass  win- 
dows in  the  chapel. 

Nau  was  born  on  October  8,  1910,  in  Nager- 
coil,  India,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Nau,  a  pioneer  Lutheran  missionary  to  the  Mus- 
lims. Educated  in  Germany,  Nau  migrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1921  and  attended  schools  in 
New  Orleans  and  Greensboro,  N.C.,  as  a  result  of 
his  father  being  president  of  Immanuel  Lutheran 
College,  an  institution  for  black  students. 

Nau,  who  graduated  from  Concordia  Seminary 
in  St.  Louis  in  1936,  served  as  a  Lutheran  minister 
in  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  South  Carolina.  He 
received  his  master's  degree  from  Tulane  Universi- 
ty in  1952,  the  same  year  he  joined  the  faculty  at 
USM.  He  received  his  doctor  of  philosophy  degree 
in  1954  from  the  University  of  South  Carolina. 


GLENDA  J.  DAY  '61  September  2000. 

MARTHA  LOU  B.  GANGWER  '61  June  17,  2001 

LCDR.  BILLY  C.  CRANFORD  '62  Apnl  13,  2001 

LANGDON  S.  ANDERSON  '63,  '69  July  30,  2001. 

WYNELL  F.  RAWSON  '64  June  10,  2001. 

MARY  NELSON  ROSS  '65  September  6,  2001. 

JOHN  V.  GULLY  '69  June  29,  2001. 

MARY  M.  HARMON  '69  January  28,  2001. 

JAMES  E.  PETTY  70  March  23,  2001. 

JAMES  JOSEPH  FERGUSON  '84  September  1 1 , 
2001. 

JOY  WOVERTON  MORGAN  BUTTON  '85  August 
31,  2001. 

DR.  DAVID  B.STEPHENS,  M.D  ,  husband  of 
STEPHANIE  L.  STEPHENS  '89  recently  passed  away. 

MARLENE  M.  FUSTER  '98  May  19,  2001. 

MAGGIE  LAUDINE  SMITH  July  28,  2001 


After  his  retirement  from  USM,  Nau  served 
as  interim  pastor  for  a  number  of  Lutheran 
congregations,  including  St.  John  Lutheran 
Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

CECIL  MARSHALL  KLUTTS  SR.,  former 
director  of  purchasing  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  died  October  5,  2001,  at 
Forrest  General  Hospital.  He  was  81. 

Klutts  began  his  career  at  Southern  Miss  in 
1960  as  stores  department  manager.  He  was 
director  of  purchasing  for  29  years,  from  1962 
until  his  retirement  in  1991.  In  1978,  Klutts  was 
voted  by  alumni,  faculty  and  staff  to  receive  the 
first  Staff  Member  of  the  Year  award. 

"He  was  very  dedicated,"  said  Lou  Ann  Fowler, 
who  does  purchasing  for  Food  Services.  "Even 
after  he  retired,  he  worked  part-time  for  a  while. 
He  was  a  very  pleasant  man.  He  did  a  good  job." 

Klutts  was  interested  in  stamp  collecting  and 
golf,  and  had  termed  himself  a  sports  spectator. 

A  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the  Korean 
War,  Klutts  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Corps 
from  1942-1945,  and  as  a  flight  instructor  in  the 
Air  Force  from  1950-1951.  He  was  an  Air  Force 
reservist  for  20  years.  He  dropped  supplies  on  a 
Christmas  Day  to  the  World  War  II  troops 
engaged  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge. 

Bom  in  Sapa  in  1920,  Klutts  was  a  resident  of 
Hattiesburg  and  a  USM  alumnus. 

A  certified  purchasing  manager,  Klutts  was  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Pur- 
chasing Managers  and  had  served  on  the  board  of 
that  organization.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Purchasing  Managers  and 
served  as  chair  of  the  Louisiana/Mississippi 
Chapter  of  Educational  Buyers  on  three  different 
occasions.  Klutts  was  a  32nd-degree  Mason  and  a 
member  of  Temple  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 
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etail     iscounts 
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These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


www.usm.edu 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  •  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cabot  Lodge  - # 

Nightly  rate  of  $53.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One  -  # 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation/ 

Free  pager  activation 

The  Clubhouse 

20%  discount  on  all  Brett  Favre  memorabilia 

10%  discount  on  all  other  items  in  store 

Comfort  Inn  -  # 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Comfort  Suites  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  -  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings 

off  large  room  nightly  rates 

Fitness  Coach 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Garfield's  Restaurant  -  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Golf  USA 

10%  discount  on  retail  merchandise  (golf  balls 

and  sale  merchandise  excluded) 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Haverty's  Furniture- 

10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 

Hawthorn  Suites- 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 

j&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Las  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

10%  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/ free 

portfolio  reviews 

Original  Strick's  Bar-B-Q  -  # 

$1.00  discount  on  lunch  buffet 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Primreica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Randy  Price  &  Company 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ 

not  valid  with  other  discounts  or  promotions 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Signs  First  -  # 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Smith  Bros.  Sporting  Goods  20%  discount  on  regularly 

priced  merchandise 

Sonic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of 

#1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  \ 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases 
(cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich, 

side  order,  and  large  drink\ 
$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

•  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
#-Hattiesburg  location  only. 
*-New  additions 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D. 

Program  with  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your 

paid  alumni  membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a 

discount  at  these  businesses. 


to  Trivia  Quiz  on  pa§e  10. 


7.    What  was  the  original  name  of  the  Southern 
Miss  fight  song  and  in  what  year  was  it  penned? 

Originally  called  "Southern  to  the  Top"  the  University's  fight  song 
was  penned  in  1955  by  Robert  Hays. 


2.  Who  was  the  first  Southern  Miss  couple  ever  to  be  wed  on  the  island  at 
Lake  Byron? 

Former  students  Noris  Thompson  and  Natalie  Cole  chose  Lake  Byron  as 
the  site  for  their  wedding. 

3.  What  did  the  original  Dixie  Darling  uniform  look  like? 

The  Dixie  Darlings'  original  uniform  was  a  black  velvet  top  and  shorts. 
The  top  featured  gold  braid  over  a  scooped  neck,  and  a  gold  tassel 
adorned  each  side  of  the  shorts.  The  girls  wore  white  gloves  and  white 
boots  with  black  tassels. 

4.  In  1972,  the  new  mascot  for  Southern  Miss,  the  "Golden  Eagle, "  was 
selected  from  a  list  of  five.  What  were  the  other  four  possible  mascots? 

In  1972,  Golden  Eagle  was  chosen  over  Raiders,  War  Lords,  Timber 
Wolves  and  Southerners. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing  the  goods 
and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  additional  revenue 
to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 
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MCI  WORLDCOM 

MCI  Worldcom  Telecommunications 

Telephone  Long-Distance  Provider.  Offers  special  raies 
lo  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  supporters  for  long  distance 
services.  To  sign  up  or  switch,  call  800-WORLDCOM 
(Business)  or  800-666-8703  (Residential) 


FIRST  USA 


First  USA  Bank,  Inc. 

Affinity  Credit  Card  Company  Offers  the  official 
Southern  Miss  VISA  card,  which  helps  benefit  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  University.  To  apply  online,  go  to 
http:/Avww.firstusa.coni/xcards/pcards/u_south_miss_alu/ 
To  apply  by  phone,  call  800-F1RST-USA  and  specify 
credit  card  code  M241. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 

upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


exactly 

Hertz 

Automobile  Rental.  Offers  special  rates  and  i 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alum 
ciation.  For  details,  go  to  www.hertr.com  or  call  Here 
at  800-654-2200  or  the  .Association  at  501-2 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch 
mation,  call  800-523-0124  and  rs      - 


DiplomaDisplay* 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  \v\v\v.diplomadis 
or  call  800-422-4100. 
tCorcerHighwaff.cam 


Alamo 


CareerHighway 

)ob  Assistance  foi  Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  more 

information,  go  online  at  \v\v\v.sMllsearch  com  .s:  call 

800-252-5665 


Alamo 

Automobile  Rental.  Offers  special  rates  and  discounts 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation For  details,  call  Alamo  at  800-354-2322  or  the 
.Association  at  601-266-5013. 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Li|c.  Ht'olili  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance 

Goto  hup:  ww.v  iia-ins  j  Miss 

S00-922  1245 
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SOUTHERN  VUSSTRAM1 


'How  Sweet  the  Sound' 


a  hallmark  of  southern  mlss'  final  home  game  of  the  football  season  is  a  stirring  rendition  of  "amazing 
Grace,"  performed  by  the  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band.  What  started  as  a  song  in  the  band's  repertoire 
has  now  become  a  beloved  southern  mlss  tradition. 


Because  it  grabs  us  with  the  first  note.  Because  it 
traditionally  closes  every  final  home  game  of  the 
season.  Because  year  after  year,  its  melody  is 
beautiful.  Because  it  puts  into  perspective  four 


bone-crushing  quarters  of  football.  Because  it 
has  become  the  event  after  the  event.  Because 
even  after  countless  renditions,  it  can  still  give 
us  goose  bumps. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Jeffreys  came  to  Southern  Miss  as  an  athletic 
trainer/manager  in  1975,  working  with  the  football,  base- 
ball and  basketball  teams  for  two-and-a-half  years.  While 
in  school,  he  worked  in  the  warehouse  of  Jeffreys  Steel, 
joining  the  company  full-time  after  graduating  in  1980. 
He  was  named  president  and  CEO  of  Jeffreys  Steel  in 
1986  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  1997,  when  Jef- 
freys Steel  became  part  of  Metals  USA. 


Today,  Jeffreys  is  owner/president  of  J'AIR  Inc.  (jet  char- 
ter services),  and  is  a  co-owner  of  Mobile  Professional 
Sports  and  a  partner  in  Mobile  Professional  Baseball  LLC. 
Mobile  Professional  Sports  is  parent  to  the  Mobile 
Mysticks  hockey  team,  and  Mobile  Professional  Baseball  is 

parent  of  the  Mobile  BayBears 

A    M     I     L    Y 

Jeffreys  and  his  wife,  Vicki,  have  four  children,  Katie,  Kristin, 
Maddux  and  Mary  Helen.  The  family  resides  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

THE        UNIVERSITY 

"My  degree  from  The  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi provided  a  strong  foundation  that 
resulted  in  a  solid  education  and  a  life- 
me  of  friendships.  These  basic  ele- 
ments have  allowed  me  the 
opportunity  and  willingness  to 
continue  to  support  the  Uni- 
versity and  its  many 
endeavors." 
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NEW   LIFE    MEMBERS 

Thanks  to  each  of  you  who  renewed 
a  membership  in  the  USM  Alumni 
Association.We  welcome  the 
following  new  Lifetime  Members 
to  our  Association: 

M.  EDWARD  D'ANTONI 

MICHAEL  &  TAMARA  MCSPARRIN 

BRENDA  LOTT  BELOTE 

ROBERT  M.  &  PAULA  R.  CHANCE 

MICHAEL  &  DEANNA  STEWART 

CURTIS  JOSEPH  DUFOUR,  III 

REBECCA  JAYNE  PERKINS 

SHELLY  WATTS  DOGNAZZI 

KATHERINE  KIRKPATRICK  BAILEY 

JAMES  B.  &  JANIS  BUCKLEW  BORSIG 

NORMA  GRACIELA  CUELLAR 

DAVID  RANDALL  DAVIES 

IVON  ROSE  FOSTER 

SUSAN  ELIZABETH  HOFFMAN 

ANGELA  SULLIVAN  KILCREASE 

JERRY  KAYE  &  GARY  PARKER 

BENNETT  E.  SMITH  JR. 

DANA  G.  THAMES 

DANA  KAY  LOFTIN 

ER1CK  &  DAWN  BIRDSONG  JACKSON 

LANA  S.JOHNSON 

CLARKE  C.  BARATTI 


As  Dixie  Darlings  from  the  1960s  congregate  on  Pride  Field,  Dixie  Darling  Alumnae  Association  President 
Anne  Sharp  Larman  (standing)  calls  for  any  latecomers.  The  dance  team's  alumnae  were  practicing  for  their 
Homecoming  halftime  performance  with  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  marching  Band.  Following  their  performance, 
the  Dixie  Darlings  presented  35  scholarships  to  members  of  the  current  dance  team  (See  page  29). 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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